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hrow out the book on reputa- Morocco, playing the highly reputed even mix of skill, pace and enormous physi- even handed games between Davids and is a commentary on how 
tions, World Cup records and Norway, taught the Scandinavians a lesson cal power. Their goal against Austria will — Goliaths in the past and even some upsets. level football standards and expectations 
so-called pedigrees, The true in every sense. And why shouldn't they? __ stand out as one of the gems of the tourna- But the point now is that such results as have become. 

globalisation of football has — Morocco was always going to be the better ment. these — Morroco drawing with or even beat- But overall this has started off as a most 
gone into its highest gear footballing team it’s just that not all of us Chile, which has perhaps a better pedi- ing Norway, or for that matter Cameroon promising World Cup. SBS colleague Paul 

Not because the World Cup is on, not — knew it. Norway, of the boring long-ball-to- gree than Cameroon or Morocco, was _ doing the same with Austria — are no longer Dempsey for example said that, save for that 
because over a billion watched the opening the-back-post method and incessantly nonetheless very much the underdog against _upsets or surprises. ponderous 0-0 between Paraguay and 
game, but because of what was being pro- rehearsed set pieces, plodded while triple World Cup winners Italy, but didn’t Indeed in my personal view Morocco —_Bullgaria, this is already becoming the most 
duced on the field in the opening games, Morocco played. Hajji, the gangly, pony- __ play like it. They not only took the game to were favourites against Norway and not the — enjoyable World Cup he has ever watched, 
After the first four encounters it was the four tailed Moroccan attacker, ravaged them. Ttaly but did it confidently, almost arrogant- other way around. Ditto from me although there is still a 
underdogs who emerged with most of the ‘The Norwegians got out of jail, of course, ly. That Norway is a European nation is very long way to go. 
glory. by drawing 2-2 but only thanks to a Aware that Salas and Zamorano are both hardly a credential in itself nowadays. And As I write the tough refereeing promised 

Morocco, Cameroon and Chile were Moroccan keeper who would have trouble world class strikers, they knew Italy would the same went for Cameroon against _ by FIFA is yet to kick in and the role of the 
especially impressive, each avoiding defeat scoring a trial with Macarthur Rams, be on the back foot and the Chileans took Austria. referees and how they react to the antics of 
and indeed for substantial parts dominating It was a similar fare between Cameroon advantage of it. And that against an Italy ‘The Austrian coach Herbert Prohaska _ silly, over exuberant tacklers may still hold 
their highly exulted opponents. and Austria. The Austrians, whose teams — which didn’t have such a bad game, confessed after the game that “we are just a the key to this tournament, 

Even Scotland, which played the best in long ago played football as graceful as the What all this means is that the era which _team of fighters”. But overall the signs that this will be a 
the world when it met Brazil, had no reason Viennese waltz, were made to look like gal- suggested that certain nations have a divine For a European coach to make such an very even and unpredictable World Cup, 
to be embarrassed by its narrow loss. But lant, fighting amateurs by the slick and right to expect to win against so-called less- open admission after a match with an And that is not just a good thing. It might 
the other three were quite magnificent, super quick Africans. Cameroon had an _ er nations is evaporating fast, There were African nation would have been unthinkable just make this the best World Cup of all, 


WORLD SOCCER PARTY LIVE AT APIA a ee 


92-94 Parramatta Road, on eee oF ts oe et 
Camperdown NSW 2050 at nokaw oF is 
Ph: 9565 2299 in eo * knew it’. 

? 8 : Les Murray 


Fax: 9550 2946 


SEE ALL THE WORLD CUP MATCHES LIVE AT OUR 
A.P.1.A. WORLD CUP PARTY 


33 days of Soccer Extravaganza. 
Apia is showing all matches live direct from France. 

The home of Soccer is open 24 hours a day, seven days a week. 
Complimentary coffee, croissants and cakes offered to all 
patrons at all matches. 

Mega video screens and TV facilities have been set up on the 
ground floor and first level of the club. 


SI Rave Hoeel 


Corner Epping Rd and Herring Rd, EASTWOOD 
9887 2411 


E> WORLD Cup 
TRIVIA 


WED 24TH JUNE 8.50PM 


WIN §§00 CASH 


+ Great Prizes. Real Sport Pack. 12 months free subscription to 
Australian & British Soccer Weekly + many other prizes. 
Come Early and Dine in our Famous Bistro. Open at 5.30pm. 

Tables Reserved for Diners ONLY. 

So book a table, book a team. $10 Entry per team max. 10 people per team. 
Diners BOOK Early BOOK Now. Mention this add. 


PHONE 9887 2411 
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Apia — proud sponsors financing the Leichhardt Tigers Soccer Club. 


Compiled by ABSW 


WE CAN WIN [T'S WAR! 
FRANCE 98 


battle-ery that was 

a throw back to 

Agincourt, Glenn 

Hoddle told his 

England players yesterday 

that they will win the World 
Cup. 

Skipper Alan Shearer 
revealed just how confident 
the England coach is on the 
eve of the team’s first match 
against Tuni 

Shearer said: “He told us 
we are going to win, that we 
were definitely good enough 
and that he was 110 percent 
certain we would, 

“If anybody had any 
doubts, the boss soon 
changed their minds. | have 


with such conviction. 

He believes we can win it 
— and now the players do 
too. He reminded us that we: 
must not let ourselves or our 
country down,” 

Hoddle said: “We have 


done the preparation, 
finished with the talking and 
now is the time for action. 

“The only fears I have are 
if they don’t perform when 
they have to. 

It’s all about peaking at 
the right time, But [ think 
they have that belief and 


even if we don’t play 
fantastically in the first 
match, I know there is more 
to come. 

“The most important 
thing is to win the opening 
match and give ourselves a 
position of strength. We 
know just how difficult it is 
going to be. 

“For a long time now it 
had been said that the Scots, 
the Welsh and the Northern 
Irish were prouder than the 
English. 

“But remember what 
happened last month in 
Casablanca. There was a 
mix-up before the match and 
the National Anthem wasn’t 
played. 

Our team stood there and 
sang it themselves. That 
showed how much they 
cared, how much they 
believed and what it meant 
to them.” 

No-one cares more than 
Shearer, who is well aware 


of the weight of 
expectations he carries as 
England's goal 


scoring 
match winner. He said: 

“My record is 18 from 39 
games, very nearly one 
every two games. I haye 
proved what I can do, but a 
striker cannot live in the 


past. In football you are only 
as good as your next game. 

“Forwards are judged on 
goals and before the 
European Championships in 
1996 I made a noose for 
myself when I asked to be 
judged when it really 
mattered. 2 

“Fortunately, I came up 
with the goods. If I hadn't 
done, I might have been 
finished at international 
level and it would have been 
right for me to be left out. 

“1 know full well that the 
expectation will be for 
England to give Tunisia a 
good thumping and I know 
people back home won't be 
worrying because they 
believe Alan Shearer will 
score. 

I enjoy that — it’s better 
than people having negative 
thoughts about me, 

“It is being said that this 
is my time to show what T 
can do at the highest level of 
competition but ol my 
style to swagger about 
things.” 

By the time you read this 
England will have played 
Tunisia — Hoddle and 
Shearer's words will either 
look stupid or inspired. Let’s 
hope the latter, 


arcelona midfielder 
Giovanni appears 
almost certain to be 
ditched from the 
Brazil team in favour of 
Leonardo for Group A 
match against Morocco. 
Brazil coach Mario Zagallo 
refused to confirm the change 
on the weekend but 
speculation was rife at the 
team’s training ground that 
the stylish and introverted 
player would lose his place. 
Giovanni has been 
reprimanded by Zagallo as 
being “apathetic” after being 
substituted at halftime on 
Wednesday when he was 
replaced by AC Milan’s 
Leonardo, sparking off the 
speculation. 
‘Then on Saturday there 
were scenes of near hysteria 


among the 300-odd Brazilian 
journalists when Leonardo 
took the field for a practice 
match in the first team while 
Giovanni was banished to the 
reserves. 

In Brazilian soccer, at 
both club and national team 
level, a player's presence in 
the ‘first team’ for a practice 
match is considered 
indicative that he will be in 
the first team for the real 
thing. 

Zagallo insists he will not 
name the team until just 
before the match and 
Leonardo denied that he had 
won a place. 

“None of the other 
coaches are announcing 
their teams until the official 
deadline, which is 45 
minutes before the kickoff, 


so I'm not going to either,” 
said Zagallo. 

Leonardo said: “I don’t 
consider myself to be in the 
team yet.” &. 

Giovanni had little to say, 
although he claimed after 
Wednesday’s game that he 
had simply carried out 
Zagallo’s instructions, 
which included orders to 
come back and tackle — 
something he said he is not 
used to doing with his club. 

Giovanni was a surprise 
inclusion in the Brazil squad 
for the World Cup and 
although he has given some 
good performances for his 
country, many doubt his 
capacity to handle the huge 
pressure of wearing Brazil's 
presitigous gold shirt. 

Leonardo was Brazil’s 


NORWEGIANS AND 


SCOTS SQUARE OFF 


cotland hit back at Norwegian 
claims that Craig Brown’: 
squad was the weakest in th 
World Cup section. 

‘The manager contained his anger after 
Norway boss Egil Olsen launched the 
attack before the decisive clash in 
Bordeaux. 

But Brown said: “They have their 
problems. They must have thought that 
they would have beaten Morocco in their 
opening match. Their results before they 
came to France were very impressive — 
but may be they have peaked too soon.” 

‘And captain Colin Hendry add 
are players who do our talking on the 
pitch but we are aware of what he has 
said. We have every respect for them and 
we are proud people at this stage. But if 
‘we qualify and they do not, then I expect 
we will have something to say about 
those remarks.” 

‘The war of words erupted when Olsen 
was reported to have said that he 
dismissed Scotland's chances of gaining a 
place in the last 16 after their opening day 
defeat by Brazil. But Brown dismissed 
the statement and added: “We know how 
important this match is, We will be going 


‘out not to draw but to win it and 1 think 
we can. I watched the video of that 
Morocco game, especially the way the 
goals were scored, and it simply wasn't 
the Norway we have seen in previous 
matches, 

“They are ranked seventh in the world 
and Olsen is a good coach, a kind of Jack 
Charlton, a man who does his own thing 
and gets what he wants, But we know 
exactly what is at stake and the way we 
hope to gain a result.” 

A defeat for Scotland would see the 
end of their chances of progressing in the 
Cup and extend that long sequence to 
eight failures in eight attempts in the 
competition. 

Meanwhile, France coach Aime 
Jacquet criticised referees at the World 
Cup finals on Sunday, saying they were 
not being tough enough on bad tackles. 

“T expected the refereeing to be more 
in line with what had been announced,” 
said Jacquet, referring to the crackdown 
on violent tackling ordered by soccer's 
governing body FIFA. 

“J think they are not severe enough,” 
Jacquet said, “Something must be done to 
stop all those attacks on strikers which 


left back in the 1994 World 
Cup, but the competition 
ended prematurely for him 
when he was sent off in the 
second round for elbowing-a 
United States player and 
then banned for four games. 
He now plays as a 


said. 


midfielder for both club and 


country. 
The other major talking 
point has been the fact that 
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the date was the 13th, a 
number which Zagallo has 
always considered lucky. 
“Every time I have won a 
title, there has always been a 
13 involved somewhere,” he 


Zagallo invariably looks 
for the presence of a 13 to 
give him optimism. When 
club commitments reduced 
Brazil's first pre-World Cup 
training session to 13 
players Zagallo was happy 
— until injuries reduced the 
total to nine. 

If Brazil reach the final, 
he will be delighted to learn 
that the Stade de France lies 
at the end of line 13 on the 
Paris Metro! 


destroy the spirit of the game.” 

“From what I’ve seen so far, I’m 
sceptical,” he said, “I have the impression 
that referees often give yellow cards to 
players for the way they react to an 
offence, rather than punishing the offence 
itself with a booking.” 

Jacquet said referees should have more 
understanding when players react angrily 
after receiving a knock, 

“We accept the fact that réferees make 
mistakes,” he said. 

“They should in turn accept the fact 
that players don’t like being hurt.” 

The French coach had in mind the 
yellow card received by playmaker 
Zinedine Zidane in the second half of 
France's opening match against South 
Africa on Friday in Marseille, 

After a tackle on him by a South 
African defender was not penalised, 
Zidane angrily kicked the ball away and 
‘was booked. 

“J shouldn’t have done that,” Zidane 
said, “I realise now it was a stupid thing 
to do but J have to say that the refereeing 
was not that good, especially in the 
second half.” 


SMYRNIS 


& Co SOLICITORS | 


Ph: 9552 6288 Fax: 9660 7349 
@ 91 GLEBE POINT RD, GLEBE 

@ Ist floor, 196 Stacey St, BANKSTOWN 

@ Ist floor, 2-6 Regent St, KOGARAH 

-@ Ist floor, 83 Bronte Rd, BONDI JUNCTION 
Tel: 9388 0222 


Goov On Goon On Goon On 


An inside view with John Economos 


fhe instructress of the 

Marconi Stallionettes 

cheer squad, was 
presented with a special 
trophy at Marconi’s plush 
Awards Night recently 

Dayna Groppenbacher, 
who migrated to Australia 
from Wisconsin, USA some 
18 years ago, has done a 
magnificent. job as sole 
selector and + routine 
choreographer of the huge 33 
member Marconi Stallionette 
cheer squad. 

To her great credit it was 
disclosed at the Awards Night 
that had Marconi qualified for 
this year's Grand Final, the 
League's major sponsor, 
Ericsson, was more than 
prepared to fly Dayna and her 
entire squad to Melbourne to 
perform their routine at 
Olympic Park for the Grand 
Gala Day of Soccer. 

Dayna’s magnificent and 
very well drilled Marconi 
Stallionettes appeared on our 
back page in last week's 
edition in full colour. 


KKK 


ABLO CARDOZO, 

the Adelaide Sharks 

sharp shooter who 

was loaned to Austrian first 

division side Rapid Vienna 

for three months, returned 
to Sydney last week. 

“T won't be going back to 

Austria as many things haye 

changed there including the 


himself hardly got a game 
with his elub-and he is not too 
happy I think. 

“In the next few days I 
could be off again, but not to 
Austria. 

“Iam waiting for Swiss 
first division club Xamax 
‘Neuchatel to contact me. 

“But as far as I'm 
concerned, the standard of 
Soccer in Austria is nothing to 
really rave about. 

“In fact 1 believe the 
standard of our NSL is just as 
good if not better, except that 
it is only at the moment 
catering for part-time 
players,” ended a disappointed 
Cardozo. 

When Cardozo departed for 
Austria, he was the Ericsson 
League’s leading goalscorer 
for almost the entire season. 

But some weeks after his 
departure, Adelaide City’s 
‘goa! .coring-machine’ 
Damian Mori, slowly but 
steadly climbed to the top to 
ultimately lift the Top 
Goalscorer’s title. 


kkk 


TEVE DARBY, former 
general manager of 
Sydney Olympic and 
former National Youth 
Development Officer at 
Soccer Australia, suddenly 
flew out of Sydney last 
Wednesday. 
Destination? Malaysia. 
Just prior to his rapid 


coach”, Congratulations Dayna on a superb effort with the Stallionettes. departure, Steve informed 


eine cutee 1 ‘screener’ and had to just sit that position, 
“Despi i igi 5 I in front of the twin stoppers to “T started in about five 
espe ther RAOYANE T detend. matches and came off the 


was a goalscorer or rr a ‘ = 
Titman laa oleate | wasn't too happy at all in bench in all the other games 


NSW Masters Games 


SOCCER PLAYERS AND TEAMS WANTED AGES 35 PLUS FOR MEN 
30 PLUS FOR WOMEN 


24th July — ist August 


FINAL DATE FOR ENTRY JUNE 26 (5PM) 
PHONE INQUIRIES: 


(02) 6658 5793 (BH) (OFFICE) 


PLUS FAX: 


(02) 6652 7025 


(PAUL ISRAEL) SOCCER CONVENOR 
Play hard and party in Paradise 


*Good Oil’: 

“Ronnie Smith who has 
been over there coaching the 
past three seasons, called me 
just a day before to fly across 


except in two. 

“Rapid ended up finishing 
second in the League behind 
Joe Spiteri’s Sturm Graz. Joe 


and quickly take over his club 
Johore that is in the second 
division. 

“Smithy was moving back 
into the First division with the 
other Johor side and needed 
me to take over his old side on 
a three month contract,” ended 
Darby. 

The past two seasons, 
Australian coaches have won 
the championship in the 
Malaysian National League. 

Former Newcastle K.B. 
coach Alan Vest, and Director 
of Coaching in NSW and 
Western Australia, last season 
won the championship with 
his side Sarawak. 

In 1996 Ron Smith, who 
had = goal-ace ~—- Scotty 
Ollerenshaw with him, took 
out the title with Sabah. 


kak 


‘ORTHERN SPIRIT 
for ever on the hunt 
to recruit playing 
staff, is believed to now be 
very keen to entice a 19 year 
old from Sydney . 
Player-coach Graham 
Arnold informed *Good Oil” 
that he would certainly be 
very interested in Sydney 
United's elegant libero, Dino 
Culina. 


YDNEY OLYMPIC 

has recently revived its 

interest in the St 
George Stadium to be its 
homeground once again, 

The ‘Five White Knights’, 
who have bought a 51% 
majority shareholding of the 
club, are believed to again be 
more than keen for Olympic 
to return to St George 
Stadium, the ground they were 
forced by the NSL to abandon 
some six years ago. 


kkk 


OFFS HARBOUR 

CITY UNITED will 

host the inaugural 
NSW Masters Game from 
July 24 to August 1 a multi 
sport event designed to give 
matured-aged sports people 
the opportunity to 
participate in the sport or 
sports of their choice against 
their age peers. 

Closing date for entries is 
Friday 26th June 1989. For 
entry forms call the Masters 
Games hot-line on 02 6658 
5793. See add on this page. 
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LATIN 


The Editor, 
AUSTRALIAN & 
BrrrisH Soccer 


Have your say on any soccer issue in 
the world. Preference will be given to 
short letters. Include daytime phone 


OACH 
EEDED 
FOR 


We should not moan or 
whinge about what players 
they sent, just field our best 
and maybe turn that score 
around, as Australia have 
something to play for: 
respectability. 

‘Australia has shown good 
growth in soccer with the 


very game has its 
importance. Soccer 
Australia the 

excuses are run- 
ning out. 

Yes we did not qualify for 
the World Cup, but we had a 
chance to show Croatia and 
many other nations that 
Australia deserved to be at amount of players playing all 
France, but we fielded our B over the world, although one 
side! thing is missing — a South 

‘These opportunities Aus- American coach for the 
tralia gets against quality (full Socceroos. 
strength) World Cup bound For Australia to be a force 
opposition are limited, and if in world football, a South 
Australia had fielded their American coach is needed. 
best against Croatia it would With that South American 
have produced a closer game influence Australia’s game 
and gained respectability with can go that extra step for 
the Croatian Soccer Fed-era- World Cup glory. 
tion and with others. The skill level is still one 

Building relationships with step short, but looking at the 
top soccer nations is essential games against Brazil and 
and can only improve our — Croatia, please SA look into a 
game, proven/high profile Latin 

Many other nations are fol- coach. 
lowing the Croatians progress Take every game seriously 
in friendlies leading to the — and with no excuses. Look for 
World Cup, as they might Latin coach as the coach is 
play them, therefore Australia the nation’s soccer future. 
was on show to many coun- Congratulations on a great 
tries. Football Weekly and I know 

Knowing the Croatian you will do the job for France 
Soccer Federation they will 98. 
be sending out their C grade 
national side, once the World 
Cup is over and club seasons 
begin, 


Jozo Dzaja 
Mt Druitt, NSW. 


number for verification. 


WEEKLY 
PO BOX 155, 


NSW 2204 
(02) 9550-9332 


he incredible media coverage Harry 


Kewell has received during his holi- 
day stint down under gives strong 
argument to the claim Kewell should 


be immediately appointed Socceroo Captain. 

Sure there are those who will argue he 
too young for such a tall order, 

Sure others will proclaim he is not a locally 
based player and sure others will remind us of 
the recent Olyroo challenge against Brazil 
where Harry made himself unavailable through 
guestionable circumstances. 


But the arguments for such an appointment 
far outweigh the arguments against. 


Firstly Harry Kewell, at the tender age of 
nineteen, is arguably the best player ever to 
don the Green and Gold. 

Providing Harry can stay free of serious 
injury he will surely be a football superstar, 
eclipsing our present Soccer exports by a 
“country mile”. 

Harry is the complete package, a football 
genius, Hollywood looks, charm, charisma and. 
an incredible magnetism with the Australian 
media and general public, 


Kids, mothers, even Grandad all open their 
hearts to Harry. A recent visit to a shopping 
‘mall amazed me of his huge diverse following. 

Harry without doubt makes headlines, what 
better way {0 keep Oz Soccer in the news, what 
a great promotional tool Soccer Australia have 
with the kid they call “Harry Cool”. 

So let’s give him the captaincy, let's market 
him for all his worth. 

Let's all get wild about Harry, and after the 
captaincy perhaps Prime Minister? 


William Costa 
Mosman, NSW 


hile it's easy to 

be critical in 

hindsight, one 

must wonder 

what was the purpose of our 

Socceroo s playing Croatia 

Jess than one week before the 

start of the World Cup 
Finals??? 

Anyone with half a brain 
would have known that our 
overseas-based players were 
not interested in playing in a 
meaningless game for 
Australia, after a long nine 
month season in Europe. 

Therefore many-were’not 
available to play, leaving our 
local-based players to fill the 
positions, when most of them 
haven't played a game in over 
amonth, 

Tf it was to get Croatia to 
come out here early next year 
to play us with a full squad of 
their best players, then Soccer 
Australia is either naive, or at 
worst, plain dumb and stupid. 

Jt wasn’t worth the humili- 
ation of losing to Croatia 7-0, 
and also dropping positions in 
the FIFA rankings. 

It goes to show that David 
Hill and company may be 
good for the domestic compe- 
tition in trying to broaden the 
game to mainstream 
Australians, but he still has a 
Jot to learn about the interna- 
tional side of the game. 

It’s fair to say that he’s out 
of his league on the interna- 
tional side due to his inexperi- 
ence of the world game at the 
world level. 

His appointment of Terry 
Venables right through to the 
end of the World Cup in July 
is a case in point. 

No country on earth hires a 
coach for that long if they 


don’t qualify for the World 
Cup fit 

Also he upsets our foreign- 
based players by calling on 
them to come out and play in 
friendly matches, like the 
Harry Kewell case for 
instance, 


Jam sure Harry and others 
wouldn’t mind coming out a 
month or two before the 
Olympic Soccer Tournament 
starts, but having to come out 
and play two and a half years 
before they actually start is a 
bit of a farce to say the least, 


Finally, whoever gets to 
coach the Socceroos in future, 
must get us to the World Cup 
finals first and foremost, 
before he gets an extension on 
his contract to see us through: 
to the finals. 


This humiliation of the 
coach and our country must 
never happen again. 


Dominic Scullino 
Nerang, Qld. 


How about an ABSW subscription? 


Only $130 (annual) or $180 (overseas). 
Join as thousands have worldwide! 


Send checque to PO Box 155 Marrickville, NSW, 2204 


6 AUSTRALIAN AND BRITISH SOCCER WEEKLY — JUNE 16, 1998 


(& ABSW 


aBSw 


<EWELL PAPER 


EWELL ‘SIGNS’ FOR 
NORTHERN SPIRIT! 


AUSTRALIA’S SOCCER SUPERSTAR CATCHES UP WITH ABSW’S 
JOHN ECONOMOS AT THE NORTHERN SPIRIT LAUNCH 


eeds United and 

Australian 

Superstar Harry 

Kewell last 

Friday signed for 
the Ericsson Cup’s fledgling 
club Northern Spirit. 
Unfortunately it was not as a 
player. 

The 19-year-old Australian 
World Cup striker has decided 
to become the Club's official 
‘No. I supporter’, 

As part of the deal Kewell, 
who is managed by IMG, will 
participate in coaching clinics 
and attend, whenever possible, 
Northern Spirit home match- 
es, 

These will be played at the 
Northern Sydney Oval — the 
first match scheduled is for 
October 9, 

“It's a great privilege for 
me to be at this club and assist 
to take it to the top, 

“T will help the club as 
much as T can and hopefully 
will be able to come out 
much as I can to see the ki 
pledged Kewell last Friday 
during a media conference at 
the Spirit club office 

“Soccer is not just about 
or the team. It isa 
hrives on the sup- 


fans, 

“T think what the Northern 
Spirit is going to do to create a 
family and community 
involvement is exactly what 
the code of Soccer urgently 
needs in Australia, 

“If you love style, spirit 


The face of Australian Soccer: Harry Kewell 


and spectacular Soccer, join 
the Club,” 

Tn announcing the club's 
family membership package, 
Northern Spirit president, 
Kathryn Greiner, stated: “The 
Spirit will be a club for 
lies, for couples, for dedi 
Soccer funs and people in 
search of Friday night enter- 
tainment with a difference.” 

Club membership entitles 
purchasers to a Season Ticket 
for all 14 Spirit home games 
at a 10% discount, a chance to 


secure prime grandstand se 
a bi-monthly newsletter, a 
team poster, the opportunity to 
meet the Spirit players and the 
chance to book the best seats 
in the house for all Australian 
and international matches 
played in Sydney, 

‘The total cost is $25 for the 
1998-99 season. 

Meanwhile the Chairman 
of Spirit, Remo Nogarotto, 
stated at the conference: “One 
of the main problems that 
most Soccer clubs have is that 


Graham Arnold and Harry Kewell 


they are all under capitalised 
with a low level of profession- 
alism. This issue is about the 
proper capitalisation of clubs, 
and the geographical situation 
is not an issue,” when ques- 
tioned about whether there are 
too many sides in Sydney. 
Nogarotto added: “All our 


projected costings have been 
based on a conservative home 
gate crowd of 5,000. 
“Sydney is the largest 
sporting market place in all 
Australia. The Spirit’s player- 
coach and former World Cup 
striker Graham Arnold 
revealed to ABSW: “I have 


not completed my buying of 
players and am still looking to 
add another one or two to the 
15 players I’ve signed up. 

“The one player I’m very 
keen to sign up is Sydney 
United’s young sweeper, 
Dean Culina.” 

It’s also understood that 


Arnold is still in the market 
for another goalkeeper to sup- 
port already signed from 
Sydney United, Johnny 
Perosh, 

“I've had some dialogue 
with Peter Blazincic,” ended 
Amold, 


Northern Spirit Football Club 


This New Exciting NSL Club Invite 
Players Turning 16 Years for trials 
to our Apprenticeship Colts Team for 
this coming season, under the watchful eye 
of Graham Arnold Head Coach. 
TRIAL DATE: 
JUNE 24TH WEDNESDAY 6.00PM 


Christie Park, Gladesville 
For Inquiries: 
Please ring Soccer Office 


Puone 9460 2187 


Northern Spirit Football Club 


This New Exciting NSL Club Invite. 
Players Turning 17 and 18 years for trials 
to our Apprenticeship Youth Team for this 
coming season, under the watchful eye of 
Graham Arnold Head Coach. 
: TRIAL DATES: 

JUNE 29TH MONDAY 6.00PM, JULY 6TH MONDAY 6.00PM 
JULY 13TH MonpDaAY 6.00PM, JULY 20TH MONDAY 6.00PM 
JULY 27TH MonDaAY 6.00PM 
Cromer Park, Dee Why 
For INQUIRIES: 
Please ring Soccer Office 


PHONE 9460 2187 
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fter nine years at playing at the 
highest level in Greece, John 
Anastasiadis decided to head 
home to Australia last year. 
‘A new president, with new ideas at his 
club PAOK, as well as some other matters, 
persuaded Anastasiadis to return home. 
could have signed up again but in the 
end it came down to money, the money 
wasn’t to my likin 
could have signed up with a lower 
club in the first division. 
ut at the same time, J thought I'd come 
back, all my family’s here and T could help 
‘out with the family business.” 
It was always Anastasi 
finish his career in Austral 
ready to retire at 29, but it just happened a 
little sooner than he perhaps planned. 
With South Melbourne, Anasta 
won the championship and was a major 
contributor to that success — he finished 
top scorer at the club, 
“Tt good year me,” says a happy 


intention to 


ii 
“Thad a lot of doubters at the start 
because, it seems to me that in Australia 
that when a person comes back from 
overseas they think that he’s come back for 
a bit of kick around. 

“But I think things have changed, 
soccer's my life and I do everything that's 
possible to make sure I'm successful.” 

His suecess can be pinpointed from the 
time he switched to playing up front. 

At the time it looked a gamble by coach 
Ange Postecoglou, but it paid immediate 
dividends with Anastasiadis scoring a hat- 
trick against Sydney United in his first 
game as striker. 

“Tove playing there, I can use my speed 
more there than I can on the wings,” he 
said, 

“| had a good understanding with Paul 
‘Trimboli and all the boys playing behind 


me, I probably wouldn’t have scored any 
goals had it not been for their 
unselfishness,” he notes humbly, 

Gaining the respect of his new team- 
males at the start of the season was also 
important to this very professional of 
Soceer players. 

You can’t go very far without the 
respect of the players, Some of the boys 
respected me because | had played overseas 
but J still had to do the business on the field 
for them.” 

Anastasiadis began playing at national 
league level for Heidelberg United twelve 
years ago, breaking into the first team at 17. 

ack then they were a mighty club, 
completely different to the one that 
Janguishes at the bottom of the Premier 
League table today, There battles with the 
then Hellas were always major events in 
Melbourne Soccer, attracting huge interest. 

He then landed a contract with PAOK, 
‘one of the biggest in the country. 

Anastasiadis spent nine years at PAOK, 
playing over 300 competitive games. 

“It was tough. There were a lot of up and 
downs,” he reflects. 

South's Grand Final scorer enjoyed 
considerable success in Greece, playing in 
Cup finals and against the likes of David 
Ginola, George Weah and the great Diego 
Maradona in European competition. 

the return to competition in 
been a bit of an eye opener for 


After seeing a what the professionalism 
of Europe has to offer, he says that we 
really need to get our act together in 
Australia. 


“The standard really has to improve,” he 
believes. 

“If we had a professional approach off 
the field, it would rub off on the field, then 


Despite the fact that he spent so long 
playing at a high level in Europe, he never 
‘once was selected to play for Australia, nor 
was he even contacted by any member of 


“Soccer is my life and | do everything that is possible to make sure that | am 
successful,” says South Melbourne’s key man, John Anastasiadis. 


“If Stan Lazaridis was playing in Greece 
today, he wouldn’t be playing for Australia. 
“They just have the wrong idea. Because 
they think that Greek soccer is full of 
scandals, they think that the standard’s no 


‘Anastasiadis points out Newcastle 
United's Nikos Dabizas and Leicester 
City's Theo Zagorakis are shining examples 


that the Greek first divis 

got an undeserved bad name w 
Australian national soccer couches 3 
officials. 

“AL the time there were guys playing 
France, Belgium and Holland who were 
clubs that are there just to make up 
numbers in their leagues. 

“All the boys playing in Greece 
playing for the four best teams, but 
never got a go, 

J would have loved to have played 
Australia all the time I was overseas.” 

It has obviously been a bitter pill 
Anastasiadis to swallow and he would | 
the same thing to happen to Bill Damiai 
who has just joined Xanthi. 

“Hopefully the name he's built up | 
already will help him and that the fact 
he’s going to Greece will not count aga 
him,” Anastasiadis says hopefully. 

It’s not the only thing that up) 
Anastasiadis, 

He has an impressive knowledge 
passion for the game and was dee 
worried by all the negative media cove 
his club received in the weeks afier 
Grand Final, particularly in the Melbo) 
press. 

He has found it-hard to accept, espec 
since he has recently returned fro 
country that is noted for its fanaticism. 

“It’s someting that is holding back 
game, they jump on soccer at every g 
opportunity.” 

Anastasiadis is, at the time of writin 
yet to be presented with a new contra 
South. 

But there seems little danger of hin 
playing at Lakeside Stadium next seaso 

“PIL give South the first option, 
hopefully the only option” he says. 

“But 1 don’t want to leave S 
Melbourne, I love the club.” 


nalia Cabrera, a Port Kembla law 

student, has been crowned Miss 

Port Kembla Soccer Club for 1998 
at a lavish ceremony on the weekend, 

Cabrera, 19, was awarded this during a 
function last Saturday night al the Fraternity 
Club in Wollongong. 

This organisation is one of the big 
supporters of Soccer in the Illawarra, and in 
fact, they sponsor Wollongong Wolves. 

‘She had to contend with opposition from 
five beautiful local girls for the sash of Miss 
Port Kembla Soccer. 

The tall and elegant Anali, who is 
studying law at Wollongong University, 


spoke to ABSW after she received the 
award, and stated that she wanted to pursue 
a career in law, however her interest in the 
World Game stems from the fact that her 
parents come from a Soccer-mad country. 

“Twas born and rais 
and my parents are from Uruguay,” 

She enjoys “swimming and listening to 
Spanish music”, and her hobbies are 
“following the Port Kembla Soccer team of 
course! They play in the Illawarra Soccer 
‘Association and they are coached by one of 
the greats of the game. our former World 
Cup striker from. 1974, Adrian “Noddy” 
Alston.” 


in Wollongong . 


ABSW also congratulates the lovely 
Diana Giuditta, who raised the most funds 
for the cause and was named ‘Ms 
Personality’, 

The president of the Port Kembla Soccer 
Club, Vince Reschilla, commented later that 
“all six young ladies did a fabulous job in 
their fund-raising and have done Port 
Kembla Soccer Club very proud.” 

ABSW concurs with his words. It is 
wonderful to see our Soccer Princesses 
raising so much money for good causes 
‘And if there are any more around the nation 
feel free to let us know and we will try to 
doa story on them as well. 
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L to R: Runners-up Jessica Poblete, Centre Miss Port Kembla Soccer 
‘Ms Anali Cabrera, and Miss Personality Diana Giuditta. 


€LLEZ! OLA! OLE! 


98 World Cup soundtrack. The Month of June 
kicks off with the release of the official album of 
the World Cup 1998 - Allez! Ola! Ole! 

The 20 Track Allez! Ola! Ole! is the only album 
officially endorsed by the world soccer governing body 
FIFA and features songs recorded from acts representing 
many of the qualifying World Cup countries, 

Highlights include acts like Youssou N'Dour, Jean 
Michel Jarre, Apollo Four Forty, Gipsy Kings, 
Chumbawamba and Jam Spoon. 

Included in the line up of artists, is the Latin singing 


R= Martin performs the ‘Official Song’ for the 


MUSIC OF THE WORLD CUP 1998! 


sensation Ricky Martin, who performs the official song 
of the tournament — La Copa De La Vida” (The Cup of 
Life). 

Allez! Ola! Ole! is due for release in just two days. 

This is a great album, and perfect to get you in the 
mood for the biggest event in the world. 

We would like to thank our friends at Colombia 
Records for the CDs and videos to be given away, 

See below for how you can get your hands on this 
album and some great prizes from EA Sports and the 
World Cup CD ROM Monopoly... 


COMPETITION DETAILS 


We have three competitions ... send in 


ne envelope per competition and mark each one 


clearly. These are very popular competitions so get your envelopes in early! 


1: EA Sports World Cup 98 Competition. Send in on the back of an envelope your name 
address and phone number with the answer to this question: Name one team in France 98. 
One winner will receive EA Sports World Cup 98 game. 


2: Allez! Ola! Ole! Competition. Send in on the back of an envelope your name address 
and phone number with the answer to this question: Which country does Ronaldo play for? 
One winner will receive the album and accompanying video, - 


3: Monoploy CD Rom Game Competition: Send in on the back of an envelope your name 
address and phone number with the answer to this question: Which country hosted the 
World Cup in 1994? Two winners will receive a copy of each book. 


We will draw the winners next Monday June 22. 


Go to page 31 for details of last week’s winners. 
All prizes were sent out from ABSW Towers on June 15. 


Mame = 


FRANCE 98 


REVIEW 


Of Monopoly France 98 by ABSW’s junior soccer correspondent 
Mark Stavroulakis... 


one are the days when you 

used to pull out Monopoly 

and play it with all the family. 

Times have changed, 

technology has changed, 
Monopoly has gone a further step in re- 
creating one of the best-loved board games 
into a soccer sizzler. 

Monopoly World Cup France 98 is 
specialised only for the PC, but it won’t take 
long until the Nintendo and Sony Playstation 
fall and pick up this very irresistible game. 

Realise your dream and win the World 
Cup as the classic programe teams up with 
the greatest sporting event, France 98, Net a 
few good teams, comer the market and stash 
your cash and bid for the ultimate soccer 
supremacy! 

It may only take a second to score but fail 
to keep your eye on the ball, or hit a run of 
bad form and risk losing your place in the 
world rankings. 

As you roll the dice, you will be able to 
watch the football players come to life right 
before your eyes. You can wheel and deal for 


your favourite national teams, build up the 
ultimate stadium and more, 

Plus, using the new rules for Monopoly, 
passing GO will allow you to compete 
against the Monopoly Man himself’ in a. do- 
or-die penalty shootout. 

Monopoly World Cup France 98 
distinguishes great graphics —eyen Australia 
get a mention displaying good old Ayers 
Rock and other famous landmarks from 
around the world, 

The music fits in well with the game, 
charts which you Witness in the terraces are 
widely used as the main backdrop for this 
great game, 

Animation is superbly presented, as you 
strive to take one of twenty two teams 
displayed in this game towards the ultimate 
goal. 

There are also a number of World Cup 
options included in this amazing game, 1 
really enjoyed this and I highly recommend it 
to those who enjoy playing games with good 
graphics and plenty of action. 


ee 
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NSW STATE LEAGUES 


SUPER LEAGUE 


ROUND 15 


First Grade; Macarthur Rams 3 (E Williams 12/75m, A 
Macerola 87m) bt Parramatta Eagles 1 (R Younis 1m), 
Blacktown City 2 (D Foxe 3m, J Angelucci 26m) bt St 
George Saints 0, Leichhardt Tigers 2 (J Pettenon 7m, T. 
Bazedaric 60m) bt Eastern Suburbs 1 (M. Daniels 47m, 
C Hobbs 92m) bt Canterbury Berries 1 (J Nikas 9m Pen), 
Bonnyrigg White Eagles 3 (J Mancino 30m/35m/61m)) bt 
Central Coast 0, Bankstown City Lions 3 (M. Todoroski 
7m, M. Hawrysiuk 17m, M Lozevski 87m) but Ryde City 
Gunners 1 (J Koch 37m Pen). 


P W DL F A DIFPTS 
Macarthur Rams 15.10. 2° 3:29620 9 32 
Bonnyrigg WE 15 8 3 4 30 20 10 27 
Blacktown City 15 8 3 4 28 18 10 27 
Eastern Suburbs 15 8 2 5 34 20 14 26 
Canterbury Berries 15 8 2 5 26 23 3 26 
Leichhardt Tigers 15. 74% 26° 19° 7% 25 
ParramattaEagles 13 7 2 4 27 19 8 23 
Bankstown City 15 6 4 5 23 21 2° 22 
Central Coast 14.3 8 8.19 23 4 12 
Ryde CityGunners 14 2 4 8 13 26 -13 10 
Sutherland Shire 14 2 3 9 10 26 -16 9 
St George Saints 141 2 1111 41 -30 5 

FEDERATION DIVISION ONE 
ROUND 18 


First Grade: Belmore Hercules 1 (S Solidakis 67m) 
drew Manly Warringah 1 (D Roenthal 15m), Penrith 
Panthers Rockdale City Suns, Fairfield Bulls 3 (S 
Talevski 24m, A Zizic 44m, D locca 67m) bt Bathurst '75 
0, Hurstville City 2 (T Pntidas 43m, J Melissourgos 89m) 
bt Hills United 1 (P Vezos 63m), Stanmore Hawks 4 (T 
Kotsoros 10m C Sciberras 52m, M Rositano 60m, K 
Briscoe 89m) bt Belmore Hercules 0, Illawarra Lions 3 (D 
Tosevski 55m D Delovski 88m, J Kencevski 65m) bt AC 
United 0, Auburn United 3 (own goal 19m, own goal 26m, 
T Omac 53m) bt Moorebank Sports 0, Manly Warringah 2 
(T Krslovic 49 Pen/85m) but Mt Pritchard 0. 


' P WD UL F A DIFPTS 
Fairfield Bulls 17:13 1 3 41 17 24 40 
Stanmore Hawks 17 12 1 4 44 20 24 37 
Hurstville City 18 12 1 5 38 21 17 37 
Auburn United 189 4 5 33 30 3 31 
Bathurst ‘75, AZ ahs Bren 1201 22---2) 27 
Rockdale CitySuns 19 8 1 1039 38 1 25 
Moorebank Sports 16 7 4 5 23 26 -3 25 
Manly Warringah 18 6 6 6 28 23 5 24 
Penrith Panthers 166 4 6 21 20 1 22 
Illawarra Lions 18 7 3 9 23 24 -1 21 
AC United 173 6 8 24 33 -9 15 
Hills United 17 3 4 1017 39 -22 13 
Belmore Hercules 15 2 5 8 14 30 -16 11 
Mt Pritchard 17 2° 2 1322 44 -22 8 

FEDERATION DIVISION TWO 
ROUND 15 


First Grade: Hajduk Wanderers 4 bt Greystanes 0, 
Hurstville ZSC 4 bt Gladesville United 2, Dulwich Hill 3 bt 
University of NSW 0, Mt Druitt Town Rangers 2'drew 
Arncliffe Scots 2, Sydney District 1 bt Alexander Warriors 
0, Parrmatta City 2 drew Liverpool City 2, Hurstville ZSC 
4 bt Mt Druitt Town Rangers 0, Dulwich Hill 4 bt 
Alexander Warriors 1. 


P W DL F A ODIFPTS 
Dulwich Hill 15 13 2 0 49 12 37 41 
Hajduk Wanderers 14 10 4 0 42 9 33 34 
Hurstville ZSC 15 8 5 2 33 20 13 29 
Alexander Warriors 15 7 1 7 34 28 6 22 
Sydney District 15 7 0 8 20 28 -8 21 
Greystanes 15 5 3 7 20 28 8 18 
Mt Druitt Town, 15 24: SS Gy 26 Nettie tr 
Ammeliffe Scots 4595 28 26.-295-3 17 
Parramatta City 14 4 3 7 20 34 -14 15 
Gladesville United 13° 3 (3-7 (21 33) -12-12 
Liverpool City 143 3 8 12 27 15 12 
Uni of NSW 14 2 1 1111 39 -28 7 


TIGERS CONQUER 
EASTS 


By John Economos 


last Sunday when they brushed aside Eastern 
‘Suburbs 1-2 at Wentworth Park. 

‘Trailing 0-1 on the hour mark, double disaster struck Easts. 

Tigers midfielder Eric Hristodoulou raced into the box to 
gather in a Derek Poimer cross from the left. As he did so 
Easts’ free-back Peter Pullicino brought Hristodoulou down 
from behind and referee Simon Micallef promptly pointed to 
the spot, flashed a yellow card to the sweeper, (his second), 
then flashed the red. 

The consistently industrious Leichhardt defender Tommy 
Bazdaric stepped up to the spot mark and powerfully unleashed 
a side-footed shot into the target to power the Tigers to a 0-2 
lead. 

‘The Tigers drew first blood as early as the sixth minute 
when the stocky striker Poimer lifted a free-kick from the left 
for Tigers’ sweeper Ante Juric to head to his skipper and 
central defender Jeremy Pettenon who slammed in from barely 
ametre. 

Seven minutes from the break Poimer rocked the horizontal 
with his violent drive from almost 30 metres. 

Easts proved a difficult enemy and refused to yield, but the 
‘Tigers gallantly inspired through example by their tenacious 
right back Bazdaric, held together to weather the “Eastern 
storm’. 

So dominant was the performance by Bazdaric that he won 
everything in the air as well as on the ‘floor’. 

Easily Easts’ best performer was their defiant left midfielder 
Mick Daniels who repeatedly ripped into Leichhardt with nail- 
biting tackles. 

Daniels was rewarded for his very fine display in the 70th 
minute when he scored an excellent consolation goal. 

Collecting possession some 35 metres out, Daniels knocked 
it wide to his right and raced through in support to gather in a 
retum pass and slot into the target past the advancing Bobby 
Catlin who was left totally exposed. 

Just 12 minutes from the bell, former Newcastle goal-ace 
Jason Bennett could have locked up the scoreline for Easts 
when he broke free on the right, but his over-eagerness saw 
him blast well over the horizontal. 

‘The Leichhardt boss, Aro Bertogna later stated to ABSW: 
“Our defenders did the job today as they all gave a solid 
display in a tough duel. 

“We are playing as a team and my players are starting to 
believe in themselves at last. You have to really earn 
everything in this game today,” ended the former Leichhardt 
skipper who led the side to its last league championship back in 
1987. 

LEICHHARDT TIGERS: Catlin, Bazdaric, Pettenon, 
Juric, tesoro, Hristodoulou, Guzzo, Savoca, Worrell, Poimer, 
Buonavoglia. 

EASTERN SUBURBS; Bihira, Spivak, Segreto, Pullicino, 
Ekinic, Moss, jerkovic, McCombe, Daniels, Bennett, Mutton. 

Scorers: Pettenon 6th, Bazdaric 60th penalty for Leichhardt 
and Daniels 70th for Eastern Suburbs. 


T: Leichhardt Tigers continued their winning streak 


Tommy Bazdaric: Man of the Match and penalty 
scorer. 


WOMEN’S STATE LEAGUE 


Div 1; First Grade: NNSW ITC Academy 1 bt 
Sutherland Sharks 0, Sydney United 6 bt Gladesville 
Ravens 0, Marconi Fairfield 5 bt Nepean Panthers 0, 
NSW INST/Academy 9 bt UWS Macarthur 1, Moorebank 
Sports 2 bt Eastern Suburbs 0, NSW INST/Academy 4 bt 
Nepean Panthers 0, Sydney United 2 bt Sutherland 

harks 1. 


PW DL F A DIFPTS 
NSWINST/Academy 10 10 0 0 38 4 44 30 
NNSWITC/Academy 9 7 2 0 38 3 35 23 
‘Sydney United 10 7 1 2 49 10 39 22 
Marconi Fairfield 10 6 2 252 8 44 20 
Sutherland Sharks 10 6 1 3 24 10 14 19 
Gladesville Ravens 10 4 0 6 15 35 -20 12 
UWS Macarthur 11 3 0 8 19 50 -31 9 
Moorebank Sports T 20'S. 8) 33-276 
Nepean Panthers 10 1 0 9 10 53 -43 3 
Eastern Suburbs 110 0 116 16 -55 0 


Div 2; Gladesville Ravens 1 bt Sutherland Shire 0, St 
George Association 6 bt Bankstown City 2, Shoalhaven 
Association 6 bt Bathurst City 0, Central Coast WSA 4 bt 
Wollongong City 0, Roselands 2 drew Manly Warringah 
2s 


P W DL F A DIFPTS 
CentralCoastWSA 10 9 1 0 48 11 37 28 
ShoalhavenAssoc 10 8 2 0 53 8 35 26 
St George Assoc 10 8 1 1321 8 24 25 
Manly Warringah 11.6 2 3 33 21 12 20 
Roselands 10 4 2 4 26 29 -2 14 
Bathurst City 113 2 6 24 28 -4 11 
GladesvilleRavens 9 2 2 5 8 19-11 8 
Wollongong City 10 2 1 611 24-13 7 
Sutherland Shire 11.2 0 9 20 40 -20 6 
Bankstown City 10 0 1 9 10 68 -58 1 


NBN SOCCER LEAGUE RESULTS 


ROUND 12 

1ST GRADE 
Cessnock 1 Highfields 0 
Toronto 0 Broadmeadow 0 
Hamilton 7 Wallsend 2 
Belmont Swansea 3 Edgeworth 3 
Weathertex Gunners 5 Western Workers 1 
Easts Maitland 3 Adamstown 0 
NORTHERN NSW SOCCER 

Women’s State League 


Ne NSW defeated competition leaders Sutherland 
Sharks 1-0 at Seymour Oval on Saturday, 

The score was locked at 0-0 at half-time after a scrappy first 
half where the Sharks had several chances but were denied by 
the defence of the strong Northern NSW outfit. 

Northern NSW have conceded only four goals this season, 
Norther NSW took the lead and the points in the 55th minute 
when Trudy 

Diamond found the net. “We were a bit scrappy in the first 
half,” said coach Mark Jones. “But to their credit (Northem) 
they defended well in the first half and in the second session 
we played a lot smarter and tougher taking our best chance 
when Trudy (Diamond) scored. 

“Again we created several chances but were not able to put 
them away, but a win is a win as they (Sutherland) are-a strong 
team,” 

The reserve grade finished with a 1 all draw with 
Sutherland. 

“The draw was a good result considering we were beaten 3- 
| by the Sharks in the first round,” said assistant coach Renaye 
Iserief. 

“Julie King scored for us and the rest of the team played 
well.” 

Next weekend Northem NSW have a double header at home 
(Jack McLaughlan Oval) playing NSW Institute on Saturday 
and Eastern Suburbs on Sunday. 


NBN Soccer League 

nthe NBN match of the day on Saturday Cessnock 

Hornets turned around last week’s 2-1 loss to the 
Weathertex Gunners with a 1-0 win over grand final 
winners Highfields Azzurri at Lisle Carr Oval. 

Twenty eight year old Anthony Beckett smashed the ball, 
from a right short comer, past the Azzurri keeper in the 49th 
minute to steal the win. + 

Cessnock, with a first grade squad consisting of seve 


players still eligible for under 18's, held on gallantly to the 1-0 
L 
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margin to collect the points 
and put pressure on Azzurri 
to make the final five. 
Former Cessnock trio Brent, 
Lionel and Chris King have 
signed with neighboring club 
Weston Workers Bears and 
will add strength to the 


"Weston camp. 


Next week round 13 
SAT 20/06/98 


ADAMSTOWN 
ROSEBUDS V CESSNOCK 
HORNETS, 


SUN 21/06/98 


HIGHFIELDS AZZURRI 
WOLVES V TORONTO 
AWABA STAGS, 
BELMONT 
SWANSEA SWANS V 
HAMILTON OLYMPIC 
WARRIORS, EASTS. 
MAITLAND V 
EDGEWORTH 
EAGLES, WEATHERTEX 
GUNNERS y WALLSEND 
RED DEVILS, WESTON 
WORKERS BEARS V 
BROADMEADOW 
MAGIC. 


2HD Soccer League 


The 2HD match of the 
day between Lambton Jaffas 
and Beresfield at Edden Oval 
was hard game on a soggy 
pitch according toJaffas 
spokesman John Macaulay. 

“Tt was a tough affair with 
the sting out of the ground 
the ball bobbled around a 
bit,” said Macaulay, 

The Jaffas had lead 2-0 at 
half-time and went onto win 
34, 

Brian Southall (2nd) and 
Shane Macaulay (34th 
penalty) the first half goal 
scorers, 

Beresfield scored in the 
82nd (Kyel Easey) and the 
Jaffas put the match beyond 
doubt in the 85th minute 
when Brian Southall bagged 
his second, 


Next week round 14: 
SAT 20/06/98 . 


BERESFIELD UNITED V 
STOCKTON SHARKS, 


SUN 21/06/98 


LAKE MACQUARIE 
ROOSTERS V WEST 
WALLSEND BLUEBELLS, 
SINGLETON STRIKERS V 
BUDGEWOI BUDGIES, 
TINGIRA EAGLES V 
LAMBTON JAFFAS, 
DUDLEY - REDHEAD. 
UTD V MAYFIELD 
UNITED, THORNTON 
PARK V PHOENIX UTD. 


Arctic Cup Round 2 
Results. 

Thursday June 11 @ 
Weston Park 

Wallsend 1 [4] beat 
Singleton 1 [1] on penalties 

Budgewoi 3 [8] beat 
Mayfield United 3 [7] on 
penalties 

Weston Workers 2 beat 
Thornton Park 


(& ABSW 


NSW STATE LEAGUES 


Super Youth League — 


Round 15 


G3 Gil4 
Blacktown C y Sutherland A 00 5- 


Marconi Fv N'castle Breakers 0-3 0- 
Eastern Subs v Wollongong City 3-1 2. 
Sydney Utd y Manly Warringah 1-1 4 
Sydney Olympic v MacarthurR 3-0 2 
Gl'ville Hornsby v Southern Dist 3-1 2 
Leichhardt Tigers v P’matta Eagles0-1 2. 
GRADE 13 
PowWeb “LF 
Sydney Olympic 13°13 0 0 4! 
Sutherland Assoc 915 8 3 4 24 
Gladesville Hornsby 13. 8 92 3 25 
Parramatta Bagles 13 8 2 3 20 
Southern Districts 15 8 2 5 25 
Eastern Suburbs | leet eae) aisha) 
Sydney United 15 7 «1 7 26 
MacarthurRams 13 6 3 4 32 
Newcastle Breakers 13 5 2 6 22 
Manly Warringah 134 2 7 14 
Blacktown City Bre o2Nee hae 
Wollongong City 13 2 4 7 14 
Leichhardt Tigers 13 3 1 9 18 
Marconi Fairfield 13 1 0 129 
GRADE 14 
RIS) ced oma 
Southern Districts 15 12 2 1 54 
Gladesville Horsnby 13. 11 1 1 36 
Blacktown City 1S 0) “4: “27: 
Sydney Olympic 13 10 2 1 41 
Wollongong City 13 7 4 2 29 
Sutherland Assoc 15 7 3 5S 28 
Leichhardt Tigers 13 5 4 4 20 
Sydney United 1p yd i Ns ol 
Newcastle Breakers 13 5 1 7 16 
MacarthurRams 133 5 5S 17 
Parramatta Eagles 13 2 2 9 8 
Eastem Suburbs 15 2 1 12 15 
Marconi Fairfield 13 1 1 M3 
Manly Warringah 13 0 1 12 4 
GRADE 15 
PL?” wiloralkt 
Sydney Olympic 13 10 2 1 40 
Parramatta Eagles 13 10 1 2 32 
Blacktown City 14 19? if. sami: 
Gladesville Hornsby 12.7 4 1 31 
Leichhardt Tigers 13 7 2 4 55 
Neweastle Breakers 13 7 1 5 29 
Marconi Fairfield 13 6 3 4 20 
Sutherland Assoc 15 6 1 8 28 
Southern Dist 5 6°°0 9 28 
Sydney Utd 1S 4 4 6 18 
Manly Warringah 13 3 2 8 13 
MacarthurRams 13 2 4 7 12 
Eastern Suburbs leper ie rel faa g 
WollongongCity 13 2 1 10 10 
GRADE 16 
Po WePeeb sk 
Parramatta Eagles 13 11 0 2 38 
Souther Districts 14 8 3 3 26 
Blacktown City 14 6} eGie2l 
Sydney Utd 15 Guede 520 
Newcastle Breakers 13.7 0 6 19 
Wollongong City 14 5 5 4 15 
Manly Warringah 13 5 5 3 12 
GladesvilleHomsby 13 6 1 6 15 
Sydney Olympic 13 5 3 5 16 
Marconi Fairfield 12 5 2 5 21 
Sutherland Assoc 15 30 4 6 I7 
Eastern Suburbs LI a Joa 1 
MacarthurRams 13 1 7 5 10 
Leichhardt Tigers 13 1 6 6 10 


DIVISION ONE YOUTH LEAGUE 


— ROUND 15 


GN3 Gil4 GIS G/i6 
Rockdale City Suns v StGeorge 3-5 43 
Ryde City v Mawarra Lions who wl 
Southern Branch v Bankstown A 1-0 2-0 


CSI Schofield v Bonnyrigg WE 2-4 


Canterbury A v Penrith Panthers 2-0 3-0 
AC United y Blacktown Assoc 3-1. 2. 
L 


Nepean Assoc y Central Coast 13 


AC United 4 10 1 3 50 19 31 31 
GRADE 13 Bankstown Assoc 14 9 2 3 33 18 15 29 
Fe Sa ee ioe or 159 2 4 % 15 2 
Southem Branch 15 12 2 1 49 I 38 38 i Gores se Mae oe se ae 
St George st 3 1 53 16 37 36 BS ee Ouse ete Paria 
Central Coast =—«415« 10-23 8 16 2. 2 HE ia ae a oe naeh ea cies ae = 
IawaraLions 15 8 4 3 28 16 122 28 ROHAN R CI SESS, <A 9 ae a Sa 
2 
AC United 69 0 7 64 8 27 Byes, Peo to 3 Sta ee 
Ryde Cit De) 4 ee ee BomyriggWE 13 5 0 8 14 29 -14 15 
eens - Canterbury Assoc 14 4 2 8 26 31-5 14 
CSiSchofiells 15 8 0 7 4 367 24 if 5 
BonmyiggWe 13 7 2 4-4) 2 0 23 CsiSchofield 15 1 1 «13:9 a4 235 4 
e 2 Nepean Assoc 13 0 0 13 15 86 -71 0 
Canterbury Asscc 15 7 1 7 27 39 -12 22 Pe 
Bankstown Assoc 14 5 1 8 2 2 
Rockdale € MB dy, 3 Ua DIVISION TWO YOUTH LEAGUE 
Blacktown Assoc 16 2 1 13.10 
Penrith Panthers 14 1 1 12 6 — ROUND 10 
Nepean Assoc 13 1 0 12 10 
GI3 G/l4 GIS G/6 
GRADE 14 Stanmore Hawks vMtPritchard 1-1 3-2 3.0 0-4 
Mt Druitt Town v Hajduk Wand 5-2 1-0 0-1 00 
P WD LE A DIF PTS Macquarie Spts y Parramatta City 2-1 0-0 12 0-0 
SouthemBranch 15 if 2.2 27 6 21 35 Ku-rin-gai Assoc v Hawkesbury 1-0 1-0 1-2 1-3 
‘AC United 9 4 2B 2 31 Hills United y Granville Assoc. 3-1. 0-0 1-3. 0.0 
St George 15 9 2 4 39 15 24 29 
Cenial Cosi «1S «8 «2S (6 13 14 26 GRADE 13 
Ryde City Dette. 22,1507 ..25 
BonnyriggWE 13 6 3 4 26 197 2 Po W DL PA DIP PTS 
Bankstown Assoc 14 5 6 3 15 123 21 MacquarieSports 9 6 2 1 24 M13 20 
Penrith Panthers 14 7 0 7 14 40 21 Ku-ring-gai Assoc 9 6 2 1 15 7 8 20 
Blacktown Assoc 16 4 5 7 19 2% -8 17 Hills United 9 6 1 2% 0 14 19 
Canterbury Assoc 14 5 1 8 21 28-7 16 StanmoreHawks 9 4 2 3 21147 14 
Nepean Assoc irate 4) Ot a ed Mt Druitt Town, 69.33 T2529 Mba 
Rockdale CitySuns 16 4 1 II 21 37 -16 13 ParramattaCity 9 3 1 S 16 23 -7 10 
MawarraLions 15 3 2 10 11 27 -I6 II Hawkesbury City 8 3 1 4 8 16 -8 10 
CSlSchofields 15 2 1 129 43 347 GranvilleAssoc 99 2 3 4 8 4 6 9 
Mt Pritchard Sieh 4 Di vedi BerI3e Sans 
GRADE 15 Hajduk Wanderers 8 0 0 8 8 25 -I7 0 
P WD LF A OIF PIS GRADE 14 
Blacktown Assoc 16 12 3 1 39 Il 28 39 
MlawarraLions = 15 «12-«1 «233 14:19 37 P WD LF A DIF PTS 
St George 48 4 2 32 17 15 2B Ku-ring-gai Assoc 9-6 2 1 23-9 14 20 
AC United 47394 37 18 19 24 Hills United 952209 1 17 
Bankstown Assoc 14 6 3 4 2% I5 12 24 Hajduk Wanderers 8 5 1 2 1449 5 16 
Central Coast ome emia 19-1 22 StanmoreHawks 9 4 1 4 14 131 13 
Southem Branch 15 7 1 7 22 23-1 22 MtDruitTown 8 3 3 2 1 NO 12 
Rockdale City Suns 16 5 5 6 24 28 4 20 MacquarieSpots 9 3 2 4 5 14-9 II 
Bonnyrigg WE 1354 Ane S528 828 sry 36) Mt Pritchard Ce Fa ii | ae ce 
Ryde City 2-3 5 4 16 204 14 GranvilleAssoc 9 2 2 5 5 11-8 8B 
CSI Schofields 15 2 3 10 13 33 -20: 9) ParramattaCiy 9 2 2 5 9 19 -10 8 
Penrith Panthers 14 2 3 9 10 39 -29 9 Hawkesbury City 8 2 1 5 8 17-9 7 
Canterbury Assoc 14 2 2 10 20 34 -I4 8 
Nepean Assoc 13 2 2 9 8 29 -21 8 GRADE 15 
GRADE 16 P WD LF A OIF PTS 
PoW D LF A ODIF PTS Stanmore Hawks 9 8 0 1 26 4 22 24 
Central Coast {smd 2 252° 15-37. 35 Hills United OPEG 2 6 Salt a9 
Penrith Panthers 14 10 2 2 34 13 21 32 Granville Assoc 9 5 1 3 2016 16 
ParramattaCity 9 4 3 2 16 116 15 
Mt Pritchard eet ce ot as (ae ar 
Macquarie Spots 9 3 2 4 4 163 1 
} Hajduk Wanderers 8 3 1 4 11 110 10 
| NSW Soccer MDnittTown 8 2 1 5.9 112 7 
i Hawkesbury iy 8 1 2 5 3 21-18 5 
Federation Ku-ring-gai Assoc 9 0 1 8 6 36 -30 1 
ROUND 16 
Saturday June 20 


Central Coast v Parramatta Eagles 
Pluim Park — 6.00pm 
Blacktown City v Leichhardt Tigers 
Gabbie Stadium — 6.00pm 


DIRECTOR OF COACHING 7%. 
Se 


Manly Warringah Soccer Association 


Sunday June 21 
Macarthur Rams v St George Saints 
Lynwood Park — 3.00pm 
Bankstown City v Bonnyrigg W.E. 
Jensen Park — 3.00pm 
Canterbury M/ville v Ryde City 
Henson Park — 3.00pm 
Sutherland Sharks v Eastern Suburbs 
Seymour Shaw Park — 3.00pm 
Rd 5 — Wednesday June 24 
Parramatta Eagles v Central Coast 
Melita Stadium — 8.15pm 


a feeder association for the newly formed 
NSL club, Northern Spirit FC, 
invite applications for the position Head Coach of the 
Manly Warringah Dolphins Super Youth League. 
Responsible for Under 10s and Under 16s. 
Minimum coaching requirement — Level 2 
Applications in writing together with resume to 
Representative Football Secretary 
PO Box 455, NARRABEEN: NSW 2101 
Closing Date — July 3, 1998. 


SOCCER NSW INFORMATION SERVICE — 0055 22885 
Max. call cost 75c/min — IDS 
(Higher rate applies with mobile and public phones) 
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. HARLY HITS 
THE ROAD? 


By Phil Murphy 


I 
iis 


Harlock and young midfielder Noel Spencer will be 
swearing Wollongong Wolves colours next season. Both 

players have failed to agree on terms with the club board. 

Harlock missed most of last season after breaking an ankle 
against Gippsland at Brandon Park. 

Before his injury, he had been a very valuable member of the 
Wollongong squad, 

Spencer, a member of the Olyroo squad, has been linked with 
West Adelaide. 


SURJAN 
IMPASSE 


He believes he is well 
worth the amount he is asking 
but there is also a legal hitch. 

Surjan is arguing that if the 
club doesn’t meet his 
demands he is free to go to 


I seems unlikely that popular Kiwi wing-back Neil 


By Phil Murphy 


ne problem which 
Wolves coach 
Theodorakopoulos 


DATE OF BIRTH: 29/5/75 
BIRTHPLACE: New Zealand 
HEIGHT:185 cm 

WEIGHT: 80 kg 
RELATIONSHIP STATUS: Single 


has failed to resolve is the another club. OCCUPATION: Professional Soccer Player 
re-signing of classy —The Wolves disagree with PLAYING POSITION: Midfield 
playmaker Anthony Surjan. the player on this. NICKNAME: Harly 


Surjan asked the club to 
update his contract — he will 
go into the final year of a 
three-year deal next season. 

Unfortunately for 
Theodorakopoulos, the club 
and the player have been 
unable to agree on a figure, 

Surjan argues that he is a 


Their legal advice is that 
Surjan is signed up for three 
years and if he isn't happy 
with what he is being offered 
he can go on the transfer list, 

The coach is heading for 
France for the semi-finals and 
final of the World Cup and 
will start pre-season training 


PREVIOUS CLUBS: North Shore United, 
Waitaitere City, NZ 
REP HONOURS: New Zealand Intemational 
(CAREER INFLUENCES: Family 
FAVOURITE LOCAL PLAYER: Sonny Sevin 
FAVOURITE O/S PLAYER: Ryan Giggs 
FAVOURITE 0/S CLUB: Manchester United 
FAVOURITE COACH: Bobby Clark 
NOTABLE QUALITY: Good Left Side Cross 


valuable property fo the soon after he returns home. AMBITIONS: Winning 
Wolves. 
Clough for Breakers Queensland 
By Dane Skafte XXXX DIVISION 
lhe Newcastle Breakers officially appointed New General 
Manger Peter Clough to lead the club last week. P W D L GF GADiff Pts 
This follows the resignation of former General Manager Pat} Brisbane 1613 2 1 44 1232 41 
Clarke who resigned earlier this year, an 
i: ClibstatGrenteNitcel ae aidihal Cloupitproaphl atnew, [eee eee 
CutCSR ou ReTUn ee Vel as having a uccesstullbestaccs etary mmf me es cele 2p alee Tee 
marketing. pigs Rochedale Rov 15°38; "1 6 25, 20. S225 
The Toronto Chamber of Commerce and industry manager will | Ipsw Knights 15 8 1 6 25 27-2 25 
Start his new position on July 6. Mt Gravatt 16 45.7, 2827017, 
Clough admits that he doesn’t come from a soccer background | Gold Coast 164 5 7 19 25 -5 17 
but has attended several matches over the past season and has a good | Wynnum 15-5 2: 8 21 27-6 17 
understanding of the game, t : 
“When Tappled forthe jo it seemed like a good challenge and 1] BBE Waves 13 8 1 10 OP mies 
knew it wouldn't be easy but that is part of the job. Beenleig I Lge 
“If L can provide the opportunity to strengthen the club's financial Round 16 Scores 
position and turn around the club's fortunes,” Clough said. Wynnum 1 RochedaleRov 0 
“We have a new coach (Lee Sterrey) who should bring a fresh | Beenleigh 3) MtGravatt 2 
outlook to the club our performance next season is so important to] B*Berg Waves 0 _Ipsw Knights 5 
the Breakers’ success for the future,” Clough concluded. =} Guta Coast 1) BastaneCiy ces 
Collins said he will stay on as chairman for the time being until Brisbone Lions 3 TaringaRovers 0 


Clouth settles into the position, 


point adrift of second placed Taringa following a 3-1 win 
over the Gold Coast on Sunday. 

Lions’ officials have denied Bleiberg’s position was 
under the microscope following some ordinary results in 
recent weeks including the club's previous 2-0 loss to 
Wynnum. 

Taringa coach John Ogden, an applicant for the vacant 
Brisbane Strikers’ coaching job following the departure of 
Frank Farina, blamed three costly errors for his young 
side’s defeat. 


LIONS ROAR 


By Glenn Davis 


risbane Lions kept alive its faint XXXX 
league premiership hopes and ended 


MATIC AND VEART 


By Rob Bepiceht & Frank Michelon 
from Adelaide's radio SRT! 
delaide City haye named Zoran 
Matic as coach for the 1998-99 
Ericsson Cup season. This 
announcement was no surprise 
to anybody and was the worst kept secret 
in Australian soccer circles, 

Joe Mullen was named assistant to Zoran 
Matic. Zoran will be addressing the players 
next week and hopes to make decisions on 
new recruits in the near future, 

Uncontracted players captain Alex Tobin 

and Michael Brooks, who has had several 
approaches from other clubs, will be high on 
Matic’s list. 
And in other news around Adelaide, former 
Zebra Carl Veart is back in Adelaide, 
enjoying the end of season break from 
English second division club Milwall. 

Don't be surprised to see Veart back in 
the black and white strip this season. 
However on player on the move away from 
the city is Adelaide Sharks striker Jimmy 
Tsekinis, who has officially signed for South 
Melbourne for next season's Ericsson Cup 
competition. 

Tsekinis rang Sharks President John 
Garas to tell him his decision after spending 


BACK IN TOWN 


a week weighing up his options, 

Jimmy was also offered contracts at 
Sydney Olympic, Woolongong, Canberra 
and Perth Glory but decided to stay in 
Melbourne, as South Melbourne is one of 
the biggest clubs in Australian Soccer. 

Tsekinis is currently guesting for 
Melbourne Premier League Club Heidelberg 
United, and he says now that he has signed a 
new contract with the Champions, 

His ambitions to play overseas have to be 
put on hold. 

Ange Posteoglou has secured Tsekinis to 
strengthen his squad after the loss of Bill 
Damianos who has gone to Greece to play 
for first division club Xanthi, 

The privatisation of Australian Soccer 
clubs continues at a pace. Adelaide City’s 
privatisation issue has raised its head again 
with the proposal being given the go ahead 
by the board. 

Vice President Charlie Capogreco said 
that it will be put before the members in 
early July. 

At the same time the proposal to 
amalgamate with the South Australian 
Italian Association will be put before the 
members if all goes well Adelaide City will 
relocate their offices to the Carrington street 
club rooms, just around the corner from their 
Unley road training facilities. ‘ 


Adelaide City's stars of the future: (from left to right) Joshua Romanowicz, Joseph 
Rossi, Massimo Capasso, Nick Budin and Karim Slimani. Could these players play 
for Ad City under a privatised arrangement in the future? 


speculation about coach Miron Bleiberg’s 
future at the club with a comprehensive 3- 
0 win against a mistake riddled Taringa 
Rovers at Richlands Stadium on 
Saturday night, 

Matches haven't gone their way, 
resulting in strong rumours in soccer circles 
that Bleiberg's position was in jeopardy had 
they lost to Taringa. . 

Lions’ victory now sees the glamour side just one 


After a rugged first half encounter, which saw 

several bookings from referee John Peacock, 
Lions went to the half time break leading 1-0 
following a Michael Brockwell goal in the 
18th minute. 

Lions speedy striker Greg Di Losa did the 
early work laying on the cross for Brockwell 
who managed to flick the ball over Taringa 
keeper Scott Higgins. 


12 AUSTRALIAN AND BRITISH SOCCER WEEKLY — JUNE 16, 1998 


(Pic courtesy of Roy Hay) 
DIVISION STATE LEAGUE 
out PWD LF A PIS 
Enfield city ds; Sa 9) “1 25012080) 
West Adelaide 12 8 2 2 30 20 26 
Modbury 137 4 2 29 16 25 
Adelaide Cobras 13 7 2 4 27 21 23 
e Adelaide City 12 6 2 4 28 17 20 
Ustra OD — Paatistinights 13 6 1 6 22 26 19 
Noarlunga United 15 5 2 6 21 24 17 
Adelaide His «15 4 5 6 25 31 15 
Westem Strikers 15 3 4 6 17 21 13 
DIVISION PREMIER PortPirleCity 15 53 3 7 28 32 12 
Seaford 135 1 9 20 34 10 
PWDLF A Pts Sallsbury United 13 2 1 10 14 32 7 
WTorens Birkalla9 7 1 1 23 14 22 
Campbelltown Cily9 6 1 2 19 9 19 ROUND 13 RESULTS 
Croydon 9 5 2 2 19 14 17 Salisbury United 1 Adelaide City 2 
Adelaide BlueE 9 5 1 3 13 7 16 Seaford 1 Adelaide Cobras 2 
Cumberland Utd 9 4 2 5 11 15 14 — MoarlungaUnited 4 Paratills Knights 1 
Hlizabeth City 9 2 3 4 10 12 9 — WestemStrikers 2 West Adelaide 3 
Port Adelaide Lion9 2 3 4 9 12 9 Port Pirie City 2 = Modbury 2 
‘Olympians 93069 20 9 Adelaide Hills 3 Enfield City 5 
White CityWarrlors9 1 3 5 6 II 6 
Raiders 92-256 12) 17) 5 
ROUND 9 RESULTS 
Olympians 1 Campbelltown City 2 
Cumberland United © Port Adelaide Lion 0 
Croydon 5 Raiders 4 
Elizabeth City 2° WTorrens Birkalla 3 
‘Adelaide Blue Eagles 1 White City Watriors 0 


UNIT 2/3 PHIPPS CLOSE, DEAKIN, ACT. 2600 


PH: 06 260 4000 FAX: 06 260 4999 


Information Line: 1902 220 674 (Calls cparged at 50c min — higher rates for mobile public telephones) 


Internet Home Page HTTP: www.ACTSF.ORC.AU 


.club’s title remain frustrated after seven years. The new ACT town of 
Gungahlin was little more than a name on the map when Juyentus 
decided to adopt it as a geographical base. 

- At first it had to battle the ACT Soccer Federation which, in its wisdom, wanted 
it to set up shop i Queanbeyan. The revival of Monaro and promotion from the 
lower divisions of Queanbeyan City settled that issue, now Soccer Canberra is 
giving support to the Gungahlin project. 

Not so, apparently, the ACT Planning and Land Management Group (PALM), 
the branch of the territory government which has the power to grant Juventus the 
land it needs. 

Club secretary-treasurer Vince Ciano says numerous meetings between the club 
and planning officials have come to nothing. “Only a few weeks ago we had a 
meeting with the chief executive of PALM, Lincoln Hawkins, and he seemed very 
positive and asked us to prepare a report outlining the time frame for our 
proposal,” Ciano said. 

“But then we got a letter saying there is no land available at the moment.” 
Juventus wants (o establish an enclosed oval, training facilities and eventually, a 


Ge Juventus’ attempts to settle in the area which is part of the 


HOMELESS JUVENTUS SOLDIER ON 


club house. Ciano, who has himself moved from Woden fo the Gungablin suburb 
of Palmerston, says it has made no stipulation on where it should be based within 
the developing town. “We are willing to-accept Amaroo, the town centre, 
anywhere where we can have 50,000 square metres of land,” he said. 


ACT 
Soccer 
Federation 


The club has already moved in to organise junior football. Last season it began 
with 120 kids up to the age of 11. This season it has 200 playing from six to 12 
would have thought we have proved we want to be here for the long 
he said. 

“Itis very disappointing, especially when during this time the Canberra Raiders 
walked in and were given land for a pitch and licensed club. However, we intend 
to keep on battling away.” 


Jhe definition of ‘junior’ has been stretched a little for the 1998 Kanga 

Cup competition in Canberra, which will now include a section for up 

to 24-year- That is to accommodate students from the Canberra 
Institute of Technology, which has signed up as a sponsor. 

The launch, held in one of the CIT"s training restaurants, was told this year's 
‘competition will include teams from England, Albania, the former Soviet republic 
of Georgia, Fiji and New Zealand. Altogether 77 teams have so far registered to 
take part - one more than last year, 

Soccer Canberra president Steve Doszpot said the Kanga Cup's growth from 30 
entries when it was first held in Canberra in 1991, is proof that it has eamed a 


8 TRA ay Se 


o : Hl 
New sponsor on board, Aidan O'Leary, the dean 
of the Faculty of Applied Science, Canberra 
Institute of Technology, addresses the launch 
of the Kanga Cup junior tournament. 


The Chief Minister, Kate Carnell, surrounded by 
some of the local junior players, in their various 
club colours, who will be taking part in this 
year's Kanga Cup. 


LAUNCHED 


permanent place on the national sporting calendar, “There is no event quite like it 
in Australia,” he said. 

“Tt should not be seen just as a tournament for kids to play in and enjoy soccer, 
although that is a very important part, “The fact is administrators needed for the 
Sydney Olympics are gaining valuable experience in toumaments such as this.” 

Performing the launch, the ACT Chief Minister, Kate Carnell, said she was 
delighted that the CIT sponsorship would highlight the important role the institute 
played in the local community. The tournament, for under 11s to now, under 24s, 
will be played in Canberra over the winter school holidays. 


Canberra Rockets captain Joe Gagetti 
introduces his team to dignitaries before the 
beginning of the annual representative contest 
with IMawarra, Canberra won the match 3-0. 


OLYMPIC BACK 
IN FINALS SPOT 


combination of one of Vic Fernandez told us at half on he finds chances for 
Canberra Olympic’s 


time to be patient and let himself. 


things happen.,.he was right. 


most experienced 
But only just. It was left to 


players, and its newest 
recruit, put the club on the another one of Olympic’s 
road to an unlikely win talented youngster, George 
against Gungablin Juventus — Tzakis, to set the seal on the do. 
‘on Sunday. club's day. 
With 80 minutes gone and 
Juventus holding a 1-0 lead, 
youngster David Arranz, he accepted a neat pass from 
playing bis first game for the Pino Seminara to touch home 
club since returning after the _ his team’s winner from close 
summer season with the ACT range. 
‘Academy of Sport in the Earlier Juventus had taken 


stoppage time already played, 


half display. 


shot which spun off the side of time when Scott Conlon set up 
his boot into the penalty area. Lou Gaspari to score, 
It picked up veteran team- 


“The important thing for us 
is that we are still around the 
top of the league, even though 
we haye some improving to 


“In fact, I believe it will be 
With two minutes of two years before this side 
reaches its full potential.” 
Juventus coach Walter 
Valeri said the team lost the 
game with a patchy second- 


“They kept going and 

National Youth League, tried athe lead on the stroke of half pinched it from us,” he said. 
“There can be no excuses.” 

League leader Monaro had 

Femandez said that despite a surprisingly difficult 

mate Njegosh Popovich who the scoreline he had not been afternoon in the local derby 


said it was a case of mistaken he might collect a send off,” 
identity and Reid had not been Fiorese said. 

guilty of any offence. Danny “Then as Marko was 
Macor scored fromthe spot. leaving the pitch the referee, 

Against 10 men Monaro. Bobby Jones, said he had sent 

piled on the pressure and the him off. I didn’t see the red 
goals, Macor scoring his card and with our substitute on 
second, added to by Danny —_ we were allowed to continue 
Serena and John Nelson, but with 11 players. 
City staged a revival in the last “It's alla bit puzzling and 
15 minutes with strikes from we will certainly be making 
Jose Trales and Pat inquiries about Perinovic’s 
Phommaseisy. status.” 

Lagone praised his side's Weston Creek Royals 
fighting spirit. “We came very slipped out of the four after 
close to getting a draw out of — losing 3-1 to Canberra Deakin 
this,” he said. who now seems to be 

Belconnen United kept on _ recovering from its bad start to 
Monaro’s heels with the _ the season, 

Premier League’s biggest win Anthony Barac put Deakin 
of the season, 7-0 over ahead, Lazzari struck back for 
University of Canberra. Scott the Creek just after half time, 
Manson was the first half*s _ but Miric Skryep and Michael 
only scorer, but as the  Barac ensured the points for 
University’s markitig began to Deakin, 

slip, so United dominated the Capital City Suns came 
game, back from 2-0 to beat bottom 

Manson added another and club Canberra City 3-2. City 
double strikes also came from coach Steve Bryant criticised 


steered the ball in the direction unhappy at half time. “We game with Queanbeyan City. Gag¢¢ Howarth and Matt his team for thinking the game 
Arranz had intended — were creating the chances, the Eleven points and seven Whyte. Fats a Agu Unite aid ee ; 
straight into the back of the important thing was not to places behind its opponent, completed the scoring. Jan Shaw had put it into a 


Juventus net. 
“| think David is trying to 
tell everyone it was the perfect 


panic,” he said. 
David Arranz on his first game 


afterwards. 


“We left it late, but (coach) because every time he comes 


City took the lead through 
“I'm really happy with Tony Pangallo, only to suffer a 
double blow when a penalty 
pass,” a happy Popovich said of the season, and George was awarded against it and 
Taakis is an exceptional asset defender Paul Reid sent off. 

City coach Oscar Langone 


There was a strange strong half-time position. 
incident in the second half “There is an attitude 
when coach Lino Fiorese problem here,” he said. 
substituted striker Marko “Unless our players can buckle 
Perinovic. “He had a yellow down and concentrate, they are 
card already and I was worried not going anywhere.” 


By Graham Cooke 


NOVELL ACT P/L 


Division One, Round Nine. Sunday June 21 

Belconnen United, vy Monaro Hawker Oval 

Canberra City ¥ Uniof Canberra Majura Oval 

Canberra Deakin _-v- Capital City Suns Deakin Oval 

Canberra Olympic v Weston Ck Royals O'Connor Oval 

Queanbeyan City _v Gungahlin Juventus High Street 
Firsts 2pm, Under 23s noon, 


Division Two, Round 11. Saturday June 20 


O'Connor Defence A vy Cooma Addison Road 
ANU ¥ Canberra Defence North Oval 
Knights y Bums Club O'Connor Oval 
White Eagles y Tuggeranong Utd Hughes Oval No (1) 


Firsts 3pm. Under 23s Ipm. 


Division 1 
Uni of Canberra 0 Belconnen United 1 
Capital City Suns 3 Canberra City 2 
Weston Creek Royals 1 Canberra Deakin 3 
Gungahlin Juventus 1 Canberra Olympic = 2 
Monaro 4 Queanbeyan City 3 
PW SD DL F A PIS 
Monaro 8 4 3-0-0 23 10°21 
Belconnen United 8 6 | 012 9 9 
Capital City Suns 8 4 3 012 6 18 
Canberra Olympic =» 8422 16116 
Weston Creek Royals 8 4 1 0 3 13 13 14 
Gungahlin Juvenus = 8-31 13 1 
Canberra Deakin Par Pee hats Rag) (ey Pan 
Queanbeyan City ub yer see es 
Uni of Canberra 8 0 206 W4 
Canberra City 8 0078 23 


1 2. 3 

Under 23: University of Canberra 3 Belconnen United 2, 
Capital City Suns 0 Canberra City 1, Weston Creeks Royals 
1 Canberra Deakin 3,f Gungahlin Junventus 4 Canberra 
Olympic 1. 

Points: Gungahlin Juventus 24, Canberra Deakin 17, 
University of Canberra 15, Belconnen United 14, 
Queanbeyan City 14, Canberra City 13, Capital City Suns 8, 
Weston Creek Royals 8, Monaro 8, Canberra Olympic 0, 


Youth League: Canberra City 2 Canberra Olympic 1, 
Weston Creek Royals 2 University of Canberra I, Capital 
City Suns 24 Queanbeyan City 0, Belconnen Strikers 2 
Radford College 1, Gungahlin Juventus 3 Tuggeranong 
United 3. 


elconnen United 21, Weston Creek Royals 18, 
University of Canberra 14, Radford College 14, Canberra 
Deakin 13, Capital City Suns 13, Canberra City 13, 
Gungahlin Juyenuts 12, Belconnen Strikers 12, St Edmund’s 
College 11, Tuggeranong United 11, Goulburn City 3, 
Canberra Olympic 0, Queanbeyan City 0, 


Division 2 

Burns Club 4 ANU 0 
O'Connor Knights 1 Tuggeranong United 0 
Canberra Defence 0 Defence Academy 4 

P W SD DL F A PIS 
‘Burns Club 10. 8000 24) 17 24 
ANU Fg, Guibe Vim takl x26, 15028 
Cooma 8 4 2 02 % Il 16 
O'Connor Knights =» «8 «SO 0-3 10 HS 
White Eagles Cae fee ee ae oe | Tae km 
Defence Academy «9 3-0. 0 6 15-279 
Tuggeranong United 9 2 1 0 6 17 27 8 
Canberra Defence 9 0 009 5 ® 0 


Reserves: Burns Club © ANU 8, O'Connor Knights 4 
Tuggeranong United 0, Canberra Defence 0 Defence 
Academy 2. 

Points: ANU 25, White Eagles 17, Burns Club 16, 
Tuggeranong United 15, Defence Academy 15, O'Connor 
Knights 13, Canberra Defence 7, Cooma 5. 


AGr Suara 
LEAGUE 


Division 1: 
Canberra City | Ginninderra 6, University of Canberra 4 
Monaro 0, ANU 6 Belwest 4. 
Division 2: 
Canberra City 1 Ginninderra 2, ANU 12 Belwest 2, 
University of Canberra 6 ANU II 2. 
Division 3: 
Canberra City 0 Fyshwick 3, Weston Creek Royals 7 
University of Canberra TI 0, University of Canberra 1 0 


Belwest 3. 
Division . 
University of Canberra 1 Harmonie 4, Weston Creek Royals 
0 Tuggeranong United 0. | 
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SOUTH 
DANDENONG 4 
PRESTON 2 


By Duyght Tuffnell 
S 


th Dandenong kept their 
im hopes of survival alive 

with a stirring 4-2 win over 

Preston Lions on Saturday. 

South were 1-0 down at half 
time but blew Preston away in 
the second half, including a 
spell where they scored three 
goals in nine minutes, 

Sash Markoyski had given 
the Lions the lead in the 36th 
minute, and it seemed that they 
would run all over the home. 
side from then on, 

The spirit that South Dandy 
Jacked in the first half came 
back in the second and Adrian 
Savage equalised with a 
fantastic dipping shot from 20 
metres. 

Player-coach Fadil Murigi 
then gave his team the lead in 
the 66th minute, firing home 
after Pino Corallo had held the 
ball up well for him. 

Two minutes later Savage 
found the target again although 
he had Preston keeper Lupce 
Aceyski to thank after he let the 
ball slip through, 

12 minutes from time 
Preston came back again with 
Markovski helping Joe 
Tricarico to score from close 
range. 

But South gave themselves a 


two goal margin again shortly 
after when substitute Mentor 
Memedovski thrashed in a loose 


ball with he aid of a post. 
South: Bradford, 
Deaferovski, Bell, May, 


Savage, Murigi, Memeti, 
Tbraimi (Ulusoy), Corallo, 
Villani (Memedovski), 
R.Mezensof (Korcarevski). 
Lions: Acevski, Lisolajski, 
Ognenovski,  Dimovski, 
Markovski, Burlak (Slavevski), 
Filipovski (Talevski), Ivanov, 
Emsoyski, Tricarico, Smirnis 
(Chiodo). 4 
Votes: 3- Savage (SD), 2- 
Murigi (SD), 1- Emsovski (PL) 


ALTONA 4 
GREEN GULLY 0 


By John Rigas 


Itona Magic turned on 

the style as they thrashed 
Green Gully Cavaliers 4-0 in 
front of a big crowd at Paisley 
Park on Saturday night. 

Green Gully dominated the 
first 10 minutes, shooting at 
goal from all angles but all to 
no avail, 

Altona’s new strike force 
Sash Becvinovski and John 
Sapazovski ripped the Cavaliers 
to shreds, both scoring two 
goals each. 

In the 20th minute Dean Fak 
crossed the ball to unguarded 
Becvinovski who headed the 
ball past Vella. 


Bee ‘SCORERS 

20 Karl (St Albans Saints) 

18 Becvinovski (Altona Magic) 

16 Markovyski (Preston Lions) 

14 Gnjidic (Bulleen Inter Kings) 

12 Emmanuele (Fawkner Blues) 

ll Lazareyski (Thomastown Zebras) 

10 Corallo (South Dandenong) 

9 Caimakamis (Port Melbourne Sharks) 
Cuculeyski (Thomastown Zebras) 


PASCOE VALE 
SPORTSCENE/ABSW LEADING VOTES 


bal Magnacca (Sunshine Georgies) 

20 Becyinoyski (Altona Magic) 
Cuculeyski (Thomastown Zebras) 

18 Emmanuele (Fawkner Blues) 
Karl (St Albans Saints) 

16 Gnijidic (Bulleen Inter Kings) 

4 Fak (Altona Magic) 

13 Rusmir (Altona Magic) 

2 Emsovski (Preston Lions) 


St Albans Saints 
Altona Magic 

Port Melbourne Sharks 
Bullen Inter Kings 
Fawkner Blues 
Preston Lions 

Green Gully Cavaliers 
‘Sunshine Georgies 
Bentleigh Greens 
Springvale White Eagles 
‘Thomastown Zebras 
Moorabbin City 

South Dandenong 
Heidelberg United 


epaae 


Ss 


DUUII Ae ce 


PASCOE VALE 


SPORTSCENE 


14 


Altona continued to pressure 
Gully and in the 52nd minute a 
Becvinovski free kick from 25 
yards thunderded past Vella. 

Four minutes later Savva 
Rusmir found Sapazovski who 
steamed into the box like an 
express train headed in Altona’s 
third goal 

The Magic were not done 
yet, substitute Henry Velkovski 
with great vision found 
Sapazovski who scored from 
close range in the 89th minute, 

Magic: McGrath, Vasilevski, 
Tasevski, Fak, Micevski, 
Markoyski, Rusmir, 
Georgopoulos, Becvinovski, 
Trpcevski (Velkovski), 
Sapazovski. 

Cavaliers: Vella, Dimitrelos, 
Osman, Didulica, Kovacevic, 
Brown, Papadopoulos, Mangos 
(Babic), Markovac, Genovesi, 
Donev. 

Votes: 3- Rusmir (AM), 2- 
Becvinoyski (AM), 1- Fak 
(AM). 


PORT MELB 5 
THOMASTOWN 2 


By George Koukeris 


rt Melbourne destroyed 
a hapless Thomastown 
Zebras 5-2 at Anderson 
Reserve to assure themselves 
a spot in the final five. 

The game started with the 
usual tensions from both sides, 
with plenty of verbal cautions 
given out by referee Robert 
Ince, 

In the 18th minute the break 
‘was found when Daniel Allsopp 
Bagged his first with a brilliant 
header, 

Thomastown replied in 
similar fashion just six minutes 
Jater when Nick Lazarevski, 
intercepting a rebound ball from 
Port's defence, netted the ball 
past Jamie Cooper. 

In the second half a goal 
scoring feast was displayed 
with Bill Tsiakos scoring in the 
47th minute. 

In the 60th minute, George 
Jolevski supplied Tony 
Lingurovski with an excellent 
ball who scored with a powerful 
shot. 

After 67 minutes Port 
snatched the lead through Evis 
Heath who scored with a 
brilliant lob over goalkeeper 
Philip Altarelli. 

Unwelcome comments by 
George Slifkas towards referee 
Robert Ince earned the 
midfielder a red card in the 71st 
minute. Port’s Nick Palamaras 
was also shown his marching 
orders in the 81st minute. 

Daniel Allsopp bagged in 
two more goals in the 75th and 
77th minutes to complete his 
hat-trick in fine style. 

Sharks: Cooper, A.Vargas, 
Sonsini, Knezevic (Tsaltas), 
Palamaras, Tsiakos, Tsirtsakis, 
Latinopoulos (Palatsides), 
Heath, Allsopp, Caimakamis. 


Zebras: Altarelli, 
Nedanovski (El _ Kersh), 
Grganovic, Gasparini, Slifkas, 
Cuculevski, Lingurovski, 


Joleyski, Lazarevski, Ardis, 
Boschini. 

Votes: 3- Allsopp (PMS), 2- 
Slifkas (TZ), 1-Caimakamis 
(PMS). 


BULLEEN 
ST ALBANS 


ulleen Inter Kings scored 

their second impressive 
win of the week, defeating top 
side St Albans Saints at the 
‘Veneto Club on Sunday. 

After the win at Green Gully 
on Monday night, the Kings had 
to.come from behind to grab the 
win, one of their best 
performances of the season. 

They fell behind in the Sth 
minute. Leading scorer of the 
Premier League, Hrvoje Karl, 
finished brilliantly from a tight 
angle after some hard work 
from Paul Magdic. 

Bulleen were level nine 
minutes into the second half. 

Danny Gnjidic had his shot 
palmed away by Marijan 
Vunderl, but only as far as Eric 
Hollingsworth whose simple tap 
in only just crossed the line, 

In the 69th minute a clever 
free kick from John Waddell 
gave the Kings the advantage. 

Whilst Vunderl was setting 
his defensive wall, Waddell 
calmly stepped up and clipped 
the ball into the net. 

Bulleen made it 3-1 five 
minutes from full time with a 
goal from Gnjidic after the 
Saints had failed to clear the 
ball out of their penalty area. 

Substitute Damian Everetts 
‘was sent off towards the end 
when he collected his second 
caution after tugging at the shirt 
of Magdic. 

Kings: Keogh, Valentic, 


Stojeevski, Della Rocca, 
Mazzini (Everetts), 
Atanasovski, Gnijidic, 
Sherifoyski, Grbac, Waddell, 
Hollingsworth. 

Saints: Vunderl, Raspudic 
(Pondeljak), 1.Rados 


(Kirichian), Vukadin, Cuze, 
Razoy, Silic, Magdic, Pelja, 
Karl, Sianidis (J-Kozic), 

Votes: 3-Atanasovski (BK), 
2- Valentic (BK), 1- Silic (StA) 


SUNSHINE 1 
BENTLEIGH O 


By John Rigas 


lunshine Georgies upset 

highscoring Bentleigh 
Greens 1-0 in a tough 
encounter, the game could 
have gone either way at 
Chaplin Reserve. 

Bentleigh began like a house 
on fire creating chances at will, 


striker John Papettas having 
two excellent scoring 
opportunities. 


Papettas’ first arriving in the 
12th minute putting his header 
narrowly wide and a long range 
effort which also went wide in 
the 52nd minute, 

Tt was Sunshine’s turn to 
apply the pressure with 
Anthony Magnacca and 


Alfonzo Opazo running riot in 
the second half, 

Magnacca came close on 
several occasions but was 
denied by great goalkeeping 
from Glenn Clarke. 

‘There was not much Clarke 
could do about Sunshine’s 
winning goal. Opazo layed the 
ball off to Brandon Vassallo 
who fired a thunderous shot into 
the goal after 81 minutes. 

Georgies: Wardle, 
Kanesoulis, Byrne, Krajacic, De 
Bono, Siveski, _ Opazo, 
Gurpinar, Vassallo 
(Stojanovski), Dragicevic, 
Magnacca. 

Greens: Clarke, Karapatsos, 
Micheil, McDonagh, 
Constantinou, Drakos, Hastie, 
Van Egmond, Papettas, White 
(Kourkoutzelos), Charalambous 
(Nilo). 

Votes: 3- Clarke (BG), 2- 
Magnacca (SG), 1-Krajacic 
(SG). 


SPRINGVALE WE 1 
FAWKNER O 


By Milan Ninovic 
Gate White Eagles 
moved a step out of 
relegation danger after 
defeating Fawkner Blues 1-0 
on Sunday. 

Fawkner, on the other hand, 
are struggling in the lead up to 
the finals and although the 
weekends results helped them, 
they aren't certain of a spot in 
the top five just yet. 

‘They lost to a goal scored by 
Sasa Nikolic four minutes into 
stoppage time at the end of the 


game. 

Nikolic shot home from 
about twelve minutes after being 
set up by Radoslav Culibrk. 

In a spiteful game at times, 
Fawkner had the better of the 
first half while the White Eagles 
‘were on top in the second. 

Peter Di Iorio had the best 
chance for the White Eagles in 
the 50th minute after being 
released by Carlos Retre, but 
with just Maurice Gonzales to 
beat, he blazed his shot over the 
bar. 


Robert Brian produced a 
magnificent double save in the 
63rd minute denying Santo 
Emmanvele first and then Ivan 
Kelic from the rebound. 

Emmanuele was shown the 
red card four minutes after that 
when he appeared to punch 
Marijan Marinkovic. 

White Eagles: Brian, 
Wallace, © M.Marinkovic, 
Kuzmanovic, Culibrk, Nikolic, 
R.Marinkovic, Burlak, 
Calomino, Di Iorio (V.De La 
Plaza), Retre (Seci). 


Blues: Gonzales, 
Tramontana, Grimaud 
(Sterjovski), _ P.Ferrante, 
Schipano, De Santis (Deak), 
Bordignon,  Emmanuele, 


T.Simsek (K.Simsek), Di Sauro, 
Kelic. 

Votes:  3-Kuzmanovic 
(SWE), 2- Brian (SWE), 1- 
Schipano (FB). 


THE GENERAL SPORT STORE SPECIALISING IN SOCCER 
403 BELL STREET, PASCOE VALE SOUTH. PHONE 05 9554 2791 


HUGE SELECTION OF BOOTS AND GOALKEEPING GEAR ef 
PLUS CLUB DISCOUNTS ON A RANGE OF ITEMS 
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CRAZY JOHN’S STATE LEAGUE 


DIV 1 ROUND 13 RESULTS 
Werribee City 2 Wesigate 2 
Kingston City 2 Westvale 1 
Melton Reds 0. North Geelong Warriors 4 
Ringwood City 2. Lalor United 3 
Altona East 2. Springvale City 0 
Doneaster Rovers 0 Wester Suburbs 2 
Northcote City 1 Richmond 1 

PWODL F A Ps 
Westvale Boi 1 1 489 34 
Altona Bast 1310 Qed 3 a1s32 
Western Suburbs 13181 435018025) 
Kingston City 13.8 1 4 19 11 22 
Richmond 136 3 4 22 1621 
Northcote City 136 2 5 27 2920 
Werribee City 136 1 6 2% 2019 
Doncaster Rovers 35 2 6 29 417 
North Geelong Warriors 13 5 2 6 19 18 17 
Springvale City 13/5) (Me 7e 27hea0a) 
Westgate 133 6 4 26 26 15 
Ringwood City 13.3 1 9 2 31 10 
Lalor United 13.2 3 8 21 369 
Melton Reds 130 0 13 8 % 3 
ROUND 14 FIXTURES 

Saturday June 20 

Kingston City v Westgate 

Sunday June 21 

Richmond v Doncaster Rovers 


Western Suburbs v Doncaster Rovers 
Springvale City v Lalor United 
Ringwood City v North Geelong Warriors 
Westvale v Melton Reds 
Northcote City v Werribee City 


DIVISION 2 ROUND 13 RESULTS 


East Richmond 1 Maroondah Arrows 1 
‘Cranbourne 3 Old Scotch Waverley 1 
Yarraville/Glen Bira 0 Altona City 0 
Frankston Strikers 6 Broadmeadows City 2 
Melbourne City 4 Regent Bulla 0 
Knox City 1 Oakleigh 2 
Essendon Bruns, Royals 4 Mooroolbark 0 

P WODL F A Pts 
Oakleigh } ke Sion a cc J 9 
Melbourne City 1307 50 26 ez 26) 
Yarraville/Glen Eira «13 8 «2 3 25 13 26 
Knox City 1372) 4) 28) 7 23) 
Old Scotch Waverley 13 7 1 5 29 22 22 
East Richmond se ee FI oa ae) 
Frankston Strikers 19S Gr 2e oe tz 18 w20) 
Altona City 13: 4-95 Sa 1521819) 
Regent Bulla 1352) 16% 2029717 
Maroondah Arrows 13 3 5 5 15 19 14 
Cranbourne 13.4 2 7 22 2814 
Essendon Bruns. Royals 13 4 1 8 17 26 13 
Broadmeadows City 13 2 3 8 16 289 
Mooroolbark 13 0ins 2 aT BE 43) 2: 

ROUND 14 FIXTURES 
Saturday June 20 
Essendon Bruns. Royals v Oakleigh 
Regent Bulla y Knox City 


Melbourne City v Broadmeadows City 
Frankston Strikers v Altona City 
Yarraville/Glen Eira v Cranbourne 
Old Scotch Waverley vy East Richmond 
Mooroolbark v Maroondah Arrows 


Proud Sponsor Pascoe Vale/ABSW 
‘Player of the Year’ Award 


SPorTSCENE 


DIVISION 3 ROUND 13 RESULTS 


Bell Park 1 Diamond Valley United 5 
Chelsea 1 South Springvale 3 
Pascoe Vale 1. Fitzroy City 1 
Frankston Pines 1 Keilor Park 0 
South Werribee 3. North Coburg United 4 
Keysborough 1 Stonnington City 3 
Banyule City 1 Geelong 3 

PWODL F A Pts 
Geelong 13 1 Lt 1 42 10 34 
Stonnington City 13) 100 de 2 32-17 31 
Diamond Valley United 13 9 3 1 29 10 30 
Frankston Pines 37 3 3 «29 1724 
South Springvale 136 2 5 2 18 20 
Bell Park 13-5 325) 20, 2315 
Keysborough B4 2 7 19 2814 
South Werribee 35 2 6 24 37 14 
North Coburg United “13 3 4 6 15 20 13 
Keilor Park B4 18 6233 
Chelsea 134 1 8 16 29:13 
Banyule City 1353-37 toh a) 
Pascoe Vale B3 1 9 17 3010 
Fitzroy City 19m Dee 3% Se. 12 829,9 

ROUND 14 FIXTURES 
Saturday June 20 


Keysborough v Banyule City 


Stonnington City v North Coburg United 


Keilor Park v South Werribee 
Frankston Pines v Fitzroy City 
South Springvale v Pascoe Vale 
Diamond Valley United v Chelsea 
Geelong v Bel! Park 


DIVISION 4 ROUND 13 RESULTS 


Geelong Rangers 0 South Wantirna 
Williamstown 3. Sandringham City 
Sunbury United 2 Seaford United 
South Caulfield 1 Langwarrin 
Clifton Hill United 1 Melton. 
Moreland City 2 Nunawading City 
Western Eagles 1 Corio 
PWODLFA 
Moreland City 3 12.1.0 42.11 
Williamstown GeO ee len gore 
Langwarrin 9S ts. 
South Wantirna TGA 7 3Rea-n3213 
Seaford United 13, 7-93 Seay 19 
Corio 136 4 3 24 16 
SandringhamCity 13.6 3 4 36 26 
Geelong Rangers 1926 br 6*- 1921 
Sunbury United 134 4 5 16 15 
Melton 34 1 8 24 32 
Clifton Hill United IBA OA9 “IIa 
Western Eagles 13.2 4 7 17:26 
Nunawading City (alaoF Tees) 
South Caulfield 0-20 Bie ae 
ROUND 14 FIXTURES 
Saturday June 20 
Nunawading City v Wester Eagles 
Moreland City v Melton 
Langwarrin y Clifton Hill United 
South Caulfield v Seaford United. 
Sunbury United v Sandringham City 
South Wantima v Williamstown 
Corio v Geelong Rangers 
PROVISIONAL LEAGUE DIV 1 
ROUND 13 RESULTS 
Brandon Park 1 Lyndale United 
Monbulk 2. Mitcham United 
Croxton Park 3. Glenroy 
Lalor 0 Endeavour United 
Springvale Condors. _-1_-Riversdale 
North Sunshine Eagles bye 
Templestowe Eagles bye 


H-onnew 


Houorw 


Table - Croxton Park 23, Lyndale United 20, Lalor 19, 
Endeavour United 18, North Sunshine Eagles 18, 
Riversdale 15, Springvale Condors 13, Mitcham United 
13, Glenroy 10, Monbulk 10, Templestowe Eagles 9, 


Brandon Park 2. 


ROUND 14 FIXTURES 
Saturday June 20 


Riversdale v Templestowe Eagles 
Springvale Condors v Endeavour United 
Lalor v Glenroy 
Mitcham United v North Sunshine Eagles 
Monbulk v Lyndale United 
Croxton Park - bye 
Brandon Park - bye 


DIVISION 2 STH/EAST 
ROUND 10 RESULTS 
Doveton 4 Berwick City 2 
Ashburton, 2 Braeside United 2 
Noble Park 2 Dingley City 3 
Newborough/Yallourn 3 Dandenong 6 
Old Camberwell Gram. 0 Monash University 1 
Waverley Wanderers 3 Morwell Pegasus 1 


Table - Dandenong 24, Morwell Pegsus 22, Waverley 
Wanderers 22, Doveton 20, Newborough/Yallourn 17, 
Noble Park 15, Monash University 14, Dingley City 8, 
Braeside United 6, Berwick City 4, Ashburton 4, Old 
Camberwell Gram. 4. 


ROUND 11 FIXTURES 
Saturday June 20 


Monash University v Doveton 
Dandenong v Old Camberwell Gram. 
Dingley City v Newborough/Yallourn 

Morwell Pegasus v Noble Park 

Braeside United vy Waverley Wanderers 


Berwick City v Ashburton 
DIVISION 2 NTH/WEST/CENTRAL 
ROUND 10 RESULTS 
Hoppers Crossing 4 Uni.of Melbourne 3 
Ballarat 2 Elwood City 1 
Melbourne University 0 Brunswick City 2 
South Yarra 3. Meadow Park 3 
Sydenham Park 3 LaTrobe University 0 
Broadmeadows United 0 Keon Park 1 


South Dandenong 4 (Savage 2, Muriqi, M 
Port Melbourne Sharks 5 (Allsopp 3, Tsiakos, 
Moorabbin City 1 (Marley) - Hei 

Bulleen Inter Kings 5 (Hollingsworth, Waddell, Gnjidic) - Si 

Sunshine Georgies 1 (Vassallo) - Bentleigh Greens 0 

Springvale White Eagles 1 (Nikolic) - Fawkner Blues 0 


Bentleigh Greens v South Danden 
Thomastown Zebras v Springval 
Preston Lions v Bulleen Inter Kings - Goodyear Stadium - kick off 5.00pm 
St Albans Saints v Altona Magic - Churchill Reserve - kick off 5.00pm 
Heidelberg United v Port Melbourne Sharks - Olympic Village - kick off 5.00pm 


Table - Brunswick City 22, Sydenham Park 21, Ballarat 
20, South Yarra 20, Broadmeadows United 14, Elwood 
City 12, Keon Park 12, Uni, of Melbourne 12, 
Melbourne University 10, Hoppers Crossing 10, 
Meadow Park 7, La Trobe University 4. 


ROUND 11 FIXTURES 
Saturday June 20 


La Trobe University v Hoppers Crossing 
Meadow Park v Sydenham Park 
South Yarra v Melbourne University 
Keon Park v Brunswick City 
Elwood City v Broadmeadows United 
Uni. of Melbourne v Ballarat 


DIVISION 3 STH/EAST/CENTRAL 
ROUND 10 RESULTS 
‘Thombury United 2° Parkmore 1 
North Caulfield 1 Noble Park United 4 
Caulfield United 1 Flemington Falcons 1 
Dandenong Inter 3 Clayton 1 
Endeavour Hills 3. Heatherton United 0 
Collingwood City 4 Ivanhoe United 4 


Table - Dandenong Inter 22, Clayton 20, Noble Park 
United 20, Heatherton United 20, Endeavour Hills 15, 
North Caulfield 15, Caulfield United 14, Flemington 
Falcons 14, Ivanhoe United 8, Collingwood City 8, 
Thornbury United 7, Parkmore 0. 


ROUND 11 FIXTURES 
Sunday June 21 


Heatherton United v Parkmore 
Clayton y Endeavour Hills 
Flemington Falcons v Dandenong Inter 
Tyanhoe United v Caulfield United 
Noble Park United v Collingwood City 
Thornbury United v North Caulfield 


DIVISION 3 NTH/WEST 
ROUND 10 RESULTS 

Keilor United 6 North Reservoir 1 
Mill Par 5 Whittlesea United 1 
Darebin United 3 Brimbank 1 
Watsonia Heights 1 Somerton City 1 
North Glenroy 1 Northern United 2 
West Preston bye 


Table - Mill Park 22, Somerton City 19, Darebin United 
18, Northern United 16, Keilor United 10, North 
Reservoir 9, Brimbank 9, West Preston 8, North Glenroy 
7, Watsonia Heights 6, Whittlesea United 4. 


ROUND 11 FIXTURES 
Sunday June 21 


Norther United v North Reservoir 
Somerton City v North Glenroy 
Brimbank v Watsonia Heights 
West Preston v Darebin United 
Keilor United y Mill Park 
Whittlesea United - bye 


“Healthy Diet — hy 1” 


PREMIER LEAGUE RESULTS 


Result 19: 


Green Gully Cavaliers 0 - Bulleen Inter Kings 1 (Gnjidic) 


Kesult 20: 


PREMIER LEAGUE FIXTURES 


Ki 21 
Sunday June 21 


Fawkner Blues-v Sunshine Georgies - Smith Reserve - kick off 3.00pm 
ong - Kingdston Heath Soccer Complex - kick off 3.00pm 
le White Eagles - Partridge Reserve - kick off 5.00pm 


Monday June 22 


Green Gully Cavaliers v Moorabbin City - Green Gully Reserve - kick off 8.15pm 
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lemedovski) - Preston Lions 2 (Markovski, Tricarico) 

Heath) - Thomastown Zebras 2 (Lazarevski, Lingurovski) 
idelberg United 5 (Tsoumerkas, 
t Albans Saints | (Karl) 


JOHN'S 


COMMUNICATIONS 


Svigos, Mihajlovic) 


15 


FRANCE 938 8 
Toure OU MONDE MONDE cours OU NO 
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LONG WEEKEND OF WOMEN’S SOCCER 


The June long weekend is traditionally time for State Championships. Here are three very different views. 


MACKAY 
TURNS IT ON 


Tropical Mackay turned on 
magnificent weather for the 
Queensland State 
Championships staged over 
the full three days of the 
long weekend, matching the 
temperature of the action on 
the field, 

Reportedly the standard of 
play from the various regional 
centres had again improved 
from the previous year over 
the three divisions Junior, 
Youth and Open. 

This was evidenced in the 
numbers selected for State 
Team representation 
approximately half the Junior 
Team players are from 
country areas, with an 
encouraging number also 
named in the Youth and Open 
Squads, to be finalised during 
a training camp in August. 

A number of referees and 
other officials who had not 
previously been widely 
exposed to women’s soccer 
were suitably impressed and 
full of compliments by the end 
of the event, 

Also witness to the 
magnitude of —_the 
championships were AWSA 
President Dennis O’Brien and 
Chief Executive Warren 
Fisher, having accepted an 
invitation to attend the State's 
Annual General Meeting held 
over the same weekend, 

Delogates were brought up 
to date with plans at national 
level, which proved most 
informative, especially for 
those officials from far afield. 


29 Teams competed. 11 Open, 
8 Youth, 10 Tino - 


446 Players competed over the 


Top Goalscorers 


Melissa Meithke 
Nill Wardropper 


Wendy McCarthy 
Karla Reuter 
Elissia Canham 


Soccer Far North 
Soccer Far North 
Wide Bay 
Toowoomba 
Brisbane North 


YOUTH DIVISION 

19 Matches played 

49 Goals scored 

Top Goalscorers 
Gold Coast 
Toowoomba 
Toowoomba 
North Queensland 


Brist 
Brist 


bane South 
ibane North 


OPEN DIVISION 
25 Matches played 
89 Goals scored 


Top Goalscorers 


Kerrie Rowe 


Gold Coast 


Brisbane South 
Brisbane South 
Brisbane South 
Wide Bay 

Brisbane North 
Brisbane North 


three divisions 

53 Team Officials travelled 
with the teams * 

67 Matches were contested 
during the event 

25 Referees participated over 
the three days 

1 Red card was issued and 26 
Yellows 


JUNIOR 
DIVISION 


23 Matches played 
88 Goals scored » 


BENEFITS 


Macquarie Association came 
up trumps at the Northern 
NSW State Championships 
hosted by Holiday Coast 
Association at Coffs 
Harbour over the long 
weekend, 

Macquarie swept the pool 
by lifting the trophies for both 
the Junior and Youth 
divisions, a very pleasing 
result according to NNSW 
ITC Coach Mark Jones. 
“Macquarie runs its own 
Under 16 Academy which 
serves as a feeder squad to our 
NNSW Academy,” explained 
Jones. “It’s the only 


Association where the girls 
train together and play in the 
local competition, the 
women’s first division. They 
asked me a year or so ago 
about setting it up. I'm 
recommending other 
Associations set up their own 
academies too. There are 
others around, but not ones 
that train and play together.” 

“Six of our Academy girls 
played in Macquarie, so we're 
really reaping the rewards. 
Such programs are extremely 
beneficial, and it showed up. 
over the weekend, which is 
probably the most pleasing 
thing.” 

From the championships, 
the State Youth Team is 
selected, and because of the 
short timeframe, players are 
identified for the following 
year’s Junior State Team. 
These athletes are also placed 
on a talented player list to be 
hopefully placed in an 
academy setup. Jones reports 
that Holiday Coast will 
establish such a program, and 
there is interest from other 
areas as well. 

The Academy theme was 
further backed up by the fact 
that Jones’ entire NNSW 
Academy gained selection 
into the State Juniors, eleven 
in total at an average age of 
fourteen. “It stood out that the 
Academy players are much 
better, and others are wanting 
to know why and how. Now 
we are looking to those 
Associations outside to do 
likewise and produce players 
of similar quality.” 

After a period where the 
State opted not to send a team 
to the National Junior 
Championship, Northern 
makes its return to the event 


Spaorimidds 
Bet on Soccer just by 
picking up the phone. 
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this 
year. Jones says they believe 
this is the area they need to 
target, to push along and 
promote. Then, because of 
the physical size of the State, 
when the players grow older, 
they need to relocate down to 
Newcastle, 

Six NNSW Academy 
players also competed for 
their region Hunter Valley, 


in their pool match to top the 
group points __ ladder. 
Unfortunately going down in 
the semi-final, they finished 
up in third spot, but it was a 
sterling effort for the team 
which finished last the 


previous year. 

In the Juniors final, 
Macquarie were impressive in 
their win over hosts Holiday 


The Youth division was 
decided on ‘first past the 
post’, with Macquarie a.clear 
three points on top with 27 
points, ahead of runners-up 
Oxley, 


BATTY IS 
JUST SO 


SENSITIVE 


avid Batty isn’t the type of 

bloke, under normal 

circumstances, to get 

emotional or _ overly- 
sentimental about his mates. He is one 
of the game’s old-fashioned types. 

‘You could hardly imagine him, even 
under the influence of perhaps a 
Christmas tipple, embracing another man 
and declaring his platonic fraternal and 
undying love. Yet, there he sat at the 
England training camp in La Baule last 
week, positively gushing — by Yorkshire 
standards, at least — about the wonderful 
togetherness which might just take Glenn 
Hoddle’s men all the way to the ultimate 
prize in football. 

Perhaps, Hoddle’s alternative methods 
really do work after all if they can turn 
Batty into a New Age Nineties man. 

The aggressive midfielder, slow to 
warm to any subject thrown his way as he 
clearly itched to get back to his pals at the 
team hotel, warmed noticeably when talk 
turned to team spirit — and he laid all of 
the credit at the feet of Hoddle, 

“Being away together has been good, 
‘We're coming into our fourth week now, 
and we are really close as a team — both 
‘on and off the park, 

“You would have thought that, after 
this amount of time, frictions would build 
up, but there is no sign of that because we 
have a nice mix of different characters in 
the squad, 

“That great team spirit will go a long 
way because, if you are together off the 
field, once you cross that white line you 
feel better on the pitch. 

“That is what is really different from 
previous squads, When someone scores, 
it’s one of your mates scoring. Before it 
was just another player you didn’t really 
know, 

“That is the kind.of atmosphere within 
the camp. It is definitely more like a club 
atmosphere, and we all look forward to 
getting together. Going away together has 
been a help. 

“When Glenn took charge two years 
ago he soon got that spirit into the squad. 
Tony Adams is a natural leader for the 
group, and there is a strong bond among 
the boys. Once it gets down to the nitty- 
gritty we have people who will speak and 
be listened to, then people like me who 
do their own job.” 

Doing his own job has been the 
making of Batty, loathed by fans of every” 
other club when he dons the black-and- 
white of Newcastle, only to become the 
darling of the Bulldog nation when in 
white, 

‘The former Leeds grafter isn’t the least 
bit offended when other parts of his game 
are overlooked in favour of concentrating 
on the physical side. 

He also expects to be able to continue 
his usual hobby of getting right up the 
noses of opposition playmakers despite 


fears surrounding FIFA’s crackdown on 
tackling, explaining: ‘Looking at the first 
couple of games, it was an encouraging 
start. 


start, 

“Bad tackles from behind should be at 
least a yellow card, and they are the 
tackles which footballers want to see 
eradicated from the game completely, but 
1 don’t see how the game can really 
change too much. 

“If there is good honest tackling ! 
don’t see how the referee will see it as a 
bad tackle. A lot en evidence of that, 

“T can understand that people always 
focus on the main part of a player's 
game, Discipline, or indiscipline, has 
been a problem with me in the Premier 
League, where I get a lot of suspensions. 

But I’m happy with the way it’s gone 
with England, and I really don’t worry 
about anything to do with football — on 
the park, or what people say off the park. 
With me it’s just about playing the 
game,” 

In case anyone thought he was simply 
paying lip-service to the notion of being 
unaffected by criticism or pressure, Batty 
went on to explain exactly how detached 
he is from everything — other than 
kicking a ball and the occasional 
‘opponent — associated with the beautiful 
game. 

He has only recently taken to watching 
football on television, even then he’s 
limiting himself to highlights, and claims 
to haye no World Cup memories because, 
as a youngster, he was too busy playing 
himself. 

‘The 29-year-old also insists that, once 
he gets into the dressing room after a 
game, he calms down immediately, and 
doesn’t give a thought to what has gone 
before. 

Batty even maintains that his end-of- 
season contretemps with referee David 
Elleray hasn’t entered his head once 
while on England duty, and he will only 
think about it once their World Cup 
campaign is ended. 

‘The FA has granted Batty a personal 
hearing for his misconduct charge arising 
from the sending-off at Blackbum Rovers 
on the last day of the season. 

His request, made during England's 
preparations in France, came five days 
after the FA’s two-week deadline for 
appeals had expired. 

Batty, dismissed for aiming a punch at 
Garry Flitcroft before appearing to 
manhandle Elleray, was allowed more 
time to consider his position because of 
England commitments, 

Even if his Batty’s appeal is successful 
he will be banned for five matches at the 
start of next season. 

His immediate concern, however, is to 
make the starting XI as he tries to help 
England to a successful summer in 
France. 

He may just get by, with a little help 
from his friends. 


91% OF SCOTS TUNED IN 


arly World Cup TV viewing 
figures were on a par with 
those for Britain’s most 
popular soap operas. 

A peak of around 14 million tuned in to the 
Scotland v Brazil game on BBCI. In Scotland, 
91 per cent of all those watching television 
\were tuned in to the game, 

The figure, from the British Audience 
Research Board, is thought to be the highest 
for an opening World Cup match. The 1994 
first game, between Germany and Bolivia, 
attracted just 6.8million viewers. 

Jonathan Martin, controller of BBC ‘Sport, 
said: “Itexceeds our expectations wildly.” 

Plus, of all the potential for conflict in this 
World Cup: USA v Iran, Yugoslavia v 
Croatia, France v Tunisia, none quite matches 
the one on screens for the duration of France 
98: BBC vITV. 

Both sides have made much of the 
gentlemen's agreement not to go head-to-head 
screening the same matches but there is little 
ccordiale in the entente, This is war to the bitter 
end, each day’s battle for viewers’ loyalty 
decided by the body count that cOmes with 
audience research, 

BBC claimed first blood. An average of 12 


million viewers found a reason to stop work 
early Jo watch Scotland open France 98 
against Brazil. But nine million for Norway- 
Morocco hardly scored a defeat for ITV. 

When more than viewed last month's FA 
Cup final are drawn to a contest that before 
Norwegian became an official language of 
Premiership players would have been 
considered strictly Vauxhall Conference, 
interest in this World Cup is not merely 
publicists” hype. 

So an honourable draw in the ratings but 
where were the strengths and weaknesses of 
the teams? 

We cannot blame BBC for pictures of play 
in Paris so distant that the cameramen must 
have been the among the thousands without a 
ticket (0 the ground, 

Day one reminded one that there are none 
better when it comes to commentating than 
Barry Davies and Brian Moore. 

But ITV took the opening skirmish in the 
commentary box, not because of the 
passionate good sense co-commentator Ron 
Atkinson talked, but, because you could 
understand him. 

His rival, Trevor Brooking, has come off 
the fence with his opinions in mid-life only to 


over the microphone. 

ITY entered the transfer market, snatching 
from BBC Baddiel and Skinner’s Fantasy 
Football, Brian Barwick, its boss at the last 
World Cup, and Ruud Gullit, the star of the 
Euro 96 panel game. 

Gullit was most missed by BBC. David 
Ginola, another hirsute Continental, is all 
charm but does not haye the command of 
English or the ascerbic tone to put haughty 
Alan Hansen down in the manner of the 
Dutchman, 

Nothing sparked between Gaul and Celt, 
for all Lynam's prompting. 

Even Jimmy Hill is concurring with 
Hansen, ground down, perhaps, by the Scot's 
suffocating self-belief. 

Whether Wilson and Terry Venables really 
need to look like two airline pilots 
moonlighting is another matter. 

Head sets are an affectation borrowed from 
America that travels no better than its wine, 

No war is decided by the first skirmish and 
this will go all the way to the final. 

After the first round we can be confident 
only that the result will be a lot closer than 
four years ago. 


disguise his voice behind a handkerchief held 


CHEAPEST PRICES 


TO SOUTH AMERICA, 
EUROPE, USA & ASIA 


ONANZA 


SPECIAL REDUCED 
AIR FARES FOR 
SENIOR CITIZENS 


9660 5736 


@ ABsw 


FRANCE 98 


_icinininiaheeteaaiieiinieiniieminitaN 
COUPE OU MONDE 


¥: ad 
2 : 


VIVE LE FOOTBALL! 


he opening game: 
never easy on any 
side, even one as 
great as Brazil 98. 
The Champions had a sur- 
prisingly tough victory to 
open defence of its World 
Cup title. And Scotland had a 
bad case of being in the wrong 
place at the wrong time, the 
victim of that soccer embar- 
rassment — an own goal off 
the chest of Tommy Boyd, 
Brazil's 2-1 victory on a 
blustery day at the spaceship- 
like Stade de France came on 
a shot that started off the foot 
‘of Cafu, one of the veterans 
who create Samba Soccer. But 
his shot never would have 


Brought to their knees ... Brazil open France 


found the net if two Scots 
hadn’t gotten in the way. 
The first game of France 


orway twice had 
to come from 
behind to earn a 
2-2 draw in 
Group A with outsiders 
Morocco on Wednesday 
last week, showing once 
again their resilience and 
determination, 

Superb breakaway goals 
by Moustafa Hadji and 
Abdeljilil Hadda were can- 
celled out by an own goal 
and a scrambled header by 
Dan Eggen as Morocco’s 
defence failed to match the 
quality of their attack. 

“The way the game 
panned out I can't have any- 
thing but regrets,” said 
Morocco's French coach 
Henri Michel, “We scored 
two great attacking goals 
then immediately gave it 
away with stupid mistakes.” 

Norway boss Egil Olsen, 
somewhat relieved to keep 
his 17-month unbeaten tun 
intact, said: “I think we have 
to be happy with that result. 
They are a good team and 
can take some points from 
Scotland and Brazil.” 

World Cup holders Brazil 
earlier beat Scotland 2-1 in 
Paris in the first match of 


FRANCE 98 


MATCH REPORTS 
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BRAVEHEARTS PUSH BRAZIL 
IN OPENER 


“98, the 16th world soccer 
championship, was not a par- 
ticularly artful or stylish 
game, although it had its 
moments. 

Ronaldo, Brazil’s superstar 
striker, displayed some phe- 
nomenal moves, leaving 
defenders repeatedly staring at 
the space where had just been. 


la 


And Jim Leighton, in for the 
Goram, saved a pair of scores 
in the first half with last-sec- 


the tournament. 

It looked anything but a 
close match in the opening 
10 minutes as Norway, one 
of the in-form teams coming 
into the tournament, drove 
forward relentlessly. 

Big striker Tore Andre 
Flo was a constant threat and 
the Norwegians’ neat inter- 
play looked like finding a 
way through. 

However, as Morocco 
soaked up the pressure 
they grew in confidence 
and Hadji twice tested 
keeper Frode Grodas with 
long-range efforts. 

‘They took the lead when 
Hadji, playing through the 
pain of a broken toe, 
latched on to a sweeping 
40-metre pass by Tahare El 
Khalej, cut inside Eggen 
and drove a powerful shot 
low past Grodas. 


that bane of overzealous 


ond lunges. 
But its biggest moment was 


3 


98 in style with the first goal of the Cup 


defenders — an own goal, and 
the winning goal at that. 
With the score 1-1, Cafu 


@ h 


nis 

The equaliser came in 
first half injury time when 
Youssef Chippo, back 
defending a free kick, 
headed the ball into his 
own net after Henning 


ee 


Berg had beaten keeper_ 


Driss Benzekri to Kjetil 
Rekdal’s cross. 

Morocco shrugged off 
the disappointment and 
poured forward after the 
break. Hadda went close 
with a diving header in the 
57th minute and was cele- 
brating two minutes later. 

Once again it was a 
telling long ball by El 
Khalej that sent him clear 


was about 8-yards from the. 
goal line when he flipped a 
shot off his right leg. The ball 
omer hit Leighton 

“| square as the 


the goalmouth, 
sending the ball 
upfield. 
Before the 
save reached 
safety for 
Scotland, how- 


year-old jour- 
neyman defend- 
er playing in his 
J first World Cup 
match, was 
sprinting back 
to help Leighton 
when the ball 
struck his right 
chest and 
zoomed into the 
net with about 
minutes 


great save, but it 
hit me in the 


Boyd said. “It 
was probably the 
worst feeling I've ever had, to 
Tose a game like that.” 

Cafu celebrated with a 


and after killing the ball 
beautifully he held off 
Eggen’s challenge to score. 

However, the lead lasted 
just three minutes and ‘keep- 
er Benzekri was again at 
fault. He failed to hold a 
Stig Bjornebye corner and 
the ball fell invitingly for 
Eggen to stoop and head 
home. 

Norway substitute Stale 
Solbakken almost scored 
with his first touch soon 
after but saw his effort 
cleared off the line. 

As the Moroccans tired, 
Norway finished on top, but 
were unable to find another 
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somersault in the air. Scottish 
players clung to the goal net, 
as if trying to shake out the 
latest demon in a long and 
frustrating World Cup saga. 

“The own goal was the 
killer blow,” defender Craig 
Burley said. “We were just 
unlucky.” 

If Brazil is the most-titled 
nation in soccer, Scotland may 
be the most snakebitten. 
Seven times the players and 
their Tartan Army of fans 
have been to the World Cup; 
never have they moved past 
the first round. 

“We are desperately disap- 
pointed,” Scottish coach Craig 
Brown said, “We had a chance 
not to lose and that would 
have been a very good result 
for Scotland.” 

Cesar Sampaio, a role play- 
er in Brazil’s midfield, out- 
stretched Scottish defenders 
John Collins and Burley for a 
comer kick by Bebeto, head- 
ing the ball in at the near post 
for a 1-0 lead in the fifth 
minute. 

“J was well-placed in front 
of the near post,” the Brazilian 
said. “I was able to head the 
ball toward the post, which in 
a comer kick is very difficult 
for the goalkeeper to defend.” 

Leighton, 39, in goal for 
the Scots shone. First, Roberto 
Carlos fired a rocket from 
inside the penalty area on the 
left side. It was one-on-one, 


way past the commanding 
Naybet and his well-organ- 
ised colleagues. 

Morocco have already 
improved on their last World 
Cup outing when they lost 
all three games in 1994 and 
they could yet qualify from a 
group that seems wide open 
for second place. 

“['m afraid they were 
prepared for our long and 
high ball game,” Olsen said. 
“T was very impressed by 
them,” said Olsen. “We 
started well and finished 


well but all in all we are a 


quite satisfied with the 
draw,” he concluded. 


man-to-man, Leighton won 
the battle, soaring to clutch the 
shot. 

Then came Ronaldo. He 
looks a bit like outfielder 
David Justice and he wears his 
head shaved like Michael 
Jordan, and when he gets a 
soccer ball on his feet he’s as 
hard to stop as either of those 
big scorers. 

This time, he took a 
through ball on the right wing, 
25-yards from the goal. He 
moyed left around Colin 
Hendry, the Scots’ big blonde 
captain, then right around 
Boyd, then left to get free of 
Hendry again. It was just him 
and Leighton, and the old guy 
did it again, spiking away the 
shot from 10 yards, 

Sampaio was involved in 
the score that tied the game, 
too. He wrapped his left arm 
around Kevin Gallagher as 


@ h 


they chased a ball in the 
penalty area, and the cool 
John Collins converted the 
penalty kick with a drive past 
goalie Taffarel into the bottom 
left of the net in the 38th 
minute. 

Scotland’s big defenders, 
sometimes five of them 
jammed into the penalty zone, 
snuffed Brazil’s left-side 
attack right out. 

‘That pattern continued until 
Brazil coach Zagallo substitut- 
ed Denilson for Bebeto. The 
change opened up Scotland's 
defence to the point where 
Cafu could penetrate for his 
decisive shot. 

“Tt was a nervous game, as 
first games of World Cups 
usually are,” Zagallo said. 
“The team played more slowly 
after the first goal and gave 
Scotland spaces to do what 
they like. 


Morocco celebrate their second goal. 
21 


azio must be licking 
their lips at the 
prospect of putting 
a club shirt on 
Chile’s Mr Magic, Marcelo 
Salas. Meanwhile, Roberto 
Baggio exorcised the ghost 
of the 1994 World Cup final 
when he scored with a late 
penalty to salyage a 2-2 
draw for Italy in their open- 
ing World Cup match 
against Chile on Thursday 
last week. 
Baggio missed a vital 
penalty shot which handed 
Brazil the trophy in the United 


Bad luck amico ... Ivan Zamorano consoles Pagliuca 
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Bordeaux, he buried his spot 


kick hard and low into the bot- 


Nelson Tapia’s goal to give 
Italy a valuable point. 

“The 1994 penalty did pass 
though my mind T must admit 
but I was thinking more about 


of Italy. 


States four years ago, 

But in the 85th minute of 
Ttaly’s pulsating Group B tie 
with the South Americans in 


nton ‘Ton; 
Polster made his 
historic goal a 
meaningful one in 
Austria’s difficult first up 
game against the Cameroon 
Lions, always a tough team 
at any time, particularly in a 
World Cup, when they seem 
to shift up a gear, 

Polster scored off a corner 

kick in second-half injury time 
to give Austria a 1-1 draw 
with Cameroon on Thursday 
night in the World Cup opener 
for both teams. 
Tt was the 16th goal in 
World Cup qualifying and 
finals matches for the 34-year- 
old captain, breaking the 
Austrian record held by Hans 
Krankl. 

On a corner kick from the 
right side, defender Anton 
Pfeffer headed the ball to 
Polster, who took two steps 
‘and put his shot into the roof 
of the net, skimming the bot- 
tom of the crossbar. 

“That we managed to 
equalize things, that turned 
into a great feeling,” Austrian 
coach Herbert Prohaska said. 

Cameroon had taken a 1-0 
lead in the 77th minute when 
Pierre Njanka, making only 
his third international appear- 


22 


just levelling the score. If 
we'd lost this match it would 
have made everything much 
more difficult.” 


ance, evaded two defenders on 
a spectacular 40-yard run. 
Starting just beyond the 
midfield line, Njanka side- 
stepped Wolfgang Feiersinger 
and then Peter Schoettel 
before blasting his shot over 
diving goalkeeper 
Michael Konsel, 
‘The victory cre- 
ated a four-way tie 
on points in World 
Cup Group B. The 
other two teams in 
the group, Italy and 
Chile, tied 2-2 ear- 
lier in the day. 
“We're starting 
from — scratch,” |3 
Prohaska “Tt 
was all zero points 
before and it’s all 
one point now.” 
Njanka’s goal 
was a one-man 
effort, characteriz- 
ing much of 
Cameroon's play. 
Italso livened up a 
game that had fea- 
tured slips, slides, 
pushes and great 
saves on the wet 
turf of the new 
Municipal 
Stadium, which 
was drenched by 


tom right hand corner of 


The penalty which gave 
Baggio his goal was highly 
controversial. Baggio atlempt- 
ed to cross from the right and 
the ball struck defender 
Ronaldo Fuentes on the hand. 
The Chileans argued yet 
Bouchardeau of Niger had no 
hesitation pointing to the spot. 

For most of the second half 
Chile appeared to be heading 
for their first World Cup finals 
victory for 36 years, and their 
second against Italy, after a 
two-goal burst from Lazio- 
bound striker Marcelo Salas 
either side of halftime. 

The River Plate player 
grabbed an opportunist's goal 
{wo minutes into injury time 
at the end of the first half after 
the Italian defence failed to 
clear a comer. 

He added his second four 
minutes after the interval, ris- 
ing above marker Fabio 
Cannavaro to plant a firm 
downward header past a flail- 
ing Gianluca Pagliuca in the 
Italy goal. 

“Sadly the penalty in the 
last minutes deprived us of the 
victory we deserved,” Chile 
coach Nelson Acosta said. “I 
didn’t see the penalty very 
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well — it was a difficult 
moment — but you have to 
accept it,” he said, We had 
some defensive problems, But 
we came back in a spectacular 
way.” 

Cesare Maldini saw things 
differently, “We deserved the 
the Italy coach, 
whose side appeared to be 
heading for defeat despite an 
early opening goal from 
Christian Vieri.. 

“We did make some mis- 
takes especially in defence, 
but I believe it was a fair 
result.” 

Salas, who joins Lazio in 
an $18 million deal next sea- 
son, Was a constant threat to 
the Italian defence, particular- 
ly when he combined with 
Inter Milan's Ivan Zamorano. 

Salas should have given 
Chile an equaliser halfway 
through the first half and 
Zamorano got the better of his 
marker Alessandro Nesta on 
several occasions, 

Italy had taken the lead 
after nine minutes thanks to 
their previously untried strik- 
ing partnership of Baggio and 
Vieri (who was raised in 
Sydney). 


Captain Paolo Maldini set 
Baggio free with a long clear- 
ance from defence, Baggio 
stroked the ball into Vieri’s 
path with a perfectly weighted 
pass from the left-and the 
Atletico Madrid forward 
buried a first time shot in the 
bottom right hand corner of 
Nelson Tapia’s goal, 

Baggio and Vieri had never 
played together in a competi- 
tive match before Thursday 
but Vieri was quick to praise 
his team mate afterwards. 

. “It was a great ball from 
Baggio and it made it relative- 
ly easy to do the rest,” he said, 

“J don’t accept we had a 
blackout to allow Salas to 
score twice. It’s just that Chile 
played a great game.” 

And captain Paolo Maldini 
warned Italy would have other 
tough games in group B, 

“Chile are a good side but 
who knows if they are the 
toughest of our opponents. 

“Cameroon and Austria 
qualified for the World Cup 
too so they can’t be all that 
bad.” 

With the other two sides in 
the group no pushovers, the 
group is wide open. 


ie 


Flying High... 


the power of Marcelo Salas, The 


Chilean scored two against the Azzurri. 


heavy rains just before kick- 
off, 
Though the Austrians had 
possession for much of the 
first half, the African squad 
opened up play in the second 
half, often threatening, but just 
as often losing in 
front of the 
Austrian goal 
with passes that 
went nowhere, 
Cameroon 
+h Claude Le 
Roy said he was 
happy with his 
team’s effort, 
particularly in the 
second half. 
“Initially, we 
played the ball 


too deeply, and 


then I told the 
players to get it 


up some,” Le 


Roy said 

Konsel made 
three outstanding 
stops, while 
Cameroon’s 


Jacques Sango’o 


had two tough 


- AUSTRALIAN AND BRITISH SQCCER WEEKLY — JUNE 16, 1998 


saves. as the 
match appeared 


draw. 


headed for a 0-0 


Twice, Konsel leapt to 
make fingertip saves, again: 
Didier Angibeau in the firs 
half and against Pierre Wome 
in the second, 

Austria didn’t test Sango’o 
until the 71st minute, when he 
knocked a shot from Polster to 
defender Rigobert Song, who 
cleared it to the side. Sango’o 
also held on 10 an attempt by 
Heimo Pfeifenberger in the 
74th. 

The game was marred by 
rough play, and the Austrians 
appeared especially frustrated 
over several tackles by the 
Indomitable Lions, 

However, Paraguayan ref- 
eree Epifanio Gonzalez issued 
only two yellow cards, one (0 
Pfeffer and the other to 
Cameroon’s Samuel Ipoua. 

‘After seeing this game it is 
obvious that this group is 
going to be very tight. 

Each team is capable, on 
their day, of beating any other 
side in the group. 

Once again the Indomitable 
Lions have shown that they 
can produce the occasional 
piece of magic to liven up a 
game, while the Austrians, 10 
their credit, are a strong brew 


~~» with the experience of Tony 


Polster-a vital ingredient, 
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-STOICHKOV V CHILAVERT 
A FIZZLER 


wo sides seemingly happy to 

play it cautiously produced the 

first scoreless draw of the tour- 

nament in their Group D match 
at a windy Montpellier. If Group D was 
meant to indicate delightful, then today it 
stood for dull and dour. 

Bulgarian frustration in a hard-tackling 
game earned attackingwing-back Anatoli 
Nankoy the first red card of the tournament 
for a second bookable offence a minute 
from time. 

Until then, Saudi referee Abdul Rahman 
Al-Zeid had taken a lenient attitude to foul 
play in the game and striker Hristo 
Stoichkoy and captain Trifon Ivanov, both 
booked, were lucky new FIFA rules on tack- 
Jing were not more harshly enforced. 

Bulgaria, surprise semifinalists in 1994, 
were irresistible in the first half but failed to 
capitalise, although veteran Stoichkoy hit 
the post with a vicious low drive. 

Paraguay came out a transformed team in 
the second half while the ageing Bulgarians 
seemed to tire and, despite their post-match 
complaints at an unjust result, were proba- 
bly happy to settle for the draw 

History was nearly made when, with 16 
minutes to go, Paraguay goalkeeper and 
captain Jose Luis Chilavert saw his swerv- 


ing free kick turned over the bar by his 
Bulgarian opposite number Zdravko 
Zdravkov at full stretch. 

Chilavert, who has scored 40 goals in his 
career, would have been the first keeper to 
have scored in the finals. It was a move that 
encapsulated the turnround in fortunes after 
halftime. Bulgaria had dominated the first 
45 minutes, with Ivanoy forcing Chilavert 
intothe best save of the half as his curling 
free kick headed goalwards, But coach 
Hristo Bonev’s veteran attack, the backbone 
of the team from USA “94, tired after the 
break while Paraguay — none of them over 
30 except for Chilavert — were rejuvenated 
but unable to carve out genuine goalscoring 
Opportunities, 

When Stoichkov, joint top scorer at 
USA'94, rounded marker Pedro Sarabia in 
‘one of Bulgaria’s few second-half attacks, 
Lyuboslav Peney could only blast 
Stoichkov’s neat lay back over the 
bar.Peney was substituted shortly afterwards 
but Emil Kostadinov, another veteran of for- 
mer Bulgarian triumphs, could do no better. 

Nankoy, booked in the 27th minute for a 
foul on Jorge Campos, was sent off for a 
second bad foul shortly before the final 
whistle. He will now miss his side’s second 
game against Nigeria. 


Bulgaria, who traditionally take a no- 
nonsense approach to tackles, had two play- 
ers sent off in the 1994 tournament and were 
lucky that Stoichkov received only a yellow 
card, 

He argued throughout with the referee 
and had several tussles with Paraguayan 
opponents before being booked late in the 
first half for a tackle from behind. 

Ivanov, superb in defence in the second 
half, was booked midway through it for a 
foul on Jorge Campos which looked to 
breach new FIFA regulation banning dan- 
gerous tackles from behind. 

Bonev complained that Bulgaria should 
have had a penalty in the fifth minute, when 
Stoichkov tangled with Sarabia, and said he 
was deeply disappointed with a draw: “We 
are sorry not to win because Bulgaria were 
the better team.” 

“T think we can do much better in future,” 
said the Brazilian Carpegiani. 

Chilavert said: “We should have won. 
But this is good for us and for Bulgariatoo 
as they'll have to think about what they 
must do in future.” 

For both sides however, the portents are 
not good for the rest of the toumament on 
the basis of this largely insipid performance. 


Action from from the Bulgaria and Paraguay game. 


RIEPER RESC 


a 


The Grim Rieper ... Saudia Arabia were killed off by Mark Reiper's header in their first game of the toumament. 


oy A 
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rmer European champions 

Denmark began their World 

Cup group C campaign with a 1- 

0 win over Saudi Arabia on 

Friday of week one thanks to a rare goal 
from defender Mare Rieper. 

Denmark dominated a disappointing 
match but had looked set to endure a frus- 
trating evening until Rieper found himself 
unmarked some six metres out and headed 
home a cross from Chelsea-bound Brian 
Laudrup in the 68th minute. 

Coached by Carlos Alberto Parreira, the 
man who led Brazil to their 1994 World 
Cup success, Saudi Arabia can have no 
complaints after a negative performance in 
which they seldom troubled giant Danish 
goalkeeper Peter Schmeichel, 

Schmeichel did make one good save, 
plunging to his right to push aside a free 
kick from Saudi attacker Saeed Al-Owairan 
just before halftime. But that was a rare 
spark from the Saudis, who upset Morocco 
and Belgium in 1994 before going out in the 
second round. 

Denmark, European champions in 1992 
but appearing in only their second World 
Cup finals, play South Africa in Toulouse 
next Thursday before completing ther group 
fixtures against hosts France, Saudi Arabia 
meet France on June 18 and then play South 
Africa. 

The winner was only the second goal that 
Rieper has scored in a international career 
‘spanning 54 matches. 

“[’'m not really that worried about where 


SAPPOINTING DANES 


the goals come from as long as we get the 
three points, I’m just as pleased that we kept 
aclean sheet,” Rieper said. 

The big man had pushed forward for 
comer and stayed up when the Saudis failed 
to clear the danger. 

Michael Laudrup, winning his 100th cap 
for Denmark and the last link with their 
1986World Cup campaign, often combined 
sweetly in midfield with brother Brian but 
the Danes, who had lost their last three 
matches prior to the competition, lacked a 
cutting edge, 

Striker Ebbe Sand, a prolific scorer in 
Danish soccer with Brondby but inexperi- 
enced at this level, wasted a good chance in 
the first half and midfielder Martin 
Jorgensen shot straight at goalkeeper 
Mohammed Al-Deayea when the ball fell to 
him early in the second half, 

Saudi coach Carlos Alberto blamed the 
defeat on a momentary lapse of concentra- 
tion. 

“Nobody likes to lose. We are down, we 
are disappointed but they (the players) 
should hold their heads up and think of the 
next two games,” he said, 

“They played against a good team and 
they did well,” he added. The match will not 
live long in the memory, yet it did give Lens 
the distinction of being the smallest town to 
host a World Cup match. A 

The Stade Felix Bollaert holds just over 
41,000 while the urban population of this 
northern French town is just 35,000. 


Kluivert in trouble... the Dutchman was needlessly sent-off 
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hat is it about Holland? Great 

players, coaches and fans, yet 

they have once again failed to 
fire on the big stage. 

A World Cup match which started so 
brightly for the much-fancied Dutch ended 
in bitter disappointment on Saturday when 
they had striker Patrick Kluivert sent off and 
could only draw 0-0 with Belgium. 

Kluivert was shown the red card by 
Italian referee Pierluigi Collina 11 minutes 
from the end after Kluivert elbowed 
Lorenzo Staelens in the chest after clashing 

~ with him seconds earlier. 

“He said something that really affected 
me, T can’t say what it was but it was a stu- 
pid thing for me to do,” Kluivert said. 

Kluivert will miss the next two first 
round matches against South Korea and 
Mexico unless the Dutch decide to appeal 

Kluivert’s contact with the Belgian’s 
chest appeared minimal but Staelens went 
down as if Mike Tyson had smacked him. 
Collina did not appear to see the incident 
and checked with his linesman before send- 
ing Kluivert off. 

A disgrace in the view of ABSW, we feel 
the player in question should have been 
given a Logie for the best performance in a 
sporting telecast, really he was worse than 
the Iranian keeper when our Harry pushed 
him and was given a yellow card at the 
MCG. 

Belgium, who lost to the Dutch twice in 
the Cup qualifying competition, were 
delighted to have secured a point at the end 
of a fiercely contested match at a rainswept 
Stade de France, 


UM ee der eee 


The Dutch had far the better of the match 
and saw two shots cleared off the line by 
Belgian substitute Eric Deflandre. 

But Belgium hung on well after surviving 
early pressure and could have scored them- 
selves late in the first half when Mare 
Wilmots was able only to chest the ball into 
keeper Edwin van der Sar’s arms from eight 
metres out. 

“Tt was not a good result for us,” said 
Dutch captain Frank de Boer. “For the first 
half-an-hour we played very well but after 
we went down to 10 men, they put seven 
men behind the ball and we could not get 
the goal we had deserved.” 

Collina booked two other players — 
Stuelens and Deflandre early in the game — 
both for fouls on Dutch winger Mare 
Overmars who looked like winning it for the 
Dutch on his own for the first 45 minutes, 

With Overmars sprinting down the left- 
wing leaving Crasson marooned in his s! 
stream, the Netherlands forced Belgium 
onto the back-foot almost for the whole of 
the first half, 

Crasson lasted just 22 minutes before 
being mercifully spared further torment 
when he waseplaced by Deflandre 


‘The substitution proved to be an inspired 
one, as Deflandre headed away a wayward 


punch by his own goalie Filip de Wilde 
from the line, and in the closing stages 
kicked away a volley from Philip Cocu, 

Deflandre also neutralised the threat from 
Overmars as the game wore on, and helped 
Belgium gain in confidence and finish the 
match far stronger than they started it, 

Jimmy Floyd Hasselbaink could have 
scored with an angled shot after seven min- 
utes but sent it across the face of the Belgian 
goal, while Dutch substitute Dennis 
Bergkamp miscued a left-foot shot soon 
after replacing Hasselbaink with 25 minutes 
to go. 

Central defender Jaap Stam tested de 
Wilde late in the game with a fiercely struck 
30-metre drive while Belgian striker Luc 
Nilis was also desperately unlucky with 
rasping long-range shot which went just 
over the Dutch bar. 

While the Dutch played the better foot- 
ball, the Belgian defence worked hard to 
thwart their raids, with Mike Verstraeten in 
particular haying a fine match, 

Of the 120 matches played between the 
two, the Dutch have won Belgium 39 
and 26 have now been drawn, but it is 
doubtful whether any of the previous draws 
have given Belgium as much satisfaction as 
this one. 


FRENCH OFF TO A FLYER 


start to their bid to become the first 

host nation to win the World Cup 
in 20 years when they outclassed new- 
comers South Africa 3-0 in their opening 
Group C match on Friday. And in the 
process they have awakened a previously 
subdued French public, a public known 


Fe made a highly encouraging 


pe 


24 


Yet another own goal. 
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more for its passion for fas! 
football craziness. 

Christophe Dugarry broke the deadlock 
in the 34th minute, just eight minutes after 
he had come on as substitute, 

Then an own goal by Pierre Issa in the 
78th minute and a last-gasp strike by 
Thierry Henry two minutes into injury time 


than its 


sealed a victory which was joyfully hailed 
by the crowd in the Velodrome. 

“T would say that the door is wide open,” 
said France coach Aime Jacquet. 

South Africa, making their debut in the 
World Cup finals, lacked the experience to 
maintain an equal challenge to the hosts but 
France could draw encouragement from a 
performance Which grew in confidence as 
the match wore on. 

Zinedine Zidane, the man Fran 
will emulate the great Michel Platir 
number 10 shirt, was at the heart of much 
that was good in the waves of attacks which 
beat on the South Africa defence on an 
evening when a chill Mistral wind swirled 
around the stadium. 

“We produced a tremendous type of foot- 
ball for two reasons,” Jacquet said. "One, 
because of the terrible wind which made it 
very difficult to play and difficult for us to 
impose our style of play. Secondly because 
we beat a very good South African team. 
We fulfilled our contract with the fans in 
Marseille but this is just the beginning.’ 

South Africa’s French coach Philippe 
Troussier said France were a very good 
team. “The French team was very organised. 
It was the difference between a young team 
like ours and them,” he said. 

“France deserved the victory but maybe 
not 3-0. But the World Cup hasn’t finished 
for us. 

“This game was always going to be a 
bonus and now we are in the position we 
always thought we'd be in — having to beat 
Saudi Arabia and Denmark.” 

Dugarry proved the catalyst for France, 
coming on for Stephane Guivare’h who had 
taken a knock on the knee. He forced an 
awkward save from goalkeeper Hans Vonk 
with a hard shot three minutes after his 


France flying high. 


arrival, then unceremoniously blotted out 
danger at the other end with a foul on South 
Africa playmaker John Moshoeu before 
returning upfield to score. 

Zidane, increasingly imposing his 
authority on the game, swept through the 
South African half to win a corner on the 
left, took it himself with a beautiful inswing- 
ing effort and Dugarry rose above his mark- 
ers to head home. 

Dugary, playing on his home pitch, was 
mobbed by ecstatic team mates as he glee- 
fully celebrated only his third goal in 25 
international appearances. 

He had the ball in the net again eight 
‘minutes after the interval but the effort was 
disallowed for offside, French captain 
Didier Deschamps rectiving a yellow card 
for dissent at the decision. Emmanuel Petit, 
for a foul, and Zidane, for dissent, were also 
booked during the match. 


South African defender Issa, like 
Dugarry a player with local side Olympique 
Marseille, unhappily helped seal his side’s 
fate with his own goal 12 minutes from 
time. 

Dugarry Jaid the ball off for Youri 
Djorkaeff in the hox, Djorkaeff shot and Issa 
deflected the bal! into the far comer of the 
net with his left foot. 

Issa might almost have been landed with 
a second own goal when he got a foot to the 
ball struck by Henry two minutes into injury 
time after the Monaco striker had squeezed 
between two defenders and beaten diving 
goalkeeper Vonk with his shot, 

Former African Nations Cup champions 
South Africa, with Moshoeu, Benedict 
‘McCarthy and Phil Masinga having some 
lively moments early in the game, could not 
in the end pose Sufficient threat. 


MATADOR TAUNTS 
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KOREANS 


|wo late goals by ‘El Matador’ Luis 
Hernandez gave Mexico a hard- 
fought 3-1 victory against 10-man 
South Korea in their World Cup Group 
E match on Saturday. The skilful 
Koreans have yet to win in the World 
Cup ever, despite their impressive record 
of qualifications. 
Hernandez struck in the 75th and 84th 
minutes to rip the heart out of the South 


SPANISH ARMADA 


and Sunday Oliseh and hand a sensational 3- 


igeria pulled off one of their now- 

familiar comeback acts on 

Saturday to set a fresh African 
World Cup adventure in motion at the 
expense of Spain. They may have had a 
disrupted and disjointed lead-up to the 
tournament, but when it counted, the 
Super Eagles came through. 

Until the 73rd minute it was the 
Spaniards who looked destined to enjoy a 
winning start to group D. 

They led 2-1, only for 36-year-old goal- 
keeper Andoni Zubizarreta to concede two 
goals inside five minutes from Garba Lawal 


Korean hopes after second-half substitute 
Ricardo Pelaez had cancelled out the 28th 
minute opening goal by South Korean mid- 
fielder Ha Seok-ju. 

But Ha tured from hero to villain two 
minutes after scoring when he was dis- 
missed for a scything and needless tackle 
from behind on Jesus Ramirez. 

Tt made him the first man for exactly 36 
years to be dismissed at the World Cup 


2 win to the Super Eagles. 

En route to winning the Olympic title in 
Atlanta two years ago, Nigeria came from 3- 
1 down against Brazil and 2-1 down to 
Argentina to scoop the gold medals but this 
latest escapade must rank alongside any- 
thing they have already achieved. 

It was a particularly sweet moment for 
Oliseh, whose spectacular 25-metre drive 
past an already shell-shocked Zubizarreta 
sparked off joyous scenes amongst the 
Nigerian fans in the Beaujoire stadium. 

Tt was the 23-year-old midfielder who in 


« 


Sunday too far away...what a goal! 


finals after scoring a goal and the first play- 
er to that point be shown the red card at the 
1998 finals under the rule covering violent 
tackles from behind. 

The last scorer to be sent off was Brazil’s 
Garrincha who got two first half gouls in a 
4-2 semi-final win over Chile on Junel3, 
1962 before being dismissed. 

‘The Koreans, chasing their first victory in 
five World Cup finals appearances, got off 
to a dream start with Ha firing home a 25 
metre free-kick which took a deflection to 
leave goalkeeper Jorge Campos rooted to 
the spot. 

But after his sending off the balance 
changed and in the second half the 
Mexicans came storming out. 

The Asians withstood the pressure until 
the Sist minute when Pelaez scored from 
close-range, pouncing on a rebound from a 
comer. 

Tt was only a matter of time before the 
Mexicans struck again and Hernandez was 
on hand at the near post to sweep in a high 
cross from the left from Ramirez with 15 
minutes left. 

The “Matador,” so called for his killer 
instinct in front of goal, was on target again 
with six minutes to go when he picked up a 
neat pass from fellow striker Cuauhtemoc 
Blanco and fired low into the far comer of 
the net. 

Blanco was the other star of the Mexican 
side with his unique brand of trickery. 


the 1994 World Cup gave away the ball 
against Italy, allowing Roberto Baggio to 
deprive the Africans of a place in the quar- 
ter-finals. This time it is Spain who must 
pull something from the wreckage. 

A curling 20th minute free-kick from 
Femando Hierro and a superbly struck left- 
foot volley from Real Madrid's 20-year-old 
sensation Raul had twice given them the 
lead and coach Javier Clemente would have 
backed his defence to hold on nine times out 
of 10, 

Instead Spain were condemned to only 
their second defeat in 35 matches since the 
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Mexico trainer Manuel Lapuente, pleased 
with his country’s first win in a World Cup 
finals tournament in Europe, said: “I feel 
relieved. It’s good to get a victory in the 
first game. We were well prepared for it and 
got a good result.” 

Korean coach Cha Bum-kun felt Ha’s 
sending off had turned the match, “We 
played well in the first half but we had a 
problem after Ha was sent off,” he told 
reporters. 

Tt was the Mexicans’ ninth victory in 34 
World Cup finals matches. For the Koreans, 
it was their ninth defeat in 12 World Cup 
finals matches. They drew the other three 
games. 


last World Cup finals by Zubizarreta’s fatal 
error in deflecting Lawal's seemingly harm- 
less cross over his own goal-line in a man- 
ner which will haunt him, 

It was another mistake from their captain 
which cost Spain a 1-0 defeat to France in 
Paris in January, and, after124 caps, a 
famous career appears to be on the wane. 

Though, was a day for Nigeria to savour 
and Belgrade-bom coach Bora Milutinovic 
showed his commitment to the cause by 
appearing in traditional national dress. 

“It was our most difficult match and we 
now have a great chance to qualify for the 
next stage. It’s a wonderful result for every- 
‘one and we thank God for it.” 

Oliseh was similarly thrilled. “It was dif- 
ficult for us to reach this stage as an African 
country in turmoil and conflict, but we went 


out to achieve victory and we got it. We 


Spanish joy was 


It also meant they are all but out of the 
reckoning for the first two places in the 
group with games against Belgium and 
favourites The Netherlands coming up next. 

Cha may well face some criticism back 
home for leaving out the country’s leading 
attacking talent, Choi Yong-soo, 

Choi’s usual partner in attack, leading 
striker Hwang Sun-hong, was injured for the 
Mexico game, 

‘The match looked as if it would become a 
nasty affair before the break, but Austrian 
referee Guenter Benko kept volatile tempers 
in check, booking Jaime Ordiales and 
Garcia Aspe and South Korean Lee Min- 
sung before handing out the red card to Ha. 


people back home. We deserved the result 
and they deserve to enjoy it.” 

Even Nigeria's first goal in the 24th 
minute had an ironic element to it, Real 
Sociedad midfielder Mutiu Adepoju ram- 
ming home a header straight from a corner 
to make himself instantly unpopular in his 
adopted country. 

With sheeting rain making the pitch 
greasy and defending a hazardous business, 
Nigeria, wearing black armbands after the 
death of their country’s ruler, General Sani 
Abacha, earlier in the week, were in con- 
tention from that moment and ultimately 
made Raul regret his early profligacy with a 
header he should have scored fro: 

Even in injury time of a thrilling game, 
Spain could have drawn level when Sergi 
curled a shot agonisingly over. 


short lived. 
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tants Japan in their opening group H 
match on Sunday. The loss completes a 
disastrous start for the Asian region 
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ATISTUTA RESCUES ARGENTINA ... AGI 


abriel Batistuta scored the only ae 
goal of the match as World SS 
Cup favourites Argentina i 


laboured to brush aside debu- re 
ARGENTINA. 


Group H: Toulouse 


sides, with South 
Korea, Iran and 
Saudia Arabia all 

| losing their first 
games, 

Sampdoria’s Juan 

J Sebastian Veron won 
the ball close to the 
Japanese box and fed 
Ariel Ortega, whose 
through pass found 
Batistuta. 

The Fiorentina 
striker took two steps 
and chipped the ball 

| over advancing goal- 
keeper Yoshikatsu 
Kawaguchi into the 
net for his fifth 
World Cup goal. He 
scored four, includ- 

| ing a hat-trick against 

Greece, in the 1994 

P| finals in the United 

States. 

| The Argentines 

started slowly and 

cautiously with Japan 

doing more attacking 

in the opening quar- 
ter of an hour, 

But after some 


Batistuta strikes 


neat build-up work, notably from Hidetoshi 
Nakata and Hiroshi Nanami, Japan did not 
show enough conviction to make the break- 
through although they created some good 
chances late in the game. 

“We played aggressively and positively 
but unfortunately we didn’t score,” Japan 
coach Takeshi Okada said. “We knew 
Argentina would be stronger than us.” 

In the last 15 minutes of the first half, 
Argentina could have gone two goals up. 
Batistuta, whose international tally now 
stands at 44 goals in 62 matches, rose high 
above Japan's diminutive defenders to hit 
the post with a header seven minutes before 
the interval from a cross from the left. 

Winger Claudio Lopez dived to head the 
rebound only to see his close range effort 
saved by Yamaguchi. Once the talented 
Argentine midfield had settled, they had 
Japan's defence under pressure, Ortega dart- 
ing through on the ground while Veron was 
close twice with shots from outside the box. 

“Because it is always difficult to win the 
first match of a World Cup,” Argentina 
coach Daniel Passarella said, “But 1 am not 
completely happy with my team. They did 
some thing very well but they could have 
been better in certain areas,” Passarella said. 

“In the first half they created some good 
chances ... but in the second ... there were 
things we will have to work on, especially 


... and Batistuta celebrates. 


as far as precision and control go,” 
Passarella said, 

In the second half Argentina, despite sev- 
eral chances, failed to make their superiority 
tell against the massed Japanese rearguard. 

Yamaguchi saved Japan again 20 minutes 
from time when he turned a shot from 
Simeone wide after a Batistuta free kick. 

“We have to feel quite satisfied, especial 
ly about the first half,” Simeone said. “Of 
course we can also improve and we will 
improve,” he added. 

“We don’t fear anyone in the group, Now 
‘we are just going to settle down and relax 
before the next match with Jamaica.” 


Sweeper Robertor Sensini, Argentina's 
best player, had to come off 20 minutes 
from time after hurting his hand in an aerial 
challenge. 

Defender Yutaka Akita created Japan's 
best chance 10 minutes from time with a 
header across the face of goal but left back 
Naoki Soma failed to reach the ball at the 
far post. 

“It’s a real shame, We hoped to win the 
match,” striker Masashi Nakayama said. 
“We are very content with the way we 
played, but of course we couldn't score, 1 
didn’t think we were too bad in defence.” 


IRANIANS PUT UP A FIGHT 


fre 


Yugoslavia victory over Iran in their 


‘na result that must have pleased a 
few Australian supporters, Iran 
were so close yet so far in their first 
World Cup game, A 73 


kick from Sinisa Mihajlovic gave YUGOSLAVIA. . 


Group F game on Sunday. 


Disappointing Yugosla 


26 


ia had created 


Group F: Lyon 


Kralj jumps a Yugoslav defender. 
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>) few chances and lacked penetration against 


a well-organised and determined Iranian 
side. 

“The first half was very difficult for us 
and you can see that in the World Cup every 
game is difficult. But it wasn’t so much the 
tough opponents as our own weaknesses in 
the first half, particularly in midfield,” 
Yugoslav coach Slobodan Santrae said. 
“We played better in the second half but 1 
don’t know the reasons why the team didn’t 
play as well as they can.” 

Missing Dejan Savicevic through injury, 
the Yugoslavs had no one to provide service 
to their front men and Predrag Mijatovic 
saw little of the ball. 

Midfield general Dragan Stojkovic 
Jooked out of sorts and was substituted mid- 
way through the second half. 

“The hard preparations we had in 
‘Switzerland took their toll and 1 hope we 
will have enough time to recover by the 
time we play Germany,” Santrac said. 

He threw on strikers Darko Kovacevic 
and Perica Ognjenovic in a bid to break 
down a solid Iranian defence. 

But it was the free-kick specialist 
Mihajlovic who made the difference in a 
closely contested game. 

His curling left footed drive from 25 
metres deceived Iranian keeper Nima 
Nakisa who watched helplessly as the ball 


sped past him. 


Mijatovic almost made it two in the 81st 
minute when he forced a good save out of 
Nakisa after being put through by 
Ognjenovic. 

The Iranians had few chances in a scrap- 
py second period but Ali Daei could have 
done better five minutes from time when he 
headed straight at Yugoslav keeper Ivica 
Kralj. 

Their best chance came in the first half 
when Mehrdad Minavand was put clear on 
the left but shot wide from 14 metres when 


Pure joy ... Yugoslavia celebrate their goal. 


he should have hit the target, 

“We played a fair game and did our best 
and there was nothing shameful in this game 
for us,” Iran coach Jalal Talebi said. “Our 
mission is not finished, we have to play 
against the U.S. and Germany and we know 
they will be hard games. 

“Bach game has a different meaning for 
us but we will fight to a standstill, If we are 
going to die, then we will die standing. We 
will fight to the last.” 


lhose wishing for a ‘Cool Runnings’ 

style start for the Reggae Boyz had 

to be content with a gallant, but 
ultimately unsuccessful start to the tour- 
nament. Croatia beat Jamaica 3-1 in the 
battle of the World Cup final debutants 
with a classy display of attacking soccer 
in group H on Sunday. After a nervous 
start when the Reggae Boyz from the 
Caribbean gave as good as they got, 
Croatia took the lead in the 27th minute 
from Mario Stanie, 

Jamaica equalised almost on the halftime 
whistle, allowing their noisy supporters to 
party for the whole of the break, But two 
goals in the second half from Robert 
Prosinecki and Davor Suker underlined 
Croatia's superiority. 

‘Croatia looked superb in attack for much 
of the game and deadly in front of goal, The 
first goal came after Stanic received the ball 
back off the crossbar from Igor Stimac’s 
drive, and thumped it past goalkeeper 
Warren Barrett from close in. 

They should have gone further ahead 
seven minutes later when sweeper Zvonimir 
Soldo had only the ‘keeper to beat from 10 
metres, but rifled the ball against the bar. 

Then almost on the stroke of half-time, 
Jamaican wing-back Ricardo Gardener used 
his pace to find space wide on the left and 
sent over a perfect cross for Robbie Earle to 


FRANCE 98 


MATCH REPORTS 


Compiled by ABSW 


CROATIANS END 
CARIBBEAN PARTY 


rise aboye his marker and head the ball into 
Drazen Ladic’s top right-hand corner. 

Earle, one of five English-based players 
in the Jamaican side, was a surprise inclu- 
sion in a team playing three out-and-out 
strikers hoping to latch on to long balls from 
midfield. 

Croatia came out looking much more 
determined in the second half, and finally 
established their superiority in the 53rd 
minute when a cross-shot from Croatia 
Zagreb midfielder Robert Prosinecki looped 
over Barrett into the Jamaican goal. 

Prosinecki had scored at Italia ‘90 when 
Croatia was still part of a united Yugoslavia. 
He and Jarni joined a select band of just 
seven other players - including the great 
Ferene Puskas of Hungary and Spain - who 
have played World Cups for two different 
countries, 

Prosinecki is the only player to have 
scored a finals goal for two different coun- 
tries. 

Tt was left to Real Madrid striker Davor 
Suker to put the game out of Jamaica's 
reach in the 69th minute when he was 
allowed space to tee up a shot on the right 
side of the Jamaican area. But the 
‘Caribbeans were unlucky as the drive took a 
deflection off Gardener which put it out of 
Barrett's reach, 


FRANCE 98 


coure SU MONDE 
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WorRLD Cup 


ANALYSIS & COMMENT 


Roy Hay 


ABSW contributing writer and youth soccer correspondent 


66 eft back when the 
team’s away from 
home” is a common 

insult to not very good players 

where I come from and it’s how I 

feel after trying and failing to get 

one of the ten press passes allocat- 
ed to Australia for this World 

Cup, 

So writing about the goings on in 
France is a bit of struggle. Perhaps 
not as much as for those who made 
it to France only to find their tickets 
had vanished into thin air, or the 
pockets of the unscrupulous. It 
looks like it may be a great tourna- 
ment on the field, thanks to some 
common sense by the early referees, 
though one or two players should 
be thankful for the lenience so far 
shown. 

“Here we go, here we go 
.-again?” might be the new 
Scottish national anthem after a pre- 
dictable, but palpitating defeat by 
the defending world champions in 
the opening match of France 1998. 
For the hardened Scottish fan 
around the world the result was 
foreseen, only the manner of its 
‘achievement’ was unknown, 

Poor Tom Boyd dreamed of 
scoring for Scotland, but not like 
that. 

Yet the bright side of life could 
always be found as the Scots lad 
said after leaving the ground, 
“that’s the first time we have scored 
more goals than Brazil.” 

And the Scots recent reputation 
for bonhomie at matches remained 
unsullied, with many fans adopting 
the Brazilian top matched with the 
most unlikely tartans as their 


attempt to measure up to Paris's 
reputation for haute couture. 

Whether Broon’s Bravehearts 
can now produce sufficient skill and 
nous to down the direct Norwegians 
and the marauding Moroccans 
remains uncertain. 

The Scottish —_ Football 
Association has already booked the 
plane home after the first round, 

Foresight, a sense of history, 
Scottish penny pinching or a spur to 
the players, who knows? 

Tore Andre Flo of Norway, per- 
manent bench warmer at Chelsea, 
has been a revelation and his touch 
on the ground for such a lighthouse 
of a player is impressive. Ole 
Gunnar Solsjaer had to miss of the 
match and limped off after being 
kicked to bits by the Moroccan 
defence, 

Let's hope he comes back to 
make as big an impact as the slip- 
pery Hadji did for the Moroccans. 
Now there is a quality attacking 
midfielder! But please Ole Gunnar 
not against Scotland! 


‘Two images from the Italy-Chile 
match stand out. Roberto Baggio 
standing over that penalty kick 
knowing that his moment of destiny 


had come — and putting it away. 
The other is of Baggio walking off 
with his arm around Marcello Salas, 
the perpetrator of the stunning 
header which gave Chile a lead it 
held until that dodgy penalty award. 

The Lions of Cameroon nearly 
pulled off a win over Austria but 
big Tony Polster showed his ability 
to produce ‘rabbits out of a hat’ is 
undiminished, though I wonder if 
he is suffering from some conta- 
gious disease given the amount of 
space he was allowed in the penalty 
area before thrashing in the critical 
goal. 

Pour Issa of Bafana Bafana. 
Imagine two own goals in one 
game. But then under FIFA direc- 
tives now we don't play Italian 
rules with own goals any more. If 
the attacker is attempting to score 
then the goal should be credited to 
him, not to the unfortunate who just 
happens to help it into the net. 

France looked good in its open- 
ing game, but then remember the 
teams which went off with a bang 
in previous World Cups, only to fall 
‘out at the later stages. Hence one 
does not want to put too much 
weight on stuttering performances 
in their opening games by heavy- 
weights like Brazil and Italy for 
example, 

They know when to peak. 

My tip, Spain, is looking a bit 
sick after the Nigerian second half 
blitz, but I still expect them to qual- 
ify. 

‘The influence of Hierro on the 
opening game was immense, with a 
goal and a sublime through ball to 
Raul. 


Stuart Jones 


ABSW contributing writer and statistician 


facts already about the great game of football. 
(Figures taken up until Sunday night). 

‘The amount of own goals, or goals that have been 
scored where any sort of last touch has come from the 
defence, has been incredible, 

The importance of goals from free-kicks, throw-ins, 
corners and the like are increasing every year. This 
World Cup is a further example of it. 

‘The ‘card mania’ that many thought wewould have 
has not materialised and one can only hope this will not 
change foo much. 

However, be warmed, in the second quarter hour of 
the match, as that is when the referees tend to go for the 
card. If you think the game is only 22 men and a referee 
then you would be wrong, most sides are using their full 
quota of substitutes. 


T: World Cup has thrown up some interesting 


World Cup 1998 

Goals — how they are scored Aoi to date 26) 
Open play —8 

Coming from corners — 
Free kicks —4 
Penalties — 2 1% 
Coming from throw ins—2 7% 


Goals touched by opposition before going in 
(whether own goals or not) — 11 = 42% 


When are they scored? 
0-15m 16-30m 31-45m 46-60m 61-75m 76-90m 
T% 12% 19% 19% 15% 27% 


Before half-time — 10 
After half-time — 16 
Yellow Cards — 33 —ayg 3 a game (approx) 


Red Cards —3 

Corners — 104 —avg 10a game (approx) 

Substitutes —54 — avg 2.7 (lowest Scotland v 
Brazil where each only used 2 of their substitutes) 

Offsides — 33 — avg 3 a game (approx) 


When are the cards (whatever colour) handed out in 
terms of minutes? 
0-15m 16-30m 31-45m 46-60m 61-75m 76-90m 
8% 27% 22% 14% 14% 14% 


Before half-time — 21 
After half-time — 15 


Poor old SBS, first night jitters were evident. Les 
Murray is cool as ever as he overcomes all sorts of diffi- 
culties. Johnny Warren must have been happy to actual- 
Iy see a game rather than be in the studio all the time, 

‘Tracey Holmes is there although she has a bit to 
Tearn about soccer (but then so do we all). 

Paul Dempsey is impressive as a presenter. Martin 
Tyler once more shows why he is the best of the best. 

Paul Williams and Tan Darke have also been excel- 
lent. Paul showing he is able to commentate with the 
best. 

Gary Bloom is loud and excited as ever, one day he 
is going to scream as the kick off whistle “a great whis- 
tle from the referee”, take some sedatives lad. 

‘Then again commentary has to cater for all different 
types of people. 

I think we would certainly be worse off if one of the 
commercial stations had the World Cup, SBS continue 
to do well for the average fan and we do get to see 
every game. 

In fact it seems to be better watching the World Cup 
here rather than actually going to France! 
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Dwyght Tuffnell 


ABSW Melbourne correspondent 


jhe 1998 World Cup is off to 

a good start. Exciting 

games and no shortage of 
goals has made it pleasant view- 
ing for the billions of people 
watching worldwide. 

It is the first time the toumament 
has been split into eight groups of 
four. 

‘This means that only the top two 
progress to the second round, unlike 
the last few Cups when three teams 
were going through from some 


groups. 

Clearly, this has made a differ- 
ence. 

Teams are attacking more in 
search of victory, rather than play- 
ing for draws, which under the old 
system, probably would have seen 
them through. 

As expected, Brazil defeated 
Scotland in the opening game, 
although narrowly. 

‘This was not Brazil at its best. 

Ronaldo showed some glimpses 
of the obvious genius he possesses, 
but as a whole, the Brazilians didn’t 
extend themselves. 

But credit must be given to the 
Scots, they put up a brave perfor- 
mance and only lost because of 
what must have been one of most 
unluckiest goals in World Cup his- 
tory, 

Morocco proved that they will be 
one of best teams to watch in the 
competition. 

They play an attractive style of 
football, and in Mustapha Hadji, 
they have a gifted player, 

Whilst they have some terrific 
players such as Hadji, their goal- 
keeper, Driss Benzekri, doesn’t 
look real flash. 

Norway's first goal was a terrible 
piece of defending by the 
Moroccans, 

Henning Berg's header was 
going nowhere near the goal but 
Youssef Chippo decided to help it 
on its way to where it should be 
going. 

Tt almost made Tom Boyd's own 
goal in the earlier game look distin- 
guished. 

The second was goal was just as 
bad. Benzekri just flapped at the 
ball and presented an easy header 
for Dan Eggen. 

Apart from the keeper, it would 
be unlikely for him to play in the 
second game, and some of the 
defence, Morocco are a handy side, 

Hadji’s and Abdeljilil Hadda’s 
goals were two of the finest we are 
likely to see. 

Like Brazil, Italy are notorious 
slow starters and they once again 
showed this against Chile. 

Chile were a bit unleuky to only 
get a draw out of this game, Italy's 
equaliser from a contentious penalty 
would have had the thousands of 
Chileans in Australia throwing 
things around the room when they 
saw that on TV. 

Marcelo Salas got acquainted 
with some of the defenders he'll be 
facing in Serie A with Lazio next 
season. 

And he showed them he'll give 
them a hard time too, scoring twice. 

The unpredictable Cameroon 
were on show on day two, up 
against Austria in a game that both 
sides had to win. 

Not a great game, but after the 
first three matches of the tourna~ 


ment, we can’t really complain. 

The game though, did have the 
goal of the competition so far. 

Pierre Njanka’s individual effort 
‘was superb and it looked to be giv- 
ing his side the three points until 
Toni Polster bobbed up to claim an 
injury time equaliser for the 
Austrians, 

While the football has been good 
at the World Cup, one disappointing 
aspect has to be the tieket problems. 

Fans from all over the world 
have purchased tickets, some at 
exhorbitant prices, and they haven't 
arrived at the travel or ticketing 
agents. 

In one particular case, a gentle- 
man in Scotland bought tickets for 
the opening game from a travel 
agency. 

He paid about $2000 Australian 
for the tickets and return flight to 
Glasgow but was left in the lurch, as 
were thousands of other Scottish 
supporters, some already in Paris. 

There have been problems with 
the tickets from day one and even 
now it is continuing with Japanese 
fans stranded because they haven't 
received tickets they've paid for. 

Allocation of the tickets has been 
controversial too. 

5,000 tickets apiece went to 
Scottish and Brazilian supporters, 
Jeaving another 70,000 seat avail- 
able. 

Much of this space has been 
taken up by corporations, leaving 
the ordinary and ‘real’ fans without 
@ spot in the stadium, 

Despite predictions that red cards 
will be handed out regularly, not 
one player was sent for an early 
shower in the first four games. 

FIFA’s new edict that any player 
commiting a tackle from behind 
would be sent off immediately, was 
expected to produce a flurry of dis- 
missals in the first games, 

The refereeing has, so far, been 
good with the officials letting the 
game flow and keeping the yellow 
card count down, 

‘They are showing common sense 
in a lot of situations, 

Former whistle-blower Chris 
Bambridge, who refereed at the 
1986 World Cup in Mexico, says 
he’s been quite impressed with what 
he has seen so far from the refs in 
France, but also says that the play- 
ers must be commended for getting 
adjusted to the new rule so quickly. 

“A lot of people haye said that 
the fact that the referees aren’t wav- 
ing red cards for a tackle from 
behind is good,” said Bambridge. 

“But the players have responded 
well to the new ruling,” 

In the opening game, the 
Brazilian defender Aldair tackled 
from behind but only received a yel- 
low card from the Spanish offeial. 

“T think he was just using his 
common sense,” Bambridge said, 

“Whether or not he is taken to 
task by FIFA for not sending the 
player off is another matter.”” 

Bambridge said he was pleased 
to see referees from countries such 
as Nigeria and Thailand getting a 
chance to take charge of games, but 
says that when crunch games come 
around, top referees from Europe 
and South America are likely to be 
given the majority of games. 

The host nation’s debut at France 
98 proved to be a succesful one. 


France, whose defeat of World 
Cup rookies South Africa was mild- 
ly spectacular, are the choice of 
many smart judges to take out the 
tournament. 

‘The 3-0 scoreline came courtesy 
of more own goals, two in fact, both 
by the same player. 

Pierre Issa made history in 
Marseille by becoming the first 
player to score two own goals, not a 
record he'll be telling the grandchil- 
dren in years to come. 

But France were well worth their 
victory, 

Zinedine Zidane is probably the 
player most crucial to the French, 
and his masterful display in mid- 
field emphasised this, 

In fact the entire French midfield 
has a touch of class about it. 

Along with Zidane, Didier 
Deschamps, Youri Djorkaeff and 
Emmanuel Petit make up arguably 
the finest midfield in the competi- 
tion. 

Tf France are lacking anywhere 
though, it is up front. 

Scorer of the first goal, 
Christophe Dugarry, has never been 
a prolific scorer for his country and 
coach Aime Jacquet was criticised 
for selecting him and not Arsenal 
teenager Nicolas Anelka. 

Stephane Guivare’h, who went 
off injured early against South 
Africa, has been leading scorer in 
the French first division for the past 
two seasons, but despite this, he has 
no international pedigree to speak 
of. 

The two other forwards in the 
French squad, Monaco pair Thierry 
Henry and David Trezeguet, are 
young and obviously very talented, 

Whether or not they can make up 
for their lack of international expe- 
rience with goals remains to be 
seen. 

Africa’s main hope, Nigeria, 
pulled off a stunning victory over 
highly-fancied Spain in Nantes. 

‘The current Olympic champions 
twice came from behind to score a 
popular win with everyone, except 
the Spaniards, 

Surely no one would begrudge 
the Nigerians a decent run and per- 
haps even a win at this World Cup, 

‘Their flair, athleticism and skill 
make them a good team to watch 
and a good chance to become 
Afri first winners of the big 
prize. 

Another fancy, Holland, were 
also in action over the weekend, 
against next door neighbours 
Belgium. 

In the first twenty minutes, 
Holland, and Mare Overmars in par- 
ticular, looked set to tear the 
Belgians apart. 

Clearly, Belgium were settling 
fora draw. 

With a point against the danger- 
ous Dutch, the Belgians would 
probably need to beat both South 
Korea and Mexico in the two “easi- 
er” games, 

Bulgarian Anatoli Nankov 
became the first player to be sent 
off at the finals, dismissed against 
Paraguay for his second booking 
after a foul that warranted a red card 
anyway. 

But South Korea's Ha Seok-ju 
was the first player to feel the brunt 
of FIFA’s rule regarding the tackle 
from behind. 
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World Cup History 
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Argentina 


Franz Beckenbauer and Johan Cruyff 
were not involved in this World Cup, a great 
disappointment to many. In Group One 
France took on Italy. ‘Thirty seconds in and 
Didier Six collected a great through ball and 
crossed the ball into Lacombe who scored 
for France. Italy came back and with goals 
from Rossi and Zaccarelli, won the match 
2-1. Argentina also came from a goal down 
to win 2-1 over Hungary. Hungary then 
paid the price at the feet of Italy who pushed 
them aside 3-1. 

Argentina put two past France with only 
Michel Platini scoring for France. In injury 
time of the first half, Jean Dubach, the 
referee, awarded a hotly disputed penalty to 
Argentina after he felt Marius Tresor had 
handled the ball deliberately when to many 
he had fallen accidentally. Argentina had 
been lucky, France beat Hungary in a match 
that meant little. The real game was Italy 
versus Argentina — and a Bettega goal in 
the 67th minute secured it. 

West Germany and Poland drew their 
first game 0-0 in Group 2. This had been 
the opening game of the tournament and 
was the fourth time in a row these matches 
had ended 0-0. Tunisia then surprised 
Mexico 3-1, putting them out of contention 
virtually from the start. Tunisia then held 
Poland to only a 1-0 win over the African 
nation, 

West Germany then flogged Mexico 6-0 
but were held to a goalless draw by Tunisia. 
Poland, meanwhile, won the group with a 3- 
1 win over Mexico. 

Brazil drew their first game 1-1 with 
Sweden and Austria surprised Spain by 
beating them 2-1 and then upset Sweden 1- 
0. Meanwhile Brazil drew 1-1 with Spain, 
Spain then defeated Sweden 1-0, meaning 
Brazil needed a point from their final game 
against Austria. The Austrians were already 
through and lost the game 0-1. 

‘The Europeans stayed top of the group 
but many other sides would have been upset 
to see the Brazilians progress. 

Scotland and Holland had drawn each 
other as well as Peru and Iran. Holland put 
the cleaners through Iran in their opening 
game. However the script was less well 
followed by the Scots. They took an early 
lead through Joe Jordan against Peru, Peru 
equalised just before half time but in the 
second half Scotland had a chance to retake 
the lead after being awarded a penalty when 
Bruce Rioch was felled in the area. 

Masson missed the penalty and Peru 
dominated the last quarter of the game to 
win 3-1, Their next game was a chance to 
get something back on the tracks but when 
Danaifar equalised in the 77th minute the 
Scots had had enough, Holland drew 0-0 in 
the same round. Scotland still had a 
mathematical chance but the first of these 
chances went when Peru flogged Iran 4-1. 

Now Scotland had to smash Holland out 
of the park. As usual the Scots left their 
best game to the best sides. With Souness 
and Dalglish causing all sorts of headaches 
the Dutch were defeated 3-2. They had been 
down 1-0 but goals to Dalglish and two to 
Archie Gemmill put them 3-1 up. Scotland 
needed another goal to go through but 
Holland scored instead and went through in 
second place behind Peru. 

The next stage saw Holland, Italy, West 
Germany, and Austria in Group A, and 
Argentina, Brazil, Poland and Peru in Group 
B. ltaly played West Germany first and the 
game ended 0-0 despite two great chances 
falling to Bettega to put the Italians in front. 
Holland flogged Austria 5-1. 

A memorable shot from Haan of Holland 
put them equal with West Germany in their 
ext game after the Germans had gone 1-0 
ahead in the third minute. Muller put the 


Germans back in front with twenty to go but 
into the last ten minutes Rene Van Kerkhof 
equalised for Holland from the tightest of 
angles. 

Italy defeated Austria 1-0 to leave all 
teams bar Austria in with a chance of a 
World Cup place. However it was Austria 
who caused the big shock when they 
defeated West Germany 3-2, the winning 
goal from Krankl two minutes shy of full 
time. Holland just needed a draw to go 
through but Italy started the stronger in their 
final match up It could have been 2-0 to 
Italy in the first quarter hour but instead 
they were to lead 1-0 at half time thanks to 
an own goal from Brandts. Italy in the 
second half were much more disjointed and 
Brandts scored at the right end to equalise. 
With a quarter hour to go Haan put the 
Dutch in front and they were never headed. 

It had been a rough game with alot of 
ames going in the book, but Holland went 
through to the World Cup final. 

In Group B Brazil defeated Peru 3-0 
whilst Argentina scored two unanswered 
goals against the Poles. Poland then 
defeated Peru 1-0 and it was only that score 
thanks to Peruvian keeper Ramon Quiroga 
who made a series of fantastic saves. 

Argentina took on Brazil on the same day 
Four players were booked in a 0-0 draw. 
The final round saw Brazil beat Poland 3-1. 
Argentina played their final match, knowing 
exactly what they had to do to win the 
group. The Brazilians cried foul with some 
Justification, Argentina did not win 4-1 as 
required at minimum - they went even better 
and won the game 6-0. At half time it was 
2-0 and then Kempes, Luque, (twice) and 
Houseman all scored in the second half for 
the home side, The accusations of bribery 
against the Peruvians were found to be 
baseless, 

‘The third placed final saw a repeat of the 
1970 final and Brazil won again, this time 
2-1, after Causio had put the Italians 1-0 in 
front. Brazil had been undefeated but come 
third! 

Holland were disrupted before the final 
when the home team complained about the 
cast on Van der Kerkhof’s arm (he wore a 
bandage instead yet the previous five 
opponents had not complained), The 
damage was done though and Holland 
started in a distressed mood, In the 37th 
minute Ardiles played the ball to Luque who 
put Kempes onto a golden opportunity to 
make it 1-0 at half time and ten minutes 
from time it looked to be ending that way. 

Then a minute later Nanninga headed 
home:a centre. A minute from time and the 
Dutch looked to have grabbed the game but 
Rensenbrink hit the post, 

Extra time and in the 104th minute 
Kempes, playing a one two with winger 
Bertoni, for the flanker to make the score 3- 
1 to Argentina. 

For the second time in succession the 
hosts had won the World Cup, for Argentina 
it was a first, and boy did they celebrate. 


ROUND 1 


Group 1 
Italy 2 France 1 
Argentina 2 Hungary I 
Italy 3 Hungary 1 
Argentina 2 France 1 
Italy 1 Argentina 0 
France 3 Hungary 1 
Group 2 
Poland 0 West Germany 0 
Tunisia 3. Mexico 1 
Poland 1 Tunisia 0 
West Germany 6 Mexico 0 
West Germany 0 Tunisia 0 
Poland 3. Mexico 1 
Group 3 
Brazil 1 Sweden i 
Austria 2 Spain 1 
Austria 1 Sweden 0 
Brazil 0 Spain 0 


Brazil 1 Austria 0 
Spain 1 Sweden 0 
Group 4 
Holland 3 Tran 0 
Peru 3 Scotland 1 
Holland 0 Pew 0 
Scotland 1 Tran 1 
Scotland 3 Holland 2 
Peru 4 Tran 1 
ROUND 2 
Group A 
Italy 0 West Germany 0 
Holland 5 Austria © 1 
Holland 2 West Germany 2 
Italy 1 Austria 0 
Austria 3 WestGermany 2 
Holland 2. Maly 1 
Group B 
Brazil 3 0 
Argentina 2 Poland 0 
Poland 1 Peru 0 
Argentina 0 Brazil 0 
Brazil 3 Poland 1 
Argentina 6 Pew 0 


Third placed play off: Monumental, 
Buenos Aires, Argentina, (24/06/78, 76000). 

Brazil 2 (Nelinho 64, Dirceu 71) 

Italy 1 (Causio 38) 

HT 0-1 

Brazil: Leao, Nelinho, Oscar, Amaral, 
Neto, Cerezo (Rivelino), Batista, Dirceu, Gil 
(Reinaldo), Mendonca, Roberto. 

Italy: Zoff, Cuccureddu, Gentile, Scirea, 
Cabrini, Maldera, Antognoni (C. Sala), P. 
Sala, Causio, Rossi, Bettega. 


World Cup Final: Monumental, Buenos 
Aires, Argentina, (25/06/78, 77000). 

Argentina 3 (Kempes 37, 104 Bertoni 
14) 

Holland 1 (Nanninga 81) 

HT 1-0 FT 1-1 aet 3-1 

Argentina: Fillol, Olguin, Galvan, 
Passarella, Tarantini, Ardiles (Darrosa), 
Gallego, Kempes, Bertoni, Luque, Ortiz 
(Houseman) 

Holland: Jongbloed, Poortyliet, Brandts, 
Krol, Jansen (Suurbier), Haan, Neeskens, 
W. Van der Kerkhof, Rep (Nanninga), 
Rensenbrink, R. Van der Kerkhof. 


1982 SPAIN 


his World Cup had been expanded 
to 24 teams for the first time. 


There were six groups of four in 
round one. The top two of each 
progressed to the second round where 
there were four groups of three. The top 
side from each second round group then 
went on to play the semi final stage. 

Group One in Round One had seen a 
close battle. The opening game of the group 
had ended 0-0, between Italy and Poland. In 
the other match Cameroon and Peru also 
fired blanks. In the next game Peru played 
with some adventure and drew 1-1 with 
Italy. That Italian goal from Conti would 
count for a lot very soon. Cameroon drew 
0-0 with a poor Poland. However the Poles 
were much more convincing days later 
when they thumped Peru 5-1. The amazing 
thing about this game was all the goal came 
in the second half, in fact 54 minutes into 
the game it was still 0-0, Who would 
accompany Poland into the next round was 
now down to Cameroon verses Italy. Italy 
went 1-0 up but within a minute M’bida 
scored for Cameroon. That is the score at 
full time and Italy went through thanks to 
scoring one extra goal than the Lions out of 
Africa. 

Group Two was just as enthralling. 
Algeria scored an amazing upset when they 
won their opening game 2-1 - against West 
Germany! Austria defeated a poor Chile 1-0 
and then scored two unanswered goals 
against the Algerians. The other game saw 
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West Germany beat Chile 4-1. Algeria beat 
Chile 3-2, after leading 3-0 at half time. 

West Germany had to win to progress 
and if they won 4-0 the Algerians would 
also go through. The game was a 
disappointment, after Hrubesch scored for 
West Germany neither side played to their 
fullest and the game ended 2-0 meaning 
both sides went through. Again cries of 
anguish came from the side victimised by 
these games not being played 
simultaneously. West Germany and Austria 
went through, Algeria went back to Africa, 

Group Three saw the first game of the 
tournament be played. It was Argentina 
verses Belgium and for the first time in 
twenty years the result was not a draw. In 
fact it was the first time since 1950 that a 
defending champion was to be beaten, as 
Belgium won by a goal to nil thanks to 
Vandenbergh’s 63rd minute effort. 

‘The next game saw Hungary thrash El 
Salvador a record 10-1. Argentina, despite 
news of war in the Falklands back home, 
produced a great effort to beat Hungary 4-1. 
Belgium could only beat El Salvador 1-0 so 
all Hungary had to do was defeat Belgium 
in the final game. Varga put the Hungarians 
ahead but Belgium equalised and went 
through as group winners, Argentina 
defeated El Salvador 2-0 and went through 
‘as runners up. 

Group Four England's Bryan Robson 
scored after just 27 seconds agaiust France. 
Soler equalised but another goal from 
Robson and one from Paul Mariner gave the 
English a 3-1 result, A poor Czech side was 
drawing 1-1 with Kuwait in the other match. 
England then blew past the Czechs whilst 
Kuwait were embroiled into a controversial 
game with France, 

‘The Russian referee made many mistakes 
but France were clearly the better side and 
won 4-1. France then drew with 
Czechoslovakia. Indced after their 85th 
minute penalty was converted by Panenka 
the Czechs went on the all out attack 
knowing a winning goal would put them 
through at the expense of their opponents. 
However it was a case of too little too late. 
England became one of only two sides to 
in all three of their group one games in 
this finals’ series, 

Group Five looked set for Yugoslavia 
and Spain to progress. Honduras held the 
hosts to a 1-1 draw in the opening game 
whilst the Northern Ireland side had a 
goalless draw against the Balkan’s side. 
‘The Irish then drew 1-1 with Honduras, and 
in what was supposed to be the biggest 
game of the group, Spain defeated 
Yugoslavia thanks to a twice taken penalty 
from Juanito in the 14th minute and a 
mistake in the Yugoslav defence which led 
to a comer which was converted by Saura in 
the 77th minute. 10- man Yugoslavia beat 
Honduras 1-0 whilst the 10 man Northern 
Ireland team defeated the hosts thanks to 
Gerry Armstrong's goal in the 48th minute. 

The Northern Ireland side were through 
as group winners whilst Spain also went 
through having scored a goal more than 
Yugoslavia. 

The final group saw Brazil defeat all 
three of their opponents, the Soviet Union, 
Scotland and New Zealand. For the Kiwis it 
could not have been a tougher group. They 
did their nation proud by scoring two goals 
against the Scots in their opening match, 
though they lost it 2-5. 

‘They then went on to lose 0-3 to Russia 
and 0-4 to Brazil. Scotland also lost to 
Brazil, the score 1-4 and needed to beat the 
Soviets to progress. Joe Jordan gave the 
Scots an early lead once more but the game 
ended 2-2. Those two conceded goals 
against New Zealand prevented the Tartan 
Army from progressing to Round Two, 
Brazil and the Soviet Union were through. 

Group A in the second stage saw Poland, 
the Soviet Union and Belgium drawn 
together. The Poles thrashed Belgium 3-0 
whilst the Soviets also defeated the Belgium 
team, but only by one goal to nil. The 


crucial game between the two victors ended 
goalless and the Poles went on to the semi 
finals. Group B saw West Germany, 
England, and hosts Spain all draw together. 
A 0-0 draw between the two finalists of 
1966 suiting the hosts. However they were 
not so happy when West Germany defeated 
them 2-1 a few days later. England had to 
win 2-0 or 3-2 or upwards. Keegan and 
Brooking played up front but Keegan 
missed the best chance of the game and it 
ended 0-0, with neither combatant 
progressing. 

If Group B was tough, then Group C was 
a killer, Italy, Argentina, and Brazil faced 
off for only one spot in the semi finals. The 
first match was a battle with five players 
carded, Italy went ahead through Tardelli 
and doubled the lead through Cabrini. 
Argentina could only manage an 83rd 
minute reply. Brazil then defeated Argentina 
3-1 with Maradona sent off for his tackle on 
Batista. 

So Italy and Brazil played off for the 
semi finals with Brazil only needing a draw, 
It was to be one of the great games of all 
time. Paolo Rossi scored his first goal of 
the tournament in the fifth minute. Seven 
minutes later Socrates equalised, before 
Rossi added a second in the 25th minute. 
Falcao equalised once more in the 68th 
minute with a goal well deserved on this 
world stage. 

Rossi then added a third to his own tally 
and that of Italy, putting his country into the 
semi finals as the score did not change 
again. 

Group D saw France defeat Austria 1-0 
then Northern Ireland drew 2-2 all putting 
the Austrians out of contention. However 
there: was no fairytale for the Northern Irish 
as France put the cleaners through them 4-1. 
France went through to the semis. 

Italy stood against the Poles in the first 
semi, the two sides’ 0-0 draw in Round One 
already relegated to memory. Rossi added 
two more goals to his name and the Poles 
were out. The other semi was much closer. 

West Germany scored first through 
Littbarski only to see Platini equalise nine 
minutes later. At half time it was 1-1. 
Eleven minutes after the break Platini put 
Battiston through on goal. German keeper 
Schumacher came out from his area and 
cleaned up his opponent, leaving Battiston 
unconscious and without two teeth, He was 
not sent off as he should have been, rather 
given only a yellow card- a disgrace, At full 
time it was 1-1 but France went 3-1 up after 
seven minutes of extra time. However 
Rummenigge (coming off the bench) and 
Fischer both scored goals for Germany and 
the match ended in a 3-3 draw. 

Tt went to a penalty shootout - the first in 
the World Cup’s history, and each side 
scored from four of its allotted five 
attempts. Bossis hit the bar with his next 
penalty for France and Hrubesch scored 
putting his West German side through to the 
Final. 

Only four men who had played for 
France against West Germany played in the 
third placed play off against Poland, As it 
happened it was another great game with 
Poland eventually victorious 

So to the final and the first half finished 
scoreless. Then 12 minutes into the second 
period and who pops up to score, why none 
other than Paolo Rossi, Tardelli scored in 
the 69th minute after a one-two from Rossi 
and Scirea in the German goal area, 

Conti broke through the German defence 
ten minutes from time to set up Italy's final 
goal, scored by substitute Altobelli. West 
Germany scored in the last ten minutes 
through Brietner however it was Italy’s Cup, 
Dino Zoff lifted the World Cup trophy for 
Italy once more. Italy had the most players 
booked (11) in the whole tournament but 
they deserved this World Cup. 
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LOOSE 


players who enjoy a drink 

or ten in a nightclub, 
Norway’s Henning Berg and 
Erik Mykland will be available 
for today’s World Cup match 
against Scotland despite 
revelations they were in a 
nightclub until the early hours 
of Saturday. 

But Norwegian manager Egil 
Olsen made it clear on Sunday 
that any repeat would see the 
players sent home. 

Olsen had given his squad a 
night off but Berg and Mykland 
did not return to the team hotel 
until 4a.m. They were 
summoned to explain their 
actions, 


[ is not just the England 


“Pye talked to them and they 
regret what they did,” said 
Olsen. “We had a meeting 
yesterday and the matter is now 
closed.” 

Berg, a Manchester United 
player, and Mykland, who is 
with Panathinaikos in Greece, 
say they did not drink any 
alcohol during their night out. 

Berg referred all further 
questions on the affair to Olsen. 

Ironically, Norway is staying 
near England, whose players 
have been virtually locked away 
following lurid newspaper 
allegations of pre-tournament 
drinking sessions involving 
Teddy Sheringham and Paul 
Gascoigne. 


30 


MR PRIME 
MINISTER 


oach Cesare Maldini 

told the Italian prime 

minister on Sunday to 
get on his bike and stop trying 
to pick the World Cup team. 

Italian premier Romano Prodi 
said on Saturday he would like 
to see Roberto Baggio and 
Alessandro Del Piero play up 
front when Italy play this week 
against Cameroon. 

“They're both great athletes 
and they should be on the pitch 
together,” Prodi told reporters in 
Italy. “They are a great resource 
for Italy. It's up to the coach 
how to use them in the side.” 

Asked about —Prodi’s 
comments at a news conference 


on Sunday, a deadpan Maldini 
replied: “Mr Prodi is a great fan 
of cycling.” 

“Personally I'm not that 
happy and I'll tell you why,” he 
continued, “Everybody is talking 
about just two players and not 
the full sqaud of 22. I don’t like 
that. We're a unit and it’s unfair 
to focus on two players.” 

Prodi is a great cycling fan. 
He takes his racing bike for a 
spin at weekends and is often 
asked for his opinion on Italian 
riders and races. He is not 
known as a soccer pundit 
although he is a keen fan of 
Baggio’s former club Bologna. 


Jessandro Del Piero hit out 

at Italian state broadcaster 

‘RAI on Sunday, accusing 
it of trying to drive a wedge 
between him and Italy team mate 
Roberto Baggio. 

Del Piero was angered by 
television pictures from Italy’s 
World Cup 2-2 draw with Chile that 
suggested he was less than 
enthusiastic about Baggio’s late 
equaliser. 

The Juventus striker said he was 
pleased Baggio had scored and 
slammed RAI’s coverage as 
“excessive.” 

“J was deeply disappointed with 
the way some of the media, not the 
written media, covered the way I 
reacted to Baggio’s penalty,” Del 
Piero told a news conference at 
Italy's training base, 

“Tt seemed to me excessive, They 
showed shots of me four minutes 
after the goal and then suggested 1 
wasn’t celebrating. What am 1 
supposed to do, keep my arms in 
the air until the end of the match? 

“People who were sitting with 
me saw how I reacted to the goal. I 
was as pleased as anyone.” 

Baggio played against Chile 
largely because Del Piero was 
injured, 

‘After setting up Christian Vieri 
to score Italy's first goal and then 
grabbing their second from the 
penalty spot, Italian soccer's 
favourite son may have cemented 
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DEL PIERO LASHES OUT 
AT MEDIA 


ivision 
on 


his place in Cesare Maldini’s first 
team —at Del Piero’s expense. 

Del Piero said he had 
congratulated Baggio on his 
performance at the end of the 2-2 
draw. 

“| was particularly pleased he 
scored the penalty. It can’t have 
been easy for him, partly because it 
was the decisive strike of the match 
and partly because of what 
happened in the last World Cup.” 

Baggio famously missed a 
penalty in the shoot-out at the end 
of the 1994 tournament, handing the 
trophy to Brazil after he had almost 
single-handedly propelled Ttaly into 
the final. 

“The fact Robby’s done-so well 
while I’ve been injured hasn't 
dented my confidence at all,” said 
Del Piero, who played with Baggio 
at Juventus for two seasons in the 
early 1990s, “We're great friends 
and there’s nothing negative about 
our rivalry.” Italy’s failure to beat 
Chile and Del Piero's recovery 
from injury has presented coach 
Cesare Maldini with a selection 
headache ahead of Italy’s second 
match against Cameroon on 
Wednesday. 

‘The coach must decide whether 
to break up the Baggio-Vieri 
partnership to cater for Del Piero, 
who had an inspired 1997-98 
season for Juventus and has been 
heralded as Italy's great hope for 
the France finals, 


Mario Etchart 


ABSW South American correspondent 


Italy, on the second day of competition for the World 
Cup. 

Nelson Acosta’s squad is no longer just a skilful and talented 
bunch of players. with a timid approach to the game and with so 
much respect for the opposition. 

Today, the South Americans are not only skilful and talented, 
but arrogant and better organised, with great character and 
personality to face any team in the world. 

Against Italy, the Chileans came from behind and almost left 
the Bordeaux stadium with a historic victory, denied by a 
doubtful penalty scored by Roberto Baggio close to the end of 
the match, 


Ti new face of Chilean football was on show against 


cause they dominated 
the second 45 minutes and were close to score in several 
opportunities. But the penalty awarded by the referee was hard 
to swallow. 
Once again a hard working Ivan Zamorano was unbeatable 
on the air and his fellow partner upfront, Marcelo Salas, 
demostrated why Lazio paid more than 20 million dollars for his 
transfer, scoring two great goals and creating havoc in the 
Ttalian defence, 
Some of the problems Acosta may have to address for the 
following matches against Austria and Cameroon are mainly in 


Marcelo Salas against Italy 


defence, Pedro Reyes match fitness showed during the game, 
with the always reliable defender lacking pace and composture, 
while on the right flank Villarroel, when he went on the attack, 
left too much space at the back, space well exploited by Roberto 
Baggio or Christian Vieri. 

Tn the midfield Nelson Acosta seams to have found the right 

combination with Nelson Parraguez, Fabian Estay and Clarence 
Acuna, 
So, with a few adjustments, Chile could become one of the 
darhorses of the tournament. It was refreshing to watch an 
Chilean team, who faced one of the favourites to win the World 
Cup, to play with such ease. 


WoRLD Cup 


ANALYSIS & COMMENT 


Joe Russo 


ABSW Italian correspondent 


lhe World Cup for 
Italy kicked off last 
Friday (Australian 
time) in Bordeaux, with a 
2-2 draw against Chile. 
Italy, famous for its slow 
starts in a World Cup, 
didn’t disappoint again. 
They were six minutes 
from defeat, but thanks to a 
handball’in the penalty area, 
which was duly converted by 
a Roberto Baggio penalty , 
gave Italy the “face saving” 
draw. It made not only the 
scoreboard more respectable, 
but also coach Cesare 
Maldini’s life a bit easier. 
What can one say about 
this Baggio? He was superb 


is fit for Italy’s next game 
against Cameroon, surely 
coach Maldini couldn't leave 
him out, Just as he was in 
1994 and to a lesser extent 
1990, he was again the 
saviour for Italy. 

The World Cup brings out 
the best in great players such 
as Baggio. It is a stage on 
which they perform, and 
perform they do. For Chile, 
obviously their performers 
were the deadly striking duo 
of Salas and Zamorano. 

From these early games of 
the World Cup it all looks 
promising, It was only eight 
years ago, at Italy 90, that one 
of the dourest World Cups in 
history was witnessed. 


Goals are flowing and fans 
around the world can only 
enjoying the spectacle so far. 

FIFA need to be 
complemented for changing 
certain rules that, have only 
been positive changes for the 


game, 

Both Italy and Chile now 
face Austria and Cameroon. 
YAt this stage Group B is wide 
open for the taking. Three 
points a win, another FIFA 
innovation, will ensure that 
this World Cup sees some 
very attacking soccer with 
each and every team striving 
to win, May the show 
continue and the tradition as 
well! 


Richard Kreider 


ABSW Western Australia correspondent 


8 placid as it was, USA 94 was 
still able to magnetise 32 billion 
viewers to their television sets» 
the final alone was seen by an 
estimated two billion people. - 

But even these statistics will be pale in 
comparison come the end of France 98 
when it is anticipated that the total 
audience figure will again blowout. Such 
is the fascination of our great game on 
our great planet, 

Apart from acts of God what else 
would close stock-exchanges, induce 
football fans into having copious 
‘sickies’, generate substantial profits for 
breweries and place many a relationship 
on the brink of disintegration? 

‘The answer is World Cup football, a 
month long party where wars and sex are 
put on the back-burner, and those poverty 
sticken can momentarily be satiated by 
their hunger for soccer. 

For the first time, the World Cup 
championship involves a total of 32 
nations, compared to 24 at the previous 
four tournaments. 

Sixteen countries had participated in 
the four-yearly competition since 1934; 
while the inaugural tournament four years 
earlier comprised of thirteen, 

Some will argue 32 is too many but it 
gives the competition a greater global 
ambience. 

With a new chief in Sepp Blatter, the 
world will be anticipating many other 
fresh ideas from FIFA, and that hopefully 
will include allowing Australia to host 
this unique event. 

Should the Sydney 2000 officials do a 


good job with the soccer section, then it 
would not be out of the question to see 
this football festival head downunder, say 
inthe year 2010. 

Perhaps that would then remove a 
good deal of the bad taste which has been 
lingering ever since FIFA decided in their 
‘wisdom to have our Socceroos take on the 
likes of Israel, Scotland, Argentina or Iran 
to qualify, when none of these are in our 
particular comer of the planet. 

OK, the Solomon Islands, Tahiti or Fiji 
may not be quality opposition (with great 
respect), but the likes of South Korea, 
China, Japan and Thailand certainly are. 

So why don’t their preliminary 
qualifying groups ever include Australia? 
Only FIFA can answer that. 

Our geographical locality is awkward 
enough without the powers that be look 
upon us as if we are on another planet. 

The most significant modification for 
France 98 is the tackle from behind that 
will be rewarded with a red card. 

The punishment for picking up two 
yellow cards in two group games will be 
the same — omission from the team’s 
next group match. 

Surely, the question has to be asked: 
why are yellow card infringements 
carried forward when you would have 
thought it would be civil to forget 
them? 

‘There can’t be many other sports that 
carry penalties forward to the next 
game. 

For the first time in the history of 
World Cup football, the seven hundred 
players will not be playing with a black 


and white soccer ball but one that has 
colour. 

If shirts and now boots are coloured, 
why not play with a ball endowed in 
the same? 

Admittedly the red and blue is still 
dominated by white, but at least the 
‘Adidas designers have finally woke up 
to dressing up the product that 
determines the fate of every World Cup 
match, and is bought by many starry- 
eyed youngsters. 

‘So what other concepts are there lined 
up for soccer? Perhaps the powers that be 
may one day look at a second referee who 
would be used for situations that were 
unseen by the official, and consequently 
compelled to seek a second opinion. 

Perhaps last Saturday night's dismissal 
of Dutchmen Patrick Kliuvert following a 
charge on Staelens of Belgium could have 
been just a yellow card, since the referee 
never saw the infringement and had to 
confer with a linesman. 

Perhaps, also, Diego Maradona might 
not have got away with his infamous 
‘Hand of God" goal at the 1986 World 
Cup in Mexico. 

I very much doubt if the use of a 
second referee would eventuate, since 
these controversies are few and far 
between. 

Besides, what would spectators talk 
about after the game and in years to 
come, when these decisions are not 
debatable. 

A referee’s judgement is a part of the 
game, whether they are right, or wrong. 
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Roberto Baggio against Chile 


Winners of this weeks 
competition 


World Cup Books Competition (FINAL WEEK) 


Steven Sassinis — North Carlton, Vic. 


Cathy Walsh — Ingleburn. NSW. 


EA Sports Competition 
Reid McNally — Werrington County. NSW. 


Allez!OlalOle! 
John Meijer — Salisbury East SA 


All prizes sent Monday June 15 


MEDIA PRESS PTY LTD 
5-15 GARNERS AVENUE, NSW 2204 (02) 9562 0500 - Fax (02) 9550 9852 
* NEWSPAPERS — MAGAZINES BOOKLETS — INSERTS — 
TELEPHONE DIRECTORIES 

* WEBB OFFSET PRINTERS 

* GENERAL COMMERCIAL and COLOUR PRINTERS 

* TYPESETTING — TRANSLATIONS AVAILABLE 

* SADDLE STITCHING 


* PERFECT BINDING 
* DISTRIBUTION — CIRCULATION AVAILABLE 


(oz) 9562 0500 


mm 


31 


a4 Bs. 2 Poh + 
: Feige: 
» et 


q a9 


